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PREFACE. 



THE letters in this volume give an ac^ 
count of the commencement^ progress and ter^ 
minafion of Miranda* s attempt to effect a reis 
9lution in South America^. The facts came with'- 
in the observation of the writer^ or were obtain" 
«tf by careful enquiry. In history^ says a great 
moralist and critick^ the whole should be told. 
The author has told all that appemred to him at 
^nce proper to be f^elated and interesting to ih$ 
reader. These letters were written for the im 
fornktion of the author* s friends and to assist 
iis ownnumory. After much deliberation and 
some doubt f he has been induced to commit them 
to the press^ The expedition of Miranda es^ 
^iffd attention and expectation at the time and 
^^ rkit ceased io be a subject of specukaten. It 
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% fREFAGEU 

had a cert din aspect upon wr foreign telMiMsi^ 
and occasioned a discussion of thueh delttacf te^ 
sptcfii^ the coniuH of ihe American ffovirt^ 
ment. It may be of some use to tie worlds Aot 
the agency of Mirandd in this entefpHse ^uld 
be detailed and the impression he made on the 
minds of his unfortunate followers should be 
known. By the disclosure of the factSf the per* 
$ons concerned with him may hope to be cost* 
^idered with mote equity and perhaps moref^ 
tvour^ than ihe$ would find^ if the publick opin* 
ion we^e left to be formed if the fictions €f rw 
mour and the est^ggeratiom of ign^t^nce. It 
fS^ possible that its developemesii will create an 
interest in bAalf of that portion of Mirandds 
associates^ now sufferif^ imprisonment or shn^ 
fry in that country^ where they dreamed they 
should etyoy and communicate liberty. This 
enterprise and its ifudde^s afford a curious ess 
hibitioH of human nature^ The boldness of tie 
design and the variations ef fortune in its pro* 
gress emd execution i the offerings and ike ac« 
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PREFACE la 

tky^ Mff attn*io9 of those^ v&o wiskfo be ifh 
9inu^hi by a view /^ ih^ otlt^Uet of the hu^ 
mn^^n^ w cmued by the peruzal of eccen^ 
ih[ick4idpen/utW' 
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I^IRANDA'S £XPEDITK>N, 



mtt^i^^ittt^a^^^^mtMm 



L^TTfiR I. 



timtitijlmmt^ Mitmtit.'^Sufftndd dmtim* 
tkn.*-*Bi»me9jtr ^dieting the tiUafriu 
ttmtmmiijf the ^tmttumm qf tkg (fmted 
Stmu, 

SMp tvM&y ^ Sea, fa. 5M, ISed. 

f»i sothe infbrrtuttlohtif d lAyftterlotls cipedl. 
tion, said to be fitting Oiit tt ^e^-Ydtk, under 
t^ auspices of a celebmttrd eharactei^. t fiaye 
BfcS6h pKittOad^d by ttjr frietid Mr. •***• td 
cWtthilt myself to ihe ifhancest of ah (enterprise, 
tt bii)*e eitraordinstry and dsthgerous $ and to 
lft«v^ tt(y bwii country oticfe more, in hope of 
BbftduY'iifidTl* reward. You may perKaps fear 
tfettitaVe b^en §ed(fcea^I>y ihe glitter of fair 
^<ftiti^$, <* tlie atturemeBts of ndvelqr ; oc 
ftttttpted by a s^iri^ of adv^nturie to apeciilate 
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too largdy on the £ivo«rs of fortune. It mxf bt 
$o; l^t Ihiveddibenited ittuek^ivthemibject, 
and think I am josttfied in the resolutioa Ihsmu 
taken. I cqa&ssy homcwfrfik^ ¥^ forming it, 
tl^ option of men» whose fl»rtBne$ and dbam^ 
t^ are staked on ^ iistte, had great antibori^r. 

My new situation will no doubt forpidi a 
immty;of snfafeots aftd^irents for » 4S>rrea^oo^ 
denee, wMch Ishdi not negleet, becmiM fM 
bttfeaohdia to^thisatinilioii; MditmUhe 
no smU GonsoUtion to keep jwm tUos-idiim jft 
tunoorjrituring mf^kmmfft. I propMc to M* 
^^ess to you an account oi all the inleMit«v 
octiltraiQesthatni^y b^P^^ indns^expeditioi^ 
remaining silent only whra it ahaU be-^oin^ 
^ by an honoiiral^lf t^igatipn> aiid ^ehoosiot 
such a tin^ for my isaidu]^ letters i3inffrvidfiWt^ 
igudd regard tp Xjf^, duty )4^U point o^UU 

>V^ have beeij -out three days, the wiad 
Uowing hard all the time, till whUn tv0 
hours. I begin my epistolary joutxv^ bjr iMi 
forqding you that the Leander is a ship pfirfmat 
two hundred tons burden, coiciauindfid bj 
capt. Thpmas Lewis^ whp is repulc<^>|^ bo.s 
inapQf intrepidity, and a thorough masifr of 
jkis profession. He'' said be had proved bf&, 
^lirit and bravery onoccasimis, whpch jputtibMt 
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taiidie «nt } ind Ms tf^pMumee And <le|N)vtmea» 
alfev itt «Eiy esttoMitiiiii, itmDglndicatkmtc^faM 
pouessiiig the characier >wlnoh i-qport,- and his 
ewnKiio^shaV€^slaMiaked« Faton the UtHe I 
htffe4ireiit I liavfc nodooteof itii seMiaoahip r 
lor 1 Miiice he mnnget tht rmml whh tdijU 
and ease $^ and the ocean aedms .to. be hit de- 
M^nt. There are nearly .tiM Jtuttdred s^vb 
eft bMrd, ad that as you w aay ed h cciwf e, weaie 
"^^^mueh^ciowded^ aad en thai account, bol^ 
itticeomaaodited* 

^ Vteu iMtaraUjr imfaam i«hat is the oh»ect 
•Mi»aeatlMtion ofthb aUff wbatdo we^prv. 
9iNieaiid'^hitber.areivegetngf? ladi iHlabie 
td^gifif a?posithc«vw» toeith^ 
tenev fccevily^aSMr coidUleQliiLperaoiiaccin* 
Wtned are let itito ifeiaecret ; npr.do I know 
the extena Of Ibat kiK>ff Itdfle . rehti^l; to iu 
thtt poamhly ni^ bQ dbtaioedt werf 1 to. 
ivicetif flqr hastnesa to importune for ^arti^;!^ 
l|r Monuiiom ; I deem it.prc^iw al this nio«- 
)pei^tO'|uif(er»]r ourtosky to reioaifl unaatis- 
$id4i&th(i#eriod arrives wb^nr^ Inquiry will 
^01. hc^ eoQsidered imperUmmt, or ap exposure 
^onrrpUu^aDd lotentHms impoUjUc. Tbis» I 
9(^idhiiid)^lwUahofdy be the ca^. I fqr oii^ 
^^Mfii^^tAmKh h»¥e .embarked upon genera 
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4 ifrfbramttoii aad Mwrances tl^d vMt ASk 
be ^cdoifid at n suitable aeaaoiu "We rdjr 
aHich <m our leader asd on thaaa wlio rteoBa* 
xnended him to our Cionfideoce. We know 
encMigii Mft M be angrjr witb oulratlycs lor 
jbittkigdieiiadtrtaking; weimagiiie «m1 co«« 
jecture imicii. GcneraHy » I can aay tiM ure 
am OTgagcd k an expediticm to aattue part oC 
the SfAmih dMlMMtts^ probably in Sou^ A* 
imAoh wllh a ticw Io a^sigt the itthM)itanli 
in throwing off the oj^essive yoke of the paf«> 
itMt couttkry } and e it ilri i i hi ng a g ov e r am ctat 
fiarlhedbaehrea^ «p6n which wie are teUtbf 4m 
gteaifd they hare molved^ and ioritfhich tie 
says tbry art enCUdy diapoaed and pnepared* 
For this pur^oaa the Leandcr wm cngagdl 
and fitted out/ as we vadecvtand, by Ae credk 
andfondaof Don l?n»ickco de Mwaiid% the 
comnumder In chief of the e^cpedition. Tlie 
vetod is hdefi with arms^ wioiis desciip«^ 
^ns, ami^uditiont clothbg, and every kiiili 
of mailary equipsge necessaryibr a oampaigk. 
A number tif Americans, eome of item genti^ 
men, and jiersons <^^ood stamKng in aociei^^ 
.though moady, I believei of crooked Ibrtunes^ 
have embarhed* Few of us, before enterlAf 
the slupi saw ourleader, butfaad^wr ownW« 
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kdgi^d i^pents »d advocate^. We have, $s 

yet^ made DO definkcr eogagementa with him, 

nor );ie >i^|thu9 ; and I presume, if upon fur- 

tljer ios^lit iata th^ businesa^ or experience 

of the service, we shall be dissatisfied, we may 

if we please, w^idraw; though it mu^t be 

confesMd oiir dctstifiieai^ now wj? have proceed^ 

$d so far^ are . . seriously joined w'^h thqse^ of 

Miraod^a* Do ^^eu ask, whether our taking a 

£art }x\ ^his eaterprise consists with our rel^ 

tion to ouK co^JltrJ'y c^ with, moral right, to 

faymtJwQQi common duscifetion ? 1 hojpe it 

Jy( :ifiy[^^stenj; J wiUi neither. I will not s^y 

jthat t^^rcare iK)t* so(ae;of our company^ desr 

tfjCFate or. ba^s^ enopgh to disregard these 

^ weighty cjvi^erations^^ Perhaps it. is a mai- 

■t^ of indi%renoe.to mat^ o( the volunteers in 

,f^t c^use they act,if itdo but, promise them 

sp opiippruii^ty rf di^^^uJLsh^^ by 

^^ferUal achievement^, ^^^ ffipid a chance of ac- 

^iring son^ portion of the jiches, supposed 

to be in ttve hands of unworthy possessors m 

the South. By the issiafee of this undertaking 

^y ca^ hardly lose, and mw g^in. ^ut tl>e 

.|?5cater mimb^ of tho«5f who can reasonably 

1<h4c for high places, or large emolument are 
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mnpcT, CD vrj n ows sna Mzcraous ' wiMwui 

BoabttAMl; |«rt. ' : 

' We tat dttcdiihiged Ih tlte iHflter'tiU'Mi^ 

itiis expeAitiOo, attd tth cfr6tfliistMko«, (|lriJi 
hi totuietioAil^iih tiie dBcHA iM^agH tof tht 
!^esident, and (Ut \noimh s«DaMi6rit» «>r Wm 
6f the polittea! (Ktfty iMit iiti# ^fefldh, iMi 
tts to siii>pG«se dttt our igcyftfrattent eaq^HMk 
Soepnds, ytrf ioott etfAleHljr td' iiiiKffl# iMl 
«se dfforce Hgiibksi S^Ssf. VfiOer-iMihli*' 
^rfcsisiotis, w6 dib'k tre i9ui& iidti»e "(bdlMlil 
tecount as Violadn^ the pacMtik vtUdtbitt'iC 
the United- Statils. Txt pidjiett tf in^tii i ft| 
fbr di6 refief drthe 'Oppreaaed, tftutt^ H t LbM . 
%en» 6r a c^bratled «hKf; triio Is MHNtt «k 
Ibeir greatest fllbnd -aHfl &V6I%(! ; - «f fcHM% 
Wkssisunceto found MniMbpiiideillf MM|, 
-th eictensii^e, fertile ind popiAoitf V^giofll» 
^vhere the t^H <X «ie 'ptot>le is c^iAfei lid 
\be resources of nature i(^ keirt#o)#iirb/^i 
>He eoldhial poficy, tnresents llMff'li& t#li- 
uginaUbns ai^heartk itilfkeiiit^tfiHkll^e i^, 
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7. 

tot) «o attempt tile dcirvtraM^ eT a hcKc pw- 

tiott of our feUi>w «m« Wc Satfcr aurs<;lteft 

it te 'hoaoufable md Jiiiiiuiiie to be thus en* 

pgRl; itUl I iHiMii^ble diat nothing shorty 

t^ convicts success will ensure 5ucb a dcsiga 

tlnr Sffrobation c^ ^ mass.of mankind. Ilf 

ire p n o cc c d^ our &me will take care of itself* 

"tablet tbe r^Qvoltinga of humanity and satis- 

4r us tki^ we are not jgoiag upon cruel wQr|F:» 

iveare:vdd ^ta r«volution can take placa 

ilk Hit ^tn^wtMf proposed, with litUe violence 

i i wi yi iU^s mlAflm Ike k»s of mwck blood; 

lii^ #topk. art iMild to be now awake to tbek 

^ M f fa t i fU S i and kiclfeicd and competent to re^ 

lic^^:^tiieoaiiae» «s%e govermneatby wliich 

lAef afe iippresiied ia weak and inc&ciefitt 

|>a «w ttsposlcipci of Hie inMAaatSto join 

4ie:«tan£biid ccf our kadtf in such sumber aa 

i»!$M|ifdii»0iartMefid5of the old ovder to 

|IMltie.|eMls wfldK:Hft dcflaf^ we ffttce our««» 

, >M »m p <i <rf soccess> It isdso Imimated iSiat 

Site tiMll recfivt, as ftr as docasion^tl require^ 

9lie<ottfiilelfoace and cd'OpenAion <^ the Brif* 

^. /Aft#* ifi, k tto^ be confessed, we m^ 

Ift^'^ fAfclling U thousand dangers on otir 

liWta 5** Vift we preiotfte 5ur conductor faiows 
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wtet ht h doings |M wUl If^^/i ^9999^ f^ 
lAoits and 5i4«n4id fortunes, / 

• • • •! 

LETTER JL ; ,, 

Account of Miranda.-^His agc-^-^LtMef 
spoken by the British Frigate Cleopatra, dni 
near being sent into Bermuda for trial — ^Sjf/- 
crs impressed. — Happy resultl ' * " 

' . February 9th, 1806. ,. 

GRN. MIRVNOA h#ft heretofore tr^f 
(4oyed, and sometime ^itaited, ^. pub|^ 
mind. He bore a coosplcu^i^ part in-,t^ 
French army uncjer Dutnpi^rfer^ whoo), it |s 
said* with what truth I Ipiow n(H^ h^ used vci^f 
ilL In the early period, of, the^ f*rei>ci^ jrevq^Q^ 
.tion,.heis mentioned both with prai^ ^^ 
,<;ensure.-^Froin tlie opportunity, I hajfc h^^j^ 
jBee.and bear him, si(ice my coming on ^y»^j|^ 
X should suppose him tp p9^^ great td^ta. 
He txotU all men that ever I hav« lyjMaj^fOi ^ia 
^colloquial eloquence £^id power of pfivuaaiji^r 
Hediscov^s a full mi|^, furnished with^poq^ 
prehensire and accurate informaetipny ifl|pro|^ 
by extensive reading, by travelling ^^ ^^SA" 
vation. According to bif ;0wp^fl^oi]|i^^be^s 
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ni tbc Uly 3ecood year of hit age. Hit ap'« 

fmmno^ is tliat of sixty. Perhaps no man 

Hvi«f ^HNi beast a caoce reieiitivc mcmoryt 

Hb Mumers aod address ai)e extremely pkaa** 

log. In the treatment of us^ his Tohmteera^ be 

irattalEihttitgr andcoodeaiocnflion. Tbianay 

hthU habit* or it vavf proceed from tbe iqter- 

e^ be has at preamt in eoaciiiating onr esuem 

and good will. May bis couneoua deaaeaa* 

our cootiAMe when be shall hare acoepted our 

coaamissions, arid have come under hia pow» 

er. He is i^er y mia<:b disposed to conversa- 

tioa» With a fund of materiala to render il 

Instructive an4 aiQU«ing, he aiakea a jodicioua 

aeiectioa of topics; accordingly^ to the you^g^ 

men, aome ofuf^haaci hare just left €Dll0ge» hfi 

talks ^ liienyttire» and reoommenda tbe study 

d'the Spanish language and of mathematickat 

Pfofideocy in tfame bnncliest be teHs them, 

^riQ pAawe promotim in Ms army. The gefrf 

H^mtegi more advanced in years ase entertaiaf 

•i witix his ideas on tbe aiibiecia of politicks 

and war* Tbe general oftien cites a part of 

^ iUatory of his wm life and taavela, lo iUwa^' 

irate the opiniona which he setma aniuous ia^ 

inculcate. It h evkleot enaugh, that be aima 

lid sow la tbe maada of bis JbUowcfa, tba 
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seeds of heroicai deeds; of liberty, aiid4niv30t£ 
Kilton. I will not venlore to prgdiet whMI 
kind of a crop his efforts nitty {Mrodoee; M - ^I< 
ht%e scarcely any aeqnaintaiice with tfty* ia8aw 
adventurers. . . ,$; 

IBiAv 8 0*c4(>€i, A. M* At ilib mMnin^ m 
cry from a tnari stationed ^t the mast hek&^^ud 
iioun^es a sail in sight; she is too fiEur distanlt^* 
hiMvever^ to enable us to distinguish wtait! 
kind of vessel ; I notice it creates constderablo. 
tm%\€tf on lK>ard — particulatrly^with tfacgcxKn) 
tfl. We shall probably ki%aw something more^ 
of this strange sail befoit; long, as she b sati«) 
ibg nearly in a line with ims i^romewteltv t^ 
laewMd) but if ^posid, tm^ vpeidt <»iii'tiw^ 
ilr thMe bonrs. If 5NM4»tk, M. M. <A«» 
strange vessel' turns titil to be a large vessekiii? 
fursuitof m^ ' ^ ^ - 

^ C^t^'Leiwis^has'SJhofienedsaittokth^ 
eome 4)pv -If she is Frerieh *or l^poaMiT iM 
wiltprobablf speakto us ki harsh iMgmffi^ 
md we ihatl'be obliged to fi^t---God'ktio\iPs* 
Miftt«iirftiewiiiildbeilcsitittfred; ^ibeu 
Nc^e #§ ' itMst' ippearto ihem %' s^^ 
set^ who iH'eon the high seas in a.ve^^OMii 
lioiiable itti^. M she is English^ perliapir 
#i411r«i«ybe4reiM')^ must cootlude^asL wit 
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m^ going to piirparc for Mtion. Our aea com- 

WMMier n/^fi, <* if fibc Is m coemy^ wc musk 

Qvetfiop^ or perish." > 

. 1^91^^ Tb^aSiirJU^ttkd very much to our 

latislactioD ; but not without a tbous^ alter* 

«a|e hopea and fears. WAthm fburhouraaf* 

tor n^ la&t, ym expected to be now making the 

be^t of our wgy to Bermuda^ under die ke of 

a British frigate. Yesterday^ at half.paat one 

o^clock u\ the afternoon, we were apoke by tho 

sUp apeii in $ho moraiag ; she proved to bo 

bia Britanaii^ Ma}e«ty'a ship .Cleopatra, oC 

^tty guns^ cooMn^nded by capt Jioim Wight. 

The fiiBilieuteaantof the frigate caine on board 

aod examin^ our ship and crew. We. were 

detaxDfd nearly twenty-four ho«rs, and had 

om^toen sa^ preaaed^i^iMiitly Irish, with 

American protections. As a kind of retun* 

%»r the impressed sailors^ we feceived twelve 

4merio^ns^ who bi|d been taken out of Aincri<) 

QV» vfl^ela . lately captured by th« Cleopatra^ 

ti^thfs list of which, the Leaader was nigh be^: 

iogj^aiddf d. C^^^in Lewis went ou board with 

tile ahqi'a papersr which sboMnsd her to be tfao 

Ldaoder^ ^ Axaerican^&Jbipf bound to St^ Dor 

iniagOb Thei^ were on cau mi na t i o o dedar*f 

^by. cayidn Wiglifato be un aali tfaQWiy ^. A 
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^tttkrnnn then by tihei nMie of AlriifitA>ftg 
went on board, wllih instimttions frmn tikf gerft 
eral» and joined with Lewis in ejipa^tiiiain^ 
wMi tbe cMdmander of tHe firigste^ but -with;, 
ont efibet« At last the general himself #a» <»-^ 
bilged <o appear oft board tbe Cleopatra* Wt 
skt^ eertflitt paiticularrs fo captain Wigttt, ^fU^ 
sfidWi^d him 46o««icfn1!$, whicA justffied #M/ 
RiglMl captain in atte^ing ckir ship to pM^ 
teedw Ti^ event has cohSnned our im^^s4 
^n% ir6!(p«dt%^the aaturte And objects ^H^ 
MpedMon.. OeMral Mlftnda, I think, mit!^C^ 
hkw aff^^Med tim itelease of the L.eander, by 
«9e|Aaiilfal$ a pwttf oi» ttM> Whble of his pknj 
MatiifNs to Son* AMferfjfta ; And by prodtfcki^ 
AedcMiala «»om tHfe BHtiJb gfcrvcrriment, aiif.^ 
thotiskig^ or AtiltWft'pt^oteeft^g him ia fh^ tfAi 
dertaking. This idea is- strengthened, by Mfwr 
ihuida saying that captain Wight had promisHf 
td Ussiatin the enterprise. The general Yd-* 
itetned on board the frigsfte all night, and te^ 
ttitned this ttoming att elevfen o'clock. I aitf 
ekti^ettely g!ad We were overtaken by thijr 
tAiip ; for Ae ftitttt iendu to put us itt ifeaW 
rtiouttJ&oeot»i^D6y ^ otir design wiHi tfte* 
bfWs^ iMticMvs, and ^yestatiic worifl «tf 
#B arfeWbfrir ^fMihd df de$i^cttte pirates/'** 
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0is^Cri|tioii gflireoto u«l^ some persons before 
w<{ 9^iUediipm NorviuYerk, anii propagated af 
leeway 4*9 i9 wbispersj through the ahqi. Be-^* 
sldea^ the e^pc4itipp is npiy placed on |i re- 
j^ctable fpotii^ by Jiaving, as we presume, 
tbt acknowledgmeiUi^ couatenanoe of £ng« 
c^md. . We are all ia high spirits and high 
hopes* The general now speaks mote optolf 
ab<mjt.the^otprprise; |ie expresses great aax- 
^^ to begin his/yer^tions ; and complains of 
bMang bpen so.long d^t^ined in ^ good windt 
notwithsjtsu^in^ it has turned out so much to 
t)ie advantage of his project^ bodi on apcouQt 
pf the jprpmisy^ as$i;itance^ and a certificate 
that he prpcured pf ca\puin Wight, to prevent 
future sparch.or .jdetention by other ^stisii 
aruisprs which ^e s^y iuq[>pe]| n|eet« 
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LETTER III. 

Spanish schooner brought to. — Conjectures upon 
this . unusual procedure.-^ Stratagem io de- 
ceive the master of the schooner. ^^jUiranda 
appoints his officer^.^ — Their names and cSs- 
tribution into corps. — Uniforms^ ^f.^* Arrival 
at Jacquemel. — Accident. 

February \Sth^ 1806. 
. WE are ppw in the Mona passage, t!c; 
tw^en the islands of Fortp Rico and St. Xio' 
sningo. A circumstance occurred thi§ morn- 
ing of a soQiewhat singular nature ; and to 
my view jibt very agreeable. About 10 o'clock 
we saw two strange sails, a brig and a schoon- 
er ; in a short time after, the Leander fired a 
shot at the latter^ whether by the ordeF <rf 
Miranda or at the instance of Lewis, I kiiow 
not. The vessel being alarmed, altered her 
course and endeavoured to escape, upon which 
we discharged several shot ; and she Ws at 
last, obliged, for fear of being sunk, to heave 
to under our lee. The captain was imme- 
diately ordered on board with hb papers ; and 
upon examination the vessel proved to W a 
Spanish schooner, from St Martins, loaded 
i/^ith Logwood and bound to St* Bartholomews*. 
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After «fi hour's dctcQtioOt die wts pcrmUted 

to pfciCQtdU Vttwkmst to 4h^ captam coming 

pQ boiffdf the geiieral add Lewia liad some 

, ^prijrate conversation, at the conclusioB of^ 

H^bio^ the latter ordered all thcK»e of our crenii^ 

jH^ha jcould speak French, to use no other Ian- 

^ guage while this man was in the ^p ; at the 

3ame tinM directing that no English should 

bej^kexi* '^^^^ order was stricdjr obeyed^ 

.IKod the gang- way was instairtly crowded wilh 

i^een or twenty sailors atid servants, who be* 

jpan talking in French. When d>e captain 

cv^^ over the side and found bimaelf among 

^fji^hinen, he brought hb hand forcibly te 

^is br^ist and exclaimed, ^^ Vive L' Empor* 

fpr 4^' but I pannot express the terror he nuan^ 

ife^d upon arriving on the carter deck, aikl 

ft>ding himself in the midst of Eng^ishqdeu 

, ,^ and Americans* , . % 

^ . You may ask what right had the privi^e 
^^ ^p Leauder to bring to any vessel whatever 
^ ^^t sea ? Why did general Miranda permit, or 
^ tft^ siich a procedui^ ? Or was he ignorant 
^, , ^of maritime customs Md usages? Suppose this 
^ ^ jeasel had actually been engaged in a contra- 
j^ band trade, could the Leander have captured» 
,pr even deta&ned her? Then by what right 
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Win liiift schmnhuiMA st^ e^m^lhfd t«lMii?e 
t0» tte i^tftmr m4ct9A <m^ board mi irtrpa* ; 

€MMt sAAwer tomy^ own iatisft^iM'^ Mtt 
tberefi^^ jM^obaMjr not t<> y dur§« The onl]^ ap^i. 
^gf which I CM iMagine is^ ^at our Chief had 
k in view to gratify his curiOfiiHr^ or^btdib Mk 
tdligeiice wkiohtfii^tbeimtKHtam; IcamMI 
iUppoie lie had aftiy idea of seiilng the ve«^i 
Md co^etflUg her td hks own iiM ; or ihM if hi 
hsd, our seit ^orniniikAder/^^yldhave ^ow s eaw d * ^ 
^^ 1719^. La» Th«mday^ gistierai Mirandt 
ami^td to hb iroiYifiteers the eever^ii fiMct 
whieh ^ey ai^a to bold ki his army, in ^Kiemi^ 
Orito, comnHinicatedto ua^ 1^ the ofiiw iiex« 
in titik, {at present) to hi«as«)£ iflthe^op^it 
Alia order, whieh I shMI giMe yd«i iti ^e iyii»w ' 
^)« you will tiotici somt tomeB with wtttcht ^ 
you are acquainted, and a numlMsr of 01rhifS> ^ 
irtioie diflittnctiim. is yet to be acquired. ■ \ . f 

* <* LeanJer, Pet. 14th, t8o5, Latitudei 

<« a. (X*" << Parotey Ameika. Cemter^, liberty.^ ' 
«< ThftCottmtt4^ lA Chief Ites^diotts^ pi^Qfeff 10 ' 
make the feUowing a{>pointnke]its of officers^ in the Co^ ^ 
luxnbian Army^ and difierent carpi thereof, as heteaifter ^ 
zhentloned^ to commeUfce rank and pay fk^m tlie firit 
day^f Jatioaty t«g6.* ' * ^?r 
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yerreGfeiycd no porticiilanr tppotntment^ but 
yi^ we on probj^koi for something. Besides 
^ twemj-six names just mentioMd, tbens^ 



/ 



iii IV^ffiMs AmMNMig, Ccdcmel. 

S.^ Thopnas Lewi8» do. 

3^ William Steubep SmiA, "J 

with the rank of J 

4» Henry Sands, Major. 

5. Barcnt Roorbadit Captsuti.' 

^» ^Iliomas Billopt do. 

'U X^idHeckk, " do. 

8w Daokl &• Dnmbgy. do* 

^*' J^mes B. Gardner, do.^ 
to. Gustavtts Adolphtts Burguddi do. 

11. Samuel C. Lowdon^ do. 

(3/ William Hadack^ First Lietttenant^ 

ts. ' Qiarles Johnson, do. 

M. JohnOrfordt do. 

15» l^aula Theodore Geoi|;c^ do. . 

16. pamd D« Kemper, do. 

ir* Macs L. Hall, do. 

18,^ johnT.O.SuHirWt *>* 

19. ^ William Lowdon, dp. 

^•.^ Edward Tates (Adjutant) Second Lieutenant.- 
^U-^ Francis Farquharson,, „ do. 

*V HeorirKcwton, d^r 

C 2 
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are two others irt plate, itAto iire *aii lk)t% 
Wong to the mlfitary catsAogtat. Mt. loiriu 
^an Smith, supercargo of the s9up, aiifl M*# 
Thotnai MoKni, secretary to his t'xcfAkn&f 
the general. The first of these gentlemen is 
commonly called Major, but I befiere indi- 
rectly, as he has not yet tAxn a Ocattrmlikai 
commission. What we ftow Bee and bftfcr 
justifies the supposkien of an CKpeotation in 
his excellency thaft a tmmerous and well or* 
ganized army will spring from these roots. 
Those,* who know nothing of the military pro- 
fession, are to learn it as fii9t ws possible, in 
order to be ready for training Spanish veeruits« 
which we are told by the general, are waiting 
our arrival on the Main. With this employ- 
ment and the study of the Spanish lan|;ii^ge, to 
make them«etvcs tmder«tood hy thehr new 
friends, all will have enough to do. It is no 
time to play now ; though h is ^^sy to sete 
that some of them, t:veti those of sedat^ ycarft 
think of nothing else, and the general has seem- 





* 


tmm 


3sr. 


James fiJaSf 


^. 


24. 


' Thomas GiU^ 


do. 


85. 


Johtt Sloore, 


do. 


26. 


David Burnetii 


do^ 



d by Google 



It 



^ V> tMOunge it. He ^opposn, perh«p% 
,^mino«r^toall6ii^tbongbtmight'<*fnake thick 
^flwi^fltaod/'cndiQrrrimrentin^ ambigu* 

ous voyage of some ^^ taste oTteiiousness.^ 
We are stationed in the different corps of 

tte Ci^fnbian .Army, in the manner of the 
' ii^owing recapitolation, ifvhich i also place m 
. Itie MUU^n for yoor inspection ;^ tiiia fonoa I 



• RECAPITULATIOK. 
£ftgmeers. 
|dfan Oifbrdf Fimt Lieuttmnb 

JtftiUery, 
Sfsmoel LowdoQi Cdfitaitu 

Willismi Hosack, First lieutenantr 

William Lowdon^ do. ' 

iRots Biggs, Second Liait^Mvt • 

Francis ^mrquharson, 4o» 

Corps cfjfrt^cers. 
Darid Hecbk;, ^l^ftMtu 

JFirJt Regimen^ Li^Ai Drng$oms^ 
Daniri R* Duming, Cva^uiaU' 

Gustanai ^^dolphus Bfirgvdd* do^ 

JPirit Regimeta ^Jk jfm m m . . 
JKiHiaai Aiaatn>ng» GdoneL 



^ . ■ M^. 
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documents, relating to our enterprise, which 
I may think you will be interested to s^^^^, 
it may be proper to communicate^ 

Colonel Armstrong is appointed quarter 
master general, with two assiatants^ (lieut^iu 
«nts Biggs and iVewton,) until further ^ordenr, 
captain Roorbach major of brigade, and captain 
Billop deputy pay-master general. 

After the establishment of our rank, station^ 
&c. we were informed what regimental uni- 
forms the commander in chief had adopted. 
They are adapted to a warm climate and may 
answer very well for a beginning, though be*- 
tween you and me, the patterns, whether ia- 



Outrlea Johnsofi^ First Lieutenant. 

Mik8L.HaU, do. 

Thomas GiU, do* 

First Regiment North Amerimn Infanirf^ y 

flThomas Lewis^ Colonel** 

Henrf Saads^ Major. 

James B. Gardner, Capuitt* 

Damd Kemper, Furst Ue^tteniiit 

Jc^n T. a Sh^ymi^ do. 

Hettry Newtost * Secosid LieiiteiUBitf 

Dartd fiuraett^ do. 

John Moore, do. 

uSamipl %ofield, of New York, is a{ipoiatoi Air* 
geott to the Army.. 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



tended f6r His cxcdlency, the oAcen dr pri- 
rates dte tiof meet our ideas of cither taste or 
el^nee. The order p<nnting out onr uniforms 
is thiis headed. I have transcribed the intro* 
dnction, itkh a tiew of showing jrou to what 
importance the afikir of regimentak is exalted 
by the sagacious author, to say nothing of the 
beauty of its composition. 

" G. OL'' *• Parok, Warren* Cotintersign^ 
Butikers Hill. As the first step towards cs* 
tablishang discipline in an army, is a fixed uni- 
form for each -corps, from which no partial 
deriation is to be made, without the specid 
permission of the commander in chief ; he bas^ 
ftff the present, fixed the fallowing umforms, 
for the ijifferent corps, with which he bopee 
the d ifferen t officers will proyide themselves, at 
soon as conrcnient,*^ Then comes a deserip^ 
tion of our particular regimentals. The in*^ 
ftntry dress in blue and yellow ; the artillery 
*^ blue ai>d red ; the engineers and artificetB 
ia blue and black velvet ; the riflemen in green ; 
and the dragoons in yeHow^and blue ; but I 
should Ifemish you with an honfff reading, 
^^e I to attempt to give you a correct idea of 
*tt tbiat variety of cut and fashion by which 
^f corps are respectively designated.. 
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We arc row sarKng along the soti^ cbtH^ 
St. Domingo, The land is very mouatamms 
and affords many delightful views ; 4lfdm^ 
there is scarcely any cullitation on the . pcrfl 
now insight, in proportion to its extent; '*l«6^ 
quemel is the place to which we arc l)0ii»4, 
and ^ day Of two at farthest will bring us into 
port. Here I imagine many circumstances 
wilJ occur worth relating; ifsoimy journal 
shM take care of them. 
. . ISt/i^ meridian. The harbour of Jacquethcl 
}$ now ill sight, and we have a fine steady 
l^reeze. Major Smith and captain Lewis arc 
preparing to set off for Port au Prince, on bu- 
siness relative to the expedition. Th^y arc 
going on shore in the boat beforir the ship au- 
<:hors^ and take guides and horses at Jacquemd 
to expedite their journey.- On their way ttey 
will cross the highest mountains of this Islaod* 

Half fast I J P. M. It is but a few min- 
utes since we recovered firona a mosttccrify- 
^ng accident. The jolly boat, by the ^cmskss- 
fiess of some of the sailor^i epset in limt^- 
ing down astern, the ettw being ia «t the 
same tititfe. They were struggling intktf^a 
&ty minutes ; but were all fortunateljc.si^cd 
by the spHrited exertions of tjbi^e s^oi^^ iv«ha 
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|pii^»ed overboard to their assistance. In tbb 
ymmk oif humanity, captain Gardner set the ex- 
wp»|^i by first throwing himself into the wa- 
;%er ; and he merits the liighest praise for his 
£etiikig and his courage, to which two of the 
»^y»rs owe Uieir lives. 



LETTER IV- . 

^ifficuiiy 0/ getting into port. ^^ A quarrel^ and 

its apfrthended mischiefs. Scene on the 

deck of the Leander. — Form of officers com* 
^,, fissions. — A sail seen. — Complaint of the 
^ ^ecis of delay. — Return ofCaft. Lewis. > 

Jacquemet harbour, Feb. 20, 1806r 

1 ' WE have arrived in^pOTt, but have had a 

: troublesome time ^nce my lost. A pilot caiBC 

'on board in the evening of the IJBth to conduct 

lis to anchor^ which he ordered to be cast t«D 

:toofrr the consequence . was, we lost it smd 

siicty fi^oms of cable, and were obliged to 

Stand out to sea.again« 

• 1 wish 1 bad. not to inform you of another 

' ^ffisagfveabie occurence j one, which I am sorry 

^^f^ say, does Htde credit to our chiefs and ouqr 

'^ttOittdeMtf ifi|iaK» if aatir«ia our eoterpriae. 
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A short tkae before <%pim JUwits )e£t ^4ilj^ 
for Jacque^i^l, a vic^nt quarrel toplj:.|4»0(e.bjr 
tweta him and colonel Ajnaa^tropg^ ot^^^imff^li 
by tiK iatter having strucl^ ^ §te^ar4 fii ^ 
former, for not peeping the table fur^tu|3e» 0f 
something of this kind^in projp^r Qr4f^; ,T.lif^ 
quarter-master general undertook, on deck, to 
punish the steward with a hearty rope's cd4* 
ing. Lewis hearuig the qrie^ of his servant, 
came from below to enquire into the cause ; 
and percei\dng what Armstrong was O^g. <^ 
dered htm to desist, which he 4idt but n(A 
without strenuously asserting bis right to chas- 
tise any person in the f^ip. Lewis tcdd^iiQ 
that he nhould exercise no such authority in. ^ 
vesaei vAme be Qo^i^qfijp^c^d^ Both exhibited 
:gt«at bitterness^ mf 4c9kM^Qtb€r ap abun- 
jdanse of hard ?iiriM<^, Tbc j^ncr^l toe* <bp 
side ^ Armstroi^g ; wd JU&wis, who h a PMP 
jBOt to l^]iniim49^^ l»y founding nam^ ^ 
dformed his e«celMcy^ 1^ neither Jie mu: J^ji 
a]uarter-ma5ter gciiteral vlii^ a^y Mm ^^ 
with the discipline of tbe ^^p, m^ tb^ wi^. 
^ crnnmattdod the Iiied[¥kri lie fh^^i^ fike. 
fwiemitttDattaw Mtrsiii^, opr anf 9f |m« c^«c 
x»n5, to assume aut^tity^ wiH^h af>rjf|^ht;^ ^filff- 
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i^* tmrmth ii»t9 sbcwo on all sides, but m 
^ highest degree by the general himself, who 
isfpjpteared, befx^e the sfcorjn was over, more fit 
Sbr bedlam than for the command of an armjr« 
^everlasting breach, ifear, isaow made be- 
tween hiip and the captmn. Among other 
fhings sa^d in the heat of their fury, Miranda 
insisted that the «hip was hU property, and 
tiiat the captain vms obliged to comm^d l^r 
lixidcr 4iis directions \ whilst Ijewismpre |than 
intimated, Jthat tiU she was paid for, he was to 
be epnsuteed, and had a will In tiie bui»ine8S« 

'it is paittful, and^ven shocking, to discov^ 
elr that o^ir chief is capable of so much passion^ 
land up^n such an occasion^ It is not a little 
important to us, that he, who holds our fortunes 
it) Ms bands, and is to govern us, shourlil be 
slbie to govern himself. The conduct I have 
related is equally against his dignity^ and a- 
gMnst bis prudence. We depend on the sai. 
hfts^ who are bound to us by nothing but the 
^ttp's articles, who are nearly one hundred and 
fifty to join Ihe .army; but this cannot be cf- 
fected wiAout the -cooperation and counte- 
ttbce trf licwis. AH of them, except about 
ti^rity volunteers, collected from the butchers 
aliyils^m ^ear market^ to be dragoons^ and ex* 
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change .the clever for the broad swor9| hilVe 
sailed with him before, and are very much at^J 
tached to him* When they find the authority, 
which, according to the usage of the sea/ be- 
longs exclusively to the captain of the tiiAp; 
assumed bv Miranda and hisofllcers, they will 
certainly consider themselves injured, and will 
side with the captain. If Lewis sets his face 
against their enlisting, they will not listen to 
the proposals of serving on land and becoift* 
ing musket men. Miranda has tfaerdfore eve- 
ry motive of interest, if ho other, to keep oft 
good terms with the ship master. If this quar- 
rel does not stop where it is, we may as wdl 
relinquish the expedition, for it cannot pro^ptfr 
under such dissensions. 

February %Sd, The following is the scene 
now exhibited on the deck of our ship from 
sun rising to sun set ; \ ' ' " 

One side of the quarter deck is occupie€4ly 
a printing press, at which several young tfkn 
of that profession are busy in striking off' Ac 
general's proclamations to the people df Soirtb 
America, and setting the types for printing Mr 
^commissions. The other sid6 is takefi'^np 
^th two groups of Mars' youngest sons, ^il- 
|f6yed with military books ; some 8tadytt|fi 
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^jHOM nadingi ,«ad others looking at the pic- 
tm^s* His excellency is: at the bead of one 
of ttiese parties, philosophizing on various 
subjects, and passing from one to another with 
bU peculiar volubility. / At this moment he is 
planting the dangers of a military life. He 
OQcIs every recite) of.hardships, by tellii^ the 
young gentlemen how much honor results to 
those who bear them with fortitude. Notwith- 
ajUflding this encouraging conclusion, the 
yonng^ers look ratheraghast ! whidi he ob- 
SMVes in sikncev 

When the old gentleman gets upon this to* 

^fkk^ whichhe does almost daily, he never foils 

ta mferm hh puptts of his own Teats and suf<^ 

i^crings when he was young and in the wars. 

Jiis counHnance, which is alwjays extremely 

txproimTe at .such times, g^ves evidence of 

^ great pleasure he feels in dwelling on *^ dis* 

viattroiis dbanoesP and *' hair breadth 'scapes." 

' X^sonfess to you, I am sorry to find he loves 

Meanly to talk of himself, and likes those best 

tmrbo' appear most williEng to hew him on this 

.iMP)B|cct ^ for Ibdieve that vanity and ^otisv^ 

qirhicbare qualitiesdcstitttteof any recommenda- 

.fl^oqpbatcver, aregenemUy associated with ot])er 

^^Uptabtbathaveino claims to approbation. I qayst 
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confirss toA^ tliti hi appiNers i»t « lUHr 
tured with pedantry ; a ftwtAonMst fink » Ok- 
AcsdmiciaB, but not so respectnWe mslei^D 
aod state$man« 

Next b seen thd af'OMiHvr's bencdi^ with itf 
his apparatus for repairing otdmtisk^s^pi^t^ 
lesii b^oneta and rusQr swo^da. ThM iM^ 
has hb hamb fidK as ourahnt are none «f the 
best f and seen^ te hate beat aU'eadgr ciriidcann^ 
ed ki some other servtcew Whoever purdhbaatf 
theoi ftr the expeditioii, wit eiltHtr m 
of armsi or he has be^n kkdor to^ k&statlf J 
his employer. 

A few ftet freiii tke pitee ytbui^ IiUm JMt( 
Hfrm^^ ia a tgmf »t ctf 9bim^ liMc^^ w^ 
wilearsi goiiig thronglithD mariual exercaae^ 
B^dcr tbe dirwtton at a driU aorgemtv ivM^ 
looks as b^ as a ^im^ dud roarsr nnaiy at 
letld; I hopfei hd »ay §iel asrfiera^ tiiben frb 
ihaU have aam^bihg ^ihraauS to 6btL . faaahi « 
TiQinity gf tticile finUaws^ the reftitieiiMl .tai- •^ 
ler, and half a dbaea tH Mn tr^MoA teflg^ da*^ 
eiptes are plE^oed^ sifrroudded by the mu^nHkt 
afid imj^feRieQits 1^ thtir triAfaab Abttkili^ * 
th^ are aefeial ciurpeolKm, eoipkyed ii^ wato 
kig ^ivMierfbofi&es^ wiliiwiiiGh.Qi«ritwa^ 
ia«»]^afiMd4 QeyMd Ifoia tba 
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sioto/Wflridfigs'W^ ^ir rtipes^^tar blocks, Set* 
a*l bene my description ends. 

^-Qisi 9&nefm% thiese execrations, ^e general 
lookB mightily, pleased, aiid says,^ *^ we shall 
sAODibe ready for the Mm*" £^ry thing 
gipn.oo merrily ; but we are not pcmiitdd to- 
st^ on shore; thbisa^-eatluHrdshiptonuwiy; 
for my fmrt, I dont know the cai^seerf* the pro* 
hifaiiifm, wx do I cdn much wfien k is re-^ 

^ '^ebrwary SIfif A. I give fr copy of the com^ 
mnnons intended fcbr the officers of Miranda's^ 
army. They are &)ished to-day .^ 
.<v << Dov Fbancisco b« Mtnhm^My 
^\Gmmsmn^ in Chief ofthe Cotonbian Army^ 
; j" fif virtue of power a^ authority vested 
ia ^de, I jMnel^ constkiite and appoin t ■ i ■ r 
btffae acmy of Cotmnbia^^undfer my ednwitodf 
an4iall officers^ his superiota and inferiors^ 
nci|9Cpfli|i^9«iqi^oftdiH^^^ othersv 

tfe(;her^ miphred to rp^pept and obey him 
ZA^^ffi^^ ^ipreeable to the; airtielea of wm*. 

ISgBed) •MRA^ J »J^ MIRANDA. 
*f SllfellA* MoLurr, S^e^rya^ Sbgt^^^ •• 

%ieraL hitndredc€ liiraiida'a prootonations^ 
VPifl»9tedtQii: Tfa^^eiD^ilifestos, adribrfcased 
%>|te4Wplf ^Scaiili ilmerioa, as^yDu'wouti 
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cxpdety de^re his yitm ihd lHtei«lM»<^«ll|| 
respect to their caiiiitry« Th^ paiMC ifrttNH 
bit Huiguagt the iteMipt «Hd iwlHplM lA. 
jikHes, vmAtr wMch ifeetie |n»^«II {iMMHt4(it 
bw:} all<ar %hidi Ik prothliwiis l» KflibW) 
ada ^ht^ alM» iMfttofft tte iMHabitiAfft Itf 'ff««l<f 
dt^ari^kin, lib# thejr »t to 9«g«i«tt mm* 

Iit«i«ys ifrrtve. 

This document pots ah end to the hnc^gtiM* 
tioft»» wtikh wmt of dw company ctum aii i a a , 
thMwe 'A^rb deiAlMd«»tliat|Mrt«PiheSfiifb* 
ish dominions^ iVhkh'h«d imtdo, or aM» abOOt 
to mabevncawttMmiaitBvn iMoAeltHmt^^iiem' 
CMntm, It k «3koiAefltdM«tiAe««tfiN» 
imtofthe pmnMUM vf the Utiiiad<8Mfts 
indi-e«r 8elieitt«»« Mi whkAi vve 4u(«e' a>««)ri 
reficd, at teaM«o^fera» to^bdim^ tlMt imvmt 
n0r<e<mtmvafiagiiRnwMB8r, tior«Kp»sif^««F* 
- s^veb to the ^ft up fctf tf ure tir^duMi»v<«i4ib>«re^ 
tiie4ie0d<ofgfttMa46ffiidirirtt. !Btitth««gh<tl^ 

^teM^i^t^ e«teeiiivt«f <mr c^tantt^, «be-|te* 
tare of Mi»MiA>i)iiilMitld)i9,<ttidtbe«iMtt«n' 

^' now totep^ «Mdtt <llfe%itpi>esnoii, tHiit «»» 
•^«|l»4>ifnlibitu<ii»<;-Mil ftait ^ 1Mri«itdl 
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'YfMMaaivr «n0Ct)iti§ we B«w a strange aaU off 
J>» fcii Uu w» woffvatA bg aoMtetotea Fcoicb 
ftlmm«f. Iwuitfs In Gre«i»fp«atii«|uietMils' 
ift IfceysMttaltftwiiid. Tta* a^fgmtB^ot^f a 
?»eaicb ftigiie viioal^f lane «» en a «faagreca. 
Ue«liMMiom for «re.ooiM not potsibiyi^ 
enrt, Ifahe wereidiapoeed to pvcvemit, aptd liw 
IiaB4^»withhi»cx««llenc9r.|>aQ Wxwonmmdt 

.1^ attflMa9»«ndvigllen«e«ftbs MoiiaiBqra, 
lL*m» tmyatko «gMief «he Cleoi^atra. i 
nht^km fimotvoi tlntH» igmm^imd hf fapii 
-netimi asaaianec^ oC captaon Wight's f9>> 
iopsttftioiiii .lEwety ¥Qiaai» thatia^aaeiHmlin 
t^ie etftttgv«»ekea Mi imvs «r cwiio»^ .; j^xl 
;le<«dA«inftO» «» Mftteat fMMiwHl]^ 4b«t 

Mlkittg ffthey fcaw^-jMiaigjIii, lC»*Uie^ 
• apjr ^bMs «A <«e«K-9 <(!»( tetsii'iB tbft Ci««« 
f ]ldrtira$^ ' tip«^ ftfewtmg an <anffmsnifaie mtfvt 
. from iie 'obseinren, lie mtfytti ** mA\, aev«r 
•^ttfind, ^looM* she aot jein «s beati tiK ^^ 
-dmnetovSKMi'tbeSpBnishlifiiuk" jWlthiB^ 
( cAn^brtea <«» in<k» w ^niag^Me «hat 4^ Hfitieh 
- UiervatllMmscfHtt-^iik ««fvaiieeeia;'' '1P^;<ir 
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pka foe seoormg Jtfaeir ak^; im4 m^i^fmilmmi: 
tliem are directed to a single ship ftcc|dBi](»d)pi* 
spoken at sea. Tho^ is a riepoit bejiee diat Uie, 
UlikedStat^'are %tin|^ ofittwo fr^fM %^, oftuftr 
i0fepursu|tofuf^caiKlitctuslMck. Weeati^ 
not trace this^borjr to it» Qi%iiiy:biif 44^Ciiiit 
im^^bleandridkulotts«j. Ci^ptatii hcvrimmA. 
M^w Sipitb baice b^n goiie to P^nrt m 2mm 
tefi days, (fiv^, kmger.thaii was lexpocted^ ^^ ' 
distiuice beii^ about one dajf?s JQurn^}«i»i - 
not a Jipe.has been jeceiv6d frote thepfu TJiis ' 
dc^\isj^j^JbmQiii^* , If tbe^hiinibMofour ^ 
suace$8 dg^od <Hx aurfNri^e^ the^ nan^.be dif ^ 
«Moi^QgAv^rymQ^ni»t. Weji^^lculat^aa^; 
bek)g lit C^aoGos befc^D this« We wait th^ r^ 
tfti^i (tf^tbeie fe|itlQinite.m)h a«s;|ety on isev««a};^ 
ac^Mats* I sfanU be^iGMuqrtiU^I a^iio)¥ iiAwis ot 
andJV^riw4»iiiMt om^4»iQtheri^«in. It is to br i' 

f^tHttioii, jin^Mnpng Ibflk ¥fiif»di^ti» reason, and a 
Wi»n ^ JMi^ ^^NWi iniMlm^i^ li ^b^*^u 
^Nl Mt«*i an^fc «»crvr4^ tbey c^» 

«Q9ft|N^^gW%c i ^JMltt ^x^^fc^ tip^ bri»ch «^ x' 
b9^]»fy«V^bIe; % I have^%pi4)bser^iyifi|»,l; 

Vt^)MP«^t Hk fifis iw WW y M i Wt iMt^sfiv;t9ry |0;bq|I^ ^^ 
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MMteg^ itis^te conMienceftittit oimiMMit 
enmkf. Tfa^ tiaptaon is high sphitecl and ww 
ykMmg i^ andr the generai I am pMsvaded is a 
naft of aiunbl jT iitfmptr^ obstinate aad ^ttrrnuo- 
e^ Tbc jiHUciotis mterpoatiMr of a HkM 
pefsmi, in such a case, will sometimeabe eftoi 
ted'iif diia steH be aecessary I hope Kb§or R* 
who is qaalifiad fet die office wHI try fabinftok 
tmet We loolt for tbe rettim of fi^ gentte* 
iBiaa wtti» soli^iiode^D aMther aecount The 
yneral pt^ssea fcr btliere we shaB be joined 
by the Emperor, a nobie cAiip now at Port an 
Brtfic^ onicter the Command of oaptain Jacob 
Wkis IbrMher of the coatalaader of oitr ship) 
iFho'b a man ctf madwicew it ia atq;>po8ed 
aur itessedgers aord datamed at Port m PrinM 
to atteaopt arrangementa tat tin purpose^ 
Tteahlp wfll ^be.a great: aequbittea, and imt 
dead will foe necessaf)^ if aAneb f0i«e ia wiqum 
tdUav oKir uidcrtUiii^^ and no.Bailiab vesaal 
tf Via*! aa we i^ptfriMHidi ia ebgaged* 

Tba^Sslack £tilperar^ piintipal officer tti& 
^iMiad at tito pilvt basaem a ietaer <hi boand M 
d^^^vwumandiiig officer ^ the Leander, de<» 
teMiliigtheieaaaii'irby'OQr tfaip^has noten^ 
temd at the custom house. Ilie'true feason^ 
^ st^l^ose) IS thaltk wtta deecn^unneceiteiury to 
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go thrQii|^/tlii9 feon, we having no riewtof 
trade, fmd nothing on boaTd, but what is in* 
tended- kor. our own use. I da not koow.;Vi43Kil 
answer, ^s lettet reeeived ; but tbe ^uM^Cb 
ionMod ; and auny umiaoftl "preeatitiioos are 
lo too obsem^ . , 

. Monddy^ ad. Marek. Ye9lteft% aJett^tr- 
rived from Capt« Lewis, announ«Bg Mb iniriw 
tion . qj[ retoirning this day. He has come ac- 
eordingly t but he brings no inteliigence Ihat is 
msnle publick, nor can mc judge what is tbr 
laUkofiii&pfQceedings. ... 
; The jaeetiog jbetMremc;him'and hjs £pcc!e|[« 
(encjr, though not the mc^t cordial, is togM 
firiendiy than L expected, and icannot but hope 
tjbcit: contention wiU now d^ The^ o&cMt 
tse to be permitted to go on shore to-morroff» 
and some of the young men aire bsAf frantick 
laitt) the Uea; Ooe half wiii be atlowdd to leave 
Ihe^^ip at one ^me, and aU. wiU draw lots iff 
tbe^ morning to determine who shall first b^J^ 
oittofpriaom If I gcAA&ftttni,! sh<dlei^ 
chatoge it wHh. aomcpne.iimfiit e^er.ftnr ^ 
tths^t thiovmyaclf, that L joa j^ :fiM^h itUs^m^ 
^vaid by a vessel that ^Attt i()f thi^47h«|a^ 
^leain twodiys*. . . :. r 
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K .. LETTER V. 

Ckiwmlnmi ^mrs, . ^ptayed^-^^Scksmer Bh 

cMfwM:-^SkpmH ffmn lAguir^^^Atp^ 

'^.^^Dismriamie in the Beti-^Uisapfomi* 

mcnt respectif^ the ship Emper$r.*^ch6tm^ 

' BatchM efig^fged-^wppoMcd ta britig a spy-^ 

Trmmau 0^ m Dmmh ve$sd. 

Utareh 12/A, i$06. '' 

THIS day the €<>kttribian colours were dls^ 

^ayed on board ftr thcf first dmc. This En- 

sigivis formed of tlie three primary colours 

which predominate in the rainbo w. We made 

i'ftte on the 6ccasioh-^a gtin was fired and 

toasts \i ere drank to the auspices of a standard; 

^tiichls expected to Wave to the triumph of 

tf^om and humanity in a country long ops 

pressed. ^ . . ' r 

^ 14/A. Our aitentian has for several days 

Sfetiit' attracted by the schooner mentioned be- 

we/ She is equipped* as a privateer, and frei 

^entiy Kills backwards ahd forwards acrbs^ 

'fe h^our. She comes very often withiii 

Sto s!hdj and remainfs in sight for hours ; and 

»lifobably a French privateer or some vessel 

stationed here to ^tch our motions. Last 

^%hl the ^taPtd'ufoas doubled ftgain and orders 
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* givett to keep a strict look-otit ; ui 
prehension that she might serai her boils in^ 
euiout-some vesscteiit {»orl, i«)Uah4nir^gea8» 
nd, in the exerclsetof fhcvngfait-ef iheainag- 
est) U «• ^Hher, 4ii/^l ^ndmAbtoiif pfoiwl, 
skouldk-be^ttQlnpled. V 

T|ie*8i(pefK;argoMtpfned|:friMp i^ 
to-day • He brings no Miws^rf iflterMly^Meft 
tliatl iifider$tfimlt^hnhiladelphia s^MKKier, d»Il* 
cd thq ja^c^, ch«i(» j^<M)il A))M(f^l^ |6;« 
thp l-f?fi|ider. HayiBg .W> igMf», r«!»e /W» «# 
jNddtp Qi»rl»i€^ #9JI|u^. a#,teQWPO«^ 
by t^ilg ovit^pineiof pw* Al9ip^6v994:j«fPh 

,snoH iahip» . . / ; tw 

16^A* .An.»e(«r^m4iWiOCC|i^rr:Pd#^t-^K§to^ 
a ws>feion w my i»indAbfttiwetsh8ttp«l;#»*« 
at the Main unlocked for. . A schoonw joaiWI 
kviif ne ^^e^t^rday .Msned ;the ^b»c«hu»s.tltt jreift 
t^r 0f whtfih gav^ jliicfoUQwiog aecojint^ wibq^ 
bailed fey ihe I^andec, viz. tW be ^Icd fh^K 
p4>tl^del|)Jiiaflwintf^ L.^gttiri,;and^is;anfii^ 
th^?e he ifednd ^ ipjdjQe bteAadedi^^rJic^A 
that all tfee ▼efi»eb;in|)qrt w<n»imdet clliibsvm 
^I donH^jknpw wb^oh) ^andliier^fiSHrc ^4Qf|4i^ 
Ae. best^f bis m^iU^ &t* Domingo. QnsA^ 
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IrpRofiriset not to kfiow^ TTUs rdatUn of 4« 
n^etf wa9 as4 ^ rcpfcscatcd to tlie cooipaty: 
Wi^lKiard, ivbo yo« wajF stippose iHPe Hialomlly 
B^pmttiire on the subject, as eathkd to tta 
owW<n oc> Ttfe geoerd and captain apposred 
imuliarly iqertduJiCHis. But I observed u^ kept 
osr diief find hts eonfideiitbd ttfiocrs^ fiorhoura 
ai seoret cbnversatiOB. 

It beings ipy tuna to go on shore, t was ths 
iMre deakdiia to> improve it, m dK hope of 
gtUhi^ some fortlier intelligence at die ooflbe 
hMuie or dsevbere ; for on board noting is to 
bb learned (^ ai^jr material circumstance^ and 
^^^^ turiod^ is discouraged as inconsistent 
wi A tkat confidence and secrecy wblcK is i^* 
cessary to be maintained by the principals in 
fte expedition. But 1 gained no aatisfactiofli 
m, meeting with any of the oflcers or crew of 
tfe? Bacchus. What information I received fii- 
^'^wW the suspicion that the vessel, perhaps* 
*^<)ugh the agency of the Spanish minister^ 
feft PliHadrfphia as a spy j or at least that she 
<W m that chatttcter froftti the Main to tWs 
^tiice. * Ndtwitfestaiiding hh apparent con^ 
*^*I^ of the master's story, I find that Miran« 
^ proposes to taicc measures that no persons 
^V^bknt ber aball niake such communications 
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as may injure the expedition ; which steps te 
says are justified by the laws of nations, and 
very probably she will not be allowed to leave 
this 4)efore us. 

This mornir^ arrived here the Aspaa^a froiii 
Baltimore, mounting fourteen guns, command-' 
ed by captain Bumberry. Soon fiftcr she catne 
in sight, she hoisted two ^gnals and fired two 
guns, and the privateer schooner, which has 
appeared so o&en, after apparently standing 
out to escape her; hove about and come with- 
in speaking distance. Our doubts whether the 
ship was a friend or enemy, occasioned Lewi$ 
to prepare the Leander for defence ; and we 
remained at .our quarter^ till we saw her tak*. 
ing in sail and making ready to anchor. Cap- 
tain B. confirms our suspicions respecting the . 
schooner. 

March \%th. The Bee lies dose under our 
stern ;' last night between eight and ninc/ 
o'clock, a voice from her. called for assistance^, 
and at the same time the noise secerned to indi- 
cate a .jButiny or riot.^ Several of the , Lean^ 
dcr's principal officers, armed, hastened on. 
board and soon prqduced silence, bringing four 
or five sailors away, who were put in iron?;. 
•i4u;ring the night. I^: £|ppears, however, that^ 
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the disturbance was nothiiig but the effect of 
the liquor drank to the honour of St. Patrick's 
^y. . But it seemed* to give the general as 
much alarm as if it had been a concerted mu« 
iiny. Two of tftar non-cohimissioned officers 
were yesterday turned into the ranks for inso- 
lence to their sui!>eriors«' Mihindb is growing 
more strict^ and not without necessity, in my 
opinion. Many of out peopAe seem as if too 
well instructed in the right of self-government, 
to be governed by the authcrhy, or submit to 
the ordinary and indispensable restraints of 
m3it»*y servicer. . 

March 22d. After all our delav, we are not 
to -be joined by the Emperor^ A weet ago 
intelligence was received, that she had put to 
sea with the intention of joining the Leanderr 
A gentleman this morning from Port au Prince^ 
gives infbrmaCibn that she fias returned into 
port.'. The reason is supposed to be, that the 
law of Congress, prohibiting intercourse with 
St. Domingo, and the news of which, had 
just come, induces captain Jacob Lewis to re- 
main, in carder to close his business in the 
island; 

The. schooner Bacchus is to be taken into 
Qur service, she is or will be purcfiased by % 
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mifilMit I>Mifthiie» mud diutered by MiW^&« 
The dfietrt and ^n^w of this ^htemr have 
iMt been on botrd ctf her for smne time. They 
ttMBt hate been either persuaded or eotaptli^ 
lo ^tisi^pear. That she was from the first, re- 
garded with stt^icion by the general, is cer<- 
tain* The night after the arrival of the Bae* 
ohttSf m gcaitleman who arrived in her came en 
board our ship on the j^etence ct visiting m 
ofteer irf l^s acquaintioi^ and 'while here, I 
know be learned a niunber of (>iaticulars re- 
$pecti^ our enterprise. He has not been seeA 
since. It is said, I believe with tniih« that 
Miranda coosideived him a «^f and lias ofaUgcd 
lum to give stcw^^ dliat he vtill n&t Ifi*vc 
tWs isknd until we are gone, and tfalOk he 
keeps himadlf olosft M boaird soine ^vtmael in 
port* 

The m^lain Don^ue, of whom I liave 
$p6kisa^ is a neamoi by profession 4 and uras 
i^pointed a major ki the Columbian factngr^ mai 
the 19th inst. atid Jonathan Smith, 'os^su* 
percargd, was the same day ndade a brevet 
m^or. 

This night three American vessels skiled, 
bomieward bound. The Leahder has been tak* 
^ upon herself aks^ ^at I for one, cannot 
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a^l^V€«^" Biit yfhfin there «rp no kKWAitolw 

fpllow:ed» it is well uiiderstpod» that those who* 
j^vGC, the . pOwer« makes lawa far Uieiiiselvea^ 
(t Wws ^u^^c^ted that the.Cbarkstoa packet/ 
(one of the vessels just locntioned) has tikei^ 
auiray two pf our sailors^ the s^ond mate witlt 
a party of armed men was dispatched for thcmg; 
and upoa seslrch found that no man belongings 
to us was in the suspected ves^L . Oa seaiiagl 
«|ut to return, the mate ordered the muskets^ 
and pistols of bis crew to be discharged to pre- 
vent injury in rowing back» Tlie flashes were-* 
spcn by us, the packet being about two nvilo^* 
Qistant, and it was supposed her captaiq had^ 
refused to submit to search and that the ojfi?cr' 
had used force to execute his orders. Upoa 
thi^ another boat with an armed crew went out* 
under the commarid of the chief Mate, ind, 
meeting thp first boat on, its way back» they; 
went atong side of a Danish schooner propo&r. 
ii^gisos^rch her fpr our aliisent sxmrt.. 'Kim, 
master protested against it as^ a usurpation iok 
such language as^suc^ conduct woj^l^ na^ur^y^, 
provoke, but without effect. ; Hewas not only., 
ob^ed right or wrcfqg to pp^ his hatchesi 
^f!, tciceiyed mu<^ atHis<$^ 
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MtiitMrlhflles, hcMtH grtthignfat UtWvm 
«f tiiar ttbfct sevcrtiy Uld «>v«r tiid bM&t ^ 
Tiey fe)K«d wie ««itior«ut Of lAsbeaHiMf 
Urouf^MmtotlleLetnideri WuA^iti^tvMeti 
to 5«sitify -(heir prMCvdlngft by ^Sfitstg thkt^ 
iiqpiuR of the Ycssrt to whldi lie fc^ihciiy ke^ 
longed tefl |;iy«i tfaMi ^MrmiMiGM Id sec«»r» 
Km ^iheaevrr found I Had Lewte been kevti 
I duid& tiiu woold not teve taktu pteo». 



LETTER VI. 

JhripiitaHoHafUr departure. — Declaration maU 
and sworn to by the officers ^^ompenstttio^ 
tfthe officers, 

March 2S/^» 1<0«. 

THE fast three sftays have been p»t\<!uUg>- 
ly employed in preparations for #ta J andlp**- 
•svnie feom the 4irrangements lately cna^e, urti 
. riiaM not remain here wuch longfcr. We ha^nt 
«ecefted oar celnitiissions asoficers in il^ 
Cc^tM&n army, and madfc the foHowTng^e*'' 
gagemeMs and 'oath^ fidelity to the caase. . 

*^ Aa la# Is the basis of disclpliM am) f«^- 
• tt^tirity ill an artifi^. W* thfe snbscittidrs, ^ 
'agree to accept from generd Don Fraocuco 
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9t StRnrtOM^ file vincrcttt csoraniissiDiiB nA 

ranks (as specified therein) io th? army of Oc^ 

MiisWa, tidw tshing, or to be hMsed by him, 

iit^ isetvke of i!he Are i^eoplt of Soodi A^i-^ 

Brerka, independent of Spain. And mnr do also 

htfthf ^soleiiinly promise to be governed in dl 

tnngs agreeable to^ the articles of war rf thft 

United Stated of North America ; with such 

iAterattons inform ofJy (as have been readan4. 

Exhibited to us) so as to adapt them to the dif* 

ference of government under which we now 

toe^ w may be ; lind until regularly discharged 

i^om the said army by him, or his successors, 

legally appointed by the supreme authority of 

th^t country after the service of at least two 

campaigns ; and we acknowledge to have tak« 

en the oath hereunto annexed, as prescribed bf 

the third section of the articles of war.— via: '* 

. ^'^ I swear to be true and £iithful to the frqi 

::peo{!ie of* South America independent of SpaiO^ 

jimd to sbrvethem honestly and faithfully against 

aR their enemies or opposers whatsoever, and 

to observe and obey the orders of ^e ^supreme 

government of that country legally appointed ; 

«nd the orders of the generai and officers set 

. ervicr me by thetik. On hard the Lttmdcr^ 
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Major Saads feeling some scrufdes, fi^/aaufA. 
subscribing to* this oath, said that he wishcdf 
to be ^' perfectly satisfied** that by his engage-" 
ment in this expedition, it should not be.un-' 
derstood that he did in any measure abjure hi* 
own country. Miranda observed that in order 
to put our minds at rest on tiiis subject, the 
major or any other gentleman who chose might 
annex to his signature of the covenant and 
oath, ** that they did not intend by takin^r it to 
cancel their allegiance to the United States/* 
This declaration of Miranda was requisite to 
the satisfaction of the officers generally, though 
one of the number chose to remark, *' if your, 
excellency permits every person to make his" 
tri&ing objections, it will require a long time ' 
before this well understood* business can be 
finished and what can be done on a sheet of 
paper will require volumes.*' It is not very " 
obvious what could prompf this derision of the 
scruples of his associates, unless that being a " 
lawyer, he thought the judge advocate gener^ ' 
alcy of the free people of Columbia would be^ 
most likely to fall upon the greatest ftattciier 
qf the commander in chief. 

This qgtestbn being settled on deck, the ofi 
iiqi»rs wore summoi^ iato tlje cubin> where * 
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f^ Amstrat^ tt$A una wrpuimd toe flttiohs 

of war of the United Slates ; nul the altera. 

Itms m/9Pm not in Bubctance or sfHtit, which 

were to be mide in them. "^V Notice gentle* 

men," said the colonel, ** the object of this 

change b to suit the wording of the articles to 

the local names and situations of the country 

where they are to take effect { thus for the «r« 

my ^ the United States, will be substituted 

t^ army of South America ; and for the Pre. 

sident, or Congress of the Uiiited States, will 

be used the Supreme Authority of the free 

people of South America, or something of this 

kind%" Tte busbess being thus well under* 

Itood, ^e¥«ry t>fficer^ accordmg to ranic, tmiL 

the oadi and iMibscribed his Msne to ^ «Ui* 

|itit>a Yoo may obsienre there mve Bocondi** 

tions 9s to compensation made with m by MU 

nnda, 'cotoqit ihaet we dnU hara the benefit trf 

the articles of War t>f the United States. Wimi 

we engs^ed at New-YoiiL ^th his agents vm 

Wi^e primmed pay xm the Jsost liberal «eale« 

The pay t>f a colonel was to be ten dollan per 

^) a major eight, a captain siac^ a li^frtenaait 

four, ficc« In the general order assigning ufe 

•or eommissioas, you must hate motioedi wt . 
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were to commence rtnk and paytFcmlkt b6t 
giitning^of this year. ■ j 

> Towards evening capt. Lewis returned firoBV 
Port au Prmce and set sUiout the liiSt prepwa^ 
tions far our departure* 



LETTER VIL 

Departure from Jacqucmel — Change (f men 
\ to the schooner s.-^Officerg engaged at thii 
island. — A brawl. — A sail seen. 

Leander at sea^ March 2StAy .1806* 

* AT length is terminated our tedious sta|r at 
Jacqucmel ; and we go we trust ** to— ?somc: 
enterprise that hath a stomach in*t.^' Our na- 
val force is the Leander, attended by tiwo' 
schocmcrs, the Bee and Bacchus. The ivumn 
ber of us all does, not ejceeed two hundred ; fol^ 
we have not recruited our number at this JsU. 
and, except with a few officers, and one man;0£ 
colour^ for a pilot. The men want discipline 
and the officers experience ; this appears to 
you no doubt a miserable foi>ce« Miranda 
does not pretend to turn his eyes fronl /our^ 
weajcness, but pro£EStes.ta l>ave other depcm 
dence. He has continually assured us that 
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tliere arc good officers and g<xHi soldiers, widi 
an abundance of every thing in readiness for 
09, the moment we set our feet in South 
Atneiica, iwhi6h, to use his own wcnrds, 
** ceases that instant to belong to the King of 
Spain.'* The command of the Bacchus has 
been given. to capt. Gardner, the Bee is in 
charge of her original master, i/vhose name is 
Huddfe. The former has proposed to mount 
several short carronades, but the general insists 
that there is little danger and as little occasion 
to arm^ and has confined him to one gun. 
If we fall in with French or Spaniards of any 
fcircei I think our ca^e will be desperate — 
and the ** question of the fight'* will be our 
nceks. 

The Leander being extremely full, it was 
necessary to provide for a part of th\ troops in 
the sehoohers. For obvious reasons, those, 
to whom the proposition of going on board 
^iese unprotected vessels, objected, as far. as 
consisted with military obedience. After con* 
sidemUe difficulty seven officers and several 
. nm^ ineluding tlie printer* were prevailed up- 
on orrather compelled to change their vessel. 
Neith^ of the schooners, I am informed, has 
t &in^e regular pa^er to save her from bein^ 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



I 



u 

oq^tured by ^ craisqn w [nriv^lairs, wlMtfei; 
cwiy where infest tJn^Q wMers ; ^ Uioii d«» 
peodence b kecpiog cVoar to U» X.eiuWkr--i|^ 
thcgr acparalc, may Heavtsn'a meroics br Alk 
pcotectioA, for they hav^jio other « 

Several gentlemcii joineA uft jus^ before vt^^ 
left lacqueioeK Yout will find their fiMptes a»4 
caoks in the general order of yesterday* — Tfcfr 
tiifo fiist g!Qnilemen oa thn list are spoliCA q£ 
in terms of high cpmmendation^ a^ being $«i^ 
chatactcrs a9 we greatly oeed ; wboaejits^tiwn 
with us is sincerely welcomed, though I p^^ 
ceive their rank^ i^ envied» because they Jire 
ouMsidered as having superceded sQme n/^y^* 



* << Lundar 9f Jacfuemelt Mardk xpb^ iMk 
« G. O. «« ParoIe» MarceUns, CoHiitersigiv Intrepidity' 
<' Tli^ Commander in Chief has been pleai^d to maka 
the following appointments an t)ie 

Fifjt Rigimeftt §f (North American J Infantry. 
George W. KirUand, Es). to be a Lieut. Cdoneh 
Jeremiah Powdl^ Esq. Major. 

James F* LecHie, Gent. Captain. 

Charies Litin(saas» Gent fiiil LieUMiaf^^ 

Robert ClaA» GeaL do. 

Abraham Juda^ Gcait. ^ Surgeon ip. the Armf' ^ 
Imu Stedmang^ Quarter Master with the 

fankofa^U^atmaiit«* 
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4flte^ otjh^ n»0^k$ standing. Lieut, colonel 
KirUand has the reputation of being an tntre* 
j^M man, accustomed to service, possessing 
<!xceHent talents, a liberal education, and con- 
siderable nniiitar^ knowledge. 
' Mf. Fbweil*, frotti what I am informed, is 
A%^ no small acquisition. Though not so ex^ 
teasiv^ly versed in the military art, he has all 
dte rec|utsite qualifications for becoming a good 
bficer and is fuH of military ambition. He 
l^s been well educated and possesses abilities 
much beyond mediocrity, with the most ami- 
able manners. 

We hare expettattdhs that a Mr. Windsor, 
tow at Port au Prince and the particular friend 
of these gentlemeui would have joined us ; his 
cWacter would have ensured Him a respectful 
ttlcome ; but his private afiaifs 'arrested hi^ 
purpose. " 

Of .^ qtlalhy tfitd standing df i^ak rest c^ 
6ttif new assocbt^s I have heard nothing either 
food ot ijfad. If they do arfy thing worth rd- 
eordihg you shall hear 1%. 

We had not been under wpigh but t littltf 
thiite iicfore the demon df coAte»ti«n appeartsf 
tftAu Thd Ifce a few hours ag(» ran fdut <i 
«Ur dup^ atfl^e the small kloat is<era into « 
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{thousand pieces ; carriedaway ouf taff*riilaa4 
lost her own jib-boom. Immediately col. A; 
:ivith the speaking trumpet began to reprimw4 
the master of the schooner, and ordere;d him 8t 
his peril never to approach sa near the Leitt- 
der in futuiie. J^wis instantly kindled at this 
interference of the quarter master ge;oeral wit| 
his duty» and without any ceremony command- 
ed him not to repeat an action of the kiniL 
High andinsulting words passed on both sides i 
till Miranda thought it necessary to take paft 
in the affray, and jiotwithstai\4ing his disposi* 
lion to support his nearest officer, in this ip^ 
' stanco he decided against him. He schooled 
him very severely* Armstrong received these 
rebukes with great meekness, alleging ths^ 
his anxiety for the common good prompt- 
ed his interference, but promising thatt hfc 
would not offend again ; the storm subsideOi 
but grim looks are still seen in various dire^ 
tions. I suppose the war of frowns and wonfc 
will not cease, till that of balls commences, 
which though mere dangerous is not half so 
disagreeable as these eternal jarrings of discor* 
4ani tempers. These gentlemen can never a* 
gree» wd our captain particularly appears to 
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llive an inviiiciUc dislike to the .quarter master 
general* 

March 31i/. I had scarcely finished th6 
last paragraph, when a brtg wav discovered 
sending towards us ; of course we were clear- 
ed for action and ordered to our quarters ; but 
ifthalf an hour, finding she had no mind to 
make acquaintance with us^ we retired from 
garters tb bed in sound skins* The general 
is noty noF any of bis followers, wholly free 
fiftmk the apprehension of meeting a French or 
Spanish vessel of mwe strength than we ^lall 
he gkid to see ; though the English crui^rs 
Occasion the Dons and Monsieitrs to be very 
scarce in these seas, and iSbc danger of being 
ttiet i» not great. Should apy of the latter and 
we come in each other's way, we shall have 
hat one of two akematives, to run as fast or 
igfat m hard as we can ; and we might very 
fossibly not sQcceed in either. The li»t is our 
thief resourse, though our crew have more 
bravery than skilL In sailing, the dullest 
cruiser in the West-Indies would be an ovei" 
v^tch for the Leander, otherwise an excellent 
«hip. 
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LETTER Vin. 

Jkith$r dkputi.'-^Mf/^s to the hm^l^ 
. CkoM A v$mt.-^fhi lernid^r emmf m 
the Amman Ensign. 

JprUUt, l%Q6d 
_ SURELY Ac pope of the holy ft*«w 
bftve t^t invoked HeaTen acftiast Miftodi'^ 
ttpeditimiHTaim Itu worse and wersi^ The 
eontest now has been bcturtcn Lewis and Ae' 
^encTBt Capt. Gehlner of the BeeeNa ad«f 
dreaaeda Une to coL Artmii^«g lor sohtfear^ 
tacki for <he aeliooiter ; and' for an <addlt^ 9l 
hMcby ewiptab^i^ Aiat he tlM ne^ ffiM^ 
eaengh to wotH ^e teisdi LewJo tiifiigM' 
(and very profierly lor my opinMw) ri»*MW^ 
^lould have b(tea«ddrec4edlohinia»d-tiiat^ 
holoaged to: him to fp^Vemt artawer; The %Wi 
Und tMi^t 0therwi9ei luad mttm^^ IMP 
L^i^ bftd obthUig to dtf bnt^obey hi« tar* 
4er9i Levi^tar^ temper could tot hear ^is, abd^ 
he tbdk bik standi He^decflaiitd liifeBwehtiir 
Aould have none of bb bsm^ ^ htf wAntad f«tt^ 
ferhiaowii'veateLi andlhreptehed t^ifihe 
was overrule, be would resign* The altci## 
tion grew more and more violent, till Leiria^ 
resolved inf tandy to leave Ae ship. Ife direct* 
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ed his servant to produce his teiggage that he 
xmght^ on board the Bacchus, which had 
JMea ordored by him to heaye to for that pur<* 
{lose* .The mates of our ship seeing things 
golag such lengths, swore they wooU follow 
Lewis and had their trunks brought <m deck 
^ be pot into the boat then ak>ng side. Mat- 
tits having proceeded thus &r, c<^ Kirkhmdv 
yho.had prudently waited till Lewb' passioft 
hsd a* little calmed d^wn, undertodc the ofice 
ot vmSiai^n— <md hy good management at 
leni^.-aoGomj^iiAed the restoration of peace^ 
peatljr Xo the satif^tion of every one» Tho 
Bacohuys.wtt sufqplied^ except with the saikirs, 
y^ifik were deemed unnecessary to her ; and 
we^igaba. n^ide sail ; .for during die dispute 
MH^ had been laying to. It isa grievous diing 
tibat Mkanda h» iK>t taken mwe pains to <^ 
nmt hk little bandf and not si^fered the ill 
itiU md malke^ whith might have^been check- 
^M fiml, to take sudi deep root in the minds 
o£ wm^ of his prmcqpal ^cersy a» ta tfareatea 
4m^. e&ctsv 

\ j,4pril 6$A. Tell me,^ if your can, have aH the 
iVEnona.of iU will and cmitradictton taken a 
9ftindi against u^^ that w« ^K>uld foil in almost 

M^f lims wi^h we set about? At kaving 

F z 
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IflCfiiMMl it WIS the gnenl's kHstt^M to aitr 
elKfr it Benw, a mtaQ ibbtid iittar thatpateif 
the I^Mtmh Mam where it k wp^oita wcMe 
)» kMl. After bdng ten day^ at «a^ we hate 
die mortification to find ourselves^ through die 
ignbrance of out* pUot carried idmost t0 die 
bottom <d the Gmlf of Vehesilda. We tM 
afeventy miles dead to the leeward of* ikMlP^ 
What widi tbb tradb winds ttd tbo eiitrent^ 
wfaiefa is common l^re, and may hap^ to ttl 
against U9» and most likely does, at Ati^wttf 
moment^ we may be two weeks or ti09^ 
days in dus Gulf. We chisised a smaH vttMt 
this moftiing aupjposkig hcrtobt S|^MiM^r 
but dK gare as the idip by runuajg into a ii^ 
ver on the north side of the gutf; homiHT) 
had we caught faff, we could have dotoo n«» 
thing, udeas it had been ondar CetumMan^^ 
lours and tbep the ttpture woidd have hdtn0 
%mw perii^ It is not ka^g, since die goiiei«l 
said he did not intend to hoist his tiew «ig 
on board the ship tU kwaafrst vietoitoitsif 
displayed in his native land ; and dMt h^lmi. 
no ilgirt to use the Ammcu Ensign. The 
htter observation ccmTioMs me of wtart I haf^ 
teng raiqpedtedi thst he never had any olW i t 
tawoniiagemctat from onr govemincat> thoiighi 
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^l hav* fewfiirt femtflied, he hus &equ«ndy 
iMlttMte4 tlMl tb^ prtsMeiyt hjid gi?en m«:t 



LETTER IX, 

Leand& at Afuba, A frit IVh, 1«(^. 

V Vt^ave |tist smchored at thb hland, after 

m mttth qukkct passage from the Gulf of V«. 

Vtesuela than we had reason to eispect. Vifk 

' liaAl trouble in anchoring through the vident 

ithtd atid bad hoWfeg ground. We find two 

'^^tsskeh here^ a brig and schoc^Mr, iktiatd smug- 

ficrs lemptoy^ in the trade b^tw«tn the In- 

fKan coast en the Main and lailiaic^; whiteh 

'«t first feed at us^ supposing we were SpaA- 

InfiBi tlH we made them understand we were 

'^ijfineiidk* 

Tte general and several officers have taken 

-qMfitit^ on shore, and I understSnd our troops 

J!k to be paraded ai^ exercised here. Hav- 

3 idg 'performed this work and^got a few supplies, 

' wWchw^ need, we ^shall proceed hnmediately 

iti^HiHttid of pvombr. 
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AfrillStA. OortrcK^shavebeimcw^a^^ 
ly exercising under the direction and ms^iiG«» 
tion of col. KirUwd, who hu bipui^jthem 
forward wondtrfuUy tor the short time he )m 
had them in hand» He has a great spirit of 
command and seems abready to have comma* 
iiicated to these troops a good degree of mar- 
tial port and feeling. They were reviewed 
yesterday by ^e general ; he was highly plead- 
ed with their progress and the method ot 
training and duseipline pursued by their coiS^ 
manding officer. The envy that foUows merits 
in this as in any other service is . one dbcour" 
agement from being conspicuously usefal>,ar 
earning distinction from the chief. His AvoAr 
is expected to be a passport to fortune ; and to 
have much of it is of course no recommenda*- 
tiqn to tHe good wiUj;>f those who^ are compet>^ 
itors for the same boon without the qiialifica- 
tions necessary to obtain it by dicect meaaf*^ 
Hence it would not surprise you to know tha|^v 
there are those among us . who rely fm &y wi; 
on flattery and intrigue, rather than pn.^hcif, 
own desert ; and of consequence look witb4|iij 
evil eye upon those, who are not obliged of?, 
inclined to pay the sapc price for influcpffe 
In this small society, as a ^rightly author ^ , 
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ef a great one, that df the titj of Lm- 
d«n$ ^* there is a market for conning" and I 
ho^ idao *^ an em^tium' fiur honesty," b«t 
here m there 

^ Hwest men 
Are the soft easy cuthionei on ithick kn»m 
Repoie and fatten*" 



LETTER X. 

JB^tpOfMre frmnJr^a.^-^ Events tUhhi Brrh* 
.0i M th^ €oa9t. — Singular arfUr.^^Agteai 
4is^uUi-^RtUf^im cf L€yi>k.'^Th$ mom 
Jand in Mght^-^S^ihrs^nlmcd a$ vddiers.*^ 

WE emba«lbed laet ^veni^f; toA aaileA 
thMTiitotdaii^ ftt day li^t,4avkig m eBmpanjt\ 
am English schooner mountrng she g9l»^ odm^ 
mtbAiA bf cwftL Pttitt^s, who, the gerleM 
smjfl^ Mit aiord Um assistance* To thb pdr- 
son tie has ^ved wrktte orders, ^eakA, ta be 
ofpsnod it .a citable' time, a mark of gob6»: 
diittb to m ^ttrtfttgtr whkb aceieia a Uttle extta; 
OHliii^ A mari nifl t6 be a skilful pikM tt: 
the'liaflia^ wis er^gpd kn t&kfc «padiQr aiK A* 
. iibiil c 
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' nth. ThefoBowingextraoFcUnaryccMniiidnA^ 
Was this day given out. 

" G. O. Parole, Nelson. Counterdgn 
Trafalgar. One subaltern with side arms, to 
mount every morning at II o'clock, whose 
duty h will be to remain on deck, where he ia: 
to notice and report immediately to the com* 
mander in chief any thmg remarkable that may 
take place during the day. At day light io 
<he morning he is to call upon lieut coL Smith, 
his did*de-camp, and report to him whether^ 
any^lanid or vessels are in sight, the situation 
of the vessels which accompany the Lcander ^ 
and should any office have aony irom'mumc^ 
tion of consequence to make dmring the tim^ 
he may be asleepi he begs it may be imnwdi* 
ately cornmunicftted to his s^d^de^eamp^ whQ 
has direetions to csdl upon him, ^t sdl timesi 
-whew duty requires it.'* . . »* 

' The original order made it Ac dvtjr of tfaf 
Mbdtcni ^* to observe the cowses and distafi- 
ces of the ship throughout the tiyenty fonjr* 
hours ; the direction >of the wind ; and to no» 
tice the working of the vessel," tec ^SThk 
Lewis ridieukd and deekred it should &cA bf^ 
put in fiorce, which led die genenri to diitttit 
to be modified as above. I thought thqtip' 
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.K^ouldlie another dtishingof jurisdicticHis ani 
that we should see another battle. 

There is to be sure no more occasion hr 

such an order a^ this^ than there is to station a 

Catholic altar on the mast head ; ^nd it will do 

as much good. With two or three exceptions^ 

Aotie of the subalterns know a single point •£ 

the compass, still less do thejr understand the 

management of a ship. It is the custom now^ 

in consequence of this new regulation^ to see 

6Tkt of 9ur redoubtable subalterns approaching 

Jfrom the cabin equipped in full uniform, arm« 

fd wiUi a long rusty dragoon sabre, with a roll 

cf paper in one hand and a pencil in the other 

to minute down the occunsences of the dajr^ 

^midrttbe pointed ridicule of Lewis add hit 

jtoates; and tisK stifled laughter of the wholi 

llhip's crew. Stilly how^iTer^ the quarter mas* 

ter general persists in requiring this unnecet* 

lary and ludicrous duty « 

:' April 2ist. 11 o^^ltnk ai night An adrertc 

ttar sheds its malignant influence over our ex« 

pedition ; or in plain language we have no 

l^qiple of union. More rage« thunder and 

&rf. broke out t^s morning between the old 

Cspo^ts, Lewis and the general. The veiy 

i^^hersdf tremUedat the vprear t ooesterna^ 
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fton, dread and dismay reined in Mivefjreotitt. 
tenance within her sidca. Wc «rc quiet attMe 
moment; but heaten only k^ows bow long 
harmony or rather smothered vengeance is to 
hate ita duration. The general is poaseaseJ 
wilh an idea that the ship has net been managf* 
ed to tiic best advantage by Lewis and his ofi« 
ccrs^ sinoe we last put to sea* He has sevaral 
times expressed his dotffits to persons tMtt 
acquainted- with seamanship «m board; wh# 
bavCylbebevef treated themgenerally asgroond« 
less* But whenever his excellency^ has persuade 
ed himself into an opinion, he is like a streattt 
whioh will not roll back* Reasoning and &ol* 
irrt tHit vaki breath. He has taken it into IAb 
bead that he is a sailor as well as a general anl' 
a phBosopher ; atnl he seems to ihink that I 
ship may be fol6ed to make head way in 'i 
oalm, w beat to windward wt^ the greatest ft^ 
ciHty, against strong currents and tight winds j^ 
Md beeayfse the Leander fkficulestiis new hy- 
pothesis 4n not doing either of 'these impo'sbl^ 
bilitMs, he has become impatient, iU tempereS 
and abusive, scc4diiig frmn ariom^g tHi nigMf ' 
at Ihe poor navigators for what ha eaUs tl!R£i# ' 
iaattentiioii, neglect^nd (fisaflK$ctloa; In l«M 
d» <t^ urge tha(tlie«MK»or triKlowii^ 
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jielr^ Winters to the we^ward ; bis excelkni 
(gf! is in a hvatry to sail in an opposite course 
and btooEies the cap^in and o^tes because we 
do not atdvance in that direction ; and because 
thej^ do not understand the art of obliging the 
n^id to blow fresh in as^scm of the yesor when 
cidms are comimm and tobe expeete^* 

Two days ago in tlie afternoon we were at 
no great distance from Curacoa and expected 
^i^eadi Bonaur in a stn^t time ; however, that 
ittUiQkwhidi seems always to beat our el- 
bow, brought on a stortny night and we were 
tei))ieiztly obliged to shorten ^il; the sMp was 
lahoueiag twelve hourtf in a heavy sea, with 
St sli^ng onrrent setting against hen Under 
tkc^e circuiifstances nolhing oouU) be expect-/ 
' ed but tAiat the ship would drift to leeward.* 
Ihe next morning this Waj found to^have been 
Ute case i in consetjuetice of which the general 
tfe^ay called a council of war to inquire into 
the affior; The pil<H^ whom he engaged at 
Arubai was examined, and tte opinions of ma- 
jor -Pcwrfl and mqor Donahue and others wtte 
t*«ii J and a rfeport was made unfevburable ltd 
Ltwis. I have nd doubt ttiat a majority'of the 
C(|imotl gave their sincere opinidhs and gav6 
ft li i tf!ilU ^!licacy and caiidciur, I wUlaiisWe^ 
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«»»ety t« reapelii l|ie seme of open|lkrt> «M^' 

mem ; ami ftucfo Mma* MMofe if»beie liny^ 
dhralA hive^ acqtiktedk Irfar wify MifMM# 
IM HVfiiipp^rt^Slliieb^^ilittiicr^kliM^itatiM^ 
nmtewMs aifeq)<ao SfMNrdoy ng^lrt:^ wb^ 

bliKiie hem bdaagf^^o- f^e •iibwdiiiai^ itoMir 
t^prkicipa)ofiiwfi> and i^w(]i>ktrliav(t b«#; 
useif right ta; i>mu$I^ tlm* ^ffadKr Mmmdf^ 

tj^ of canViii^-sail. wi^Biif^ m^ bad 

on a.siiip urliasc rif^giiigi^ t^^euc^MoMoti^ 

^#|i|ilitien*yc. s^llc^ifotrta ^aoooiii* fwmA 

cd^in.nWAiP^aiMj; a vewi» wattld;te, flijmjrn^ j^ 
think, that capt, Lewis has<|one his best. 
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llMnts to Mirandar in^ the mm pk)ii and mm^ 
l^iivMsl teritts, though I4^mck MttMiAmr to 
ifcttw b^inl ihiw mabt hm of any Mgentlefnaki* 

AeMlitli» 4te oditif^ ukA fire^ Md <ftir sottie 
inb«ttMJ& MB a 4afiNBitll niMier %• hear the 
mmaA^i:tMff*t€muv^»^ Col. AiPiits^iif; «rs 
dMyi^Medwv€i9riimM»^aid WMrted to tamf 
^fen|«iiiiii«, taprodyee a recMdiliatlM i b«t 
jQidbAiipenal bcftmliftd ^ naifeitoMie to in^ 
.#0lfe fahaMlf liill «M» de^ 
''mmi^t^oA'fmtim. > |ii hb MNMKitttMmt Lew« 

«arke^ mith which he doelave&he i$ Miwitty 
^•MTji fat &m had Mjr coMttni; Mid ihm in 

Mh^a^rilcBajr av faiy Mitti^ite, wtKliiin to 

^W-hit^si^ faauthefiMl MMo^iioiii^of Uttt 
.^dior, omnot be forseem . If LenriftidMotM 
4o4mPiiqpft. htesrctftfte can doit in a sortrdgn 
' 4f^mi hf ofafeoling^te tiie sailoit» lo9s»m^ ike 

r 
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sfiip to becdoe soldierB, yfhcn we reacli tlMT 
^ace of destmatMn ; for mit a wmn of tlrnm 
wiU6tir«^lliDuthMC0Mettt. But^I^dkf^k 
witt not take such a stqp, however te nu^ 
tteik hiadsdf njttrad. 

tbe Biisfortiitie to s{HiDg faar mai» mai^; b«til 
was repaired imo^edtoiely. i)y^ the carfiortiem of 
our ship. Had idle weath^ bean boisteportfti k 
is likelf we slmild have ailded tbe k»B «of tlii^ 
vessel to oiir other trai»hkft. . Ms^ DowAmc 
¥W seftton hoftffd the BMeh«ii: this mimm^mA 
ocder^ to ha^eo with ail dkpatdi totheirtwid* 
of :Boiiair witUa mis«i0njfito» thegeftoidfdfa*^ 
iBg to the exp(4^ion«) Hb oh|eet iMdoii^ 
oMaiii iateUi§eme^dpatiMri«rfyliMd^^ 
ert^ereiveaiiy i?«Mebat.tWiiilMat(l^«iU#e3s;^ 
iceUency has ^id tltttlui exf^o^ed o6e>or «ftOt# 
Bin^bb fi^^cten or a vewel #f lesfr^aro&tiKWI 
Mftieh xnctmld tttend Mm te tlie.Spsn^$ir M ass^' 
r HTedimddff, jiprilMdi50^adck,P.M. m^' 
ase^tiow tayii^ to, off idK prim^ptl town otMl^' 
natr, mitii^ to be joiMd 1^ the BsMhasb* Mi 
is eottiiog out, and fv|K shall faHtt*.«be4»MiititJ 
the* course of an hoim » '•^*»^ 

i:Skc0^dofik Thett^orhas jmt^bmmm^^ 
returned on bMPd. Them igtm Britidi.fM^* 
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'4^ 24<6k K>*'«ImA»^ M. CuTMta, Lis* 
ja»Mi(t mix|htiiOi>»fiBCffqffiwr|p»e; aaivft 



'#Qi>rJi».aav^.a»i Ja«g pnwii id to tm^ Wa 
IwnfliiifHfiAawirQmint Imt QiMWiav wd aita 
%w\iiig.l«FimtfiT oui 4Bii&MBdlf«rttiiid«p«Hgr 
s«k niilM li^lMk «rimiiftK«lakbJQinaiM 

'Cfce^MMaai9BJlfaiL««p«b VhiUips had. <n^ 
>'nWirA<MBteaif Txtto owe irfrtian tlMI. 






^hiw l atu^ engagod its tba*. pavpsa*;.. Tlat 
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Ibt; but they dee|kedtalicgiii|Br<te^*^^i^^ 
not bound bjr i»|r diing but the Mfs m& 
obn. The dfefwilcftltotbaireariflien faetMM 
Lewis and tbe ^meitd bad cr^Msd is ttttb 
iiUod»« sttsfftiQiona^ dUike oC tbe laitc n ^nA 

ocparim^cd had deprrascd thdr spirits radr- 
naade then iadi^pMad or ai^erse ta wnl^ 
t)iemadhf€i m Mkadda's service* it aeettdl 
U| to the dktrs to devise s nn^lMd of 'ovttw 
qoning ddsfaMkwsnteess of ^essilsrfMd' 
use iheir personal in^ieiicc with them to ^sa^f 
cur, for Miianda ecmld not or woidd notm^tt? 
firrt in the businosa tibMgh^ ma aoindiipea- 
sabte^and o^faloljr woitbl OBSt tdie emm^"^' 
aaif: Hebadthe foUf, I tmf akmit aiqr dfc> 

to cfiHiavH thp saUota aad that dry mt!^ ^ 
epppdh^ toacrvean ahai^; whiahwaas^Nv 
v$g th^ they oai^ be osMiqwiltad wMoiit4h« 
r|^ €9* poaier to ooa^^l, or that tbeafto«iar| 
n^tJirst igjbt die ^^ars wd iw^ tb^0f^ 
lahpn sabd«ad« fifbt ^ Spaimtds! Ma^ 
FowdU suggested die planof aMlui^thedfeni> 
Cfpta^Md in the fojUanaing pcodaaaa^n, adiiriii 
hp drew up. md vhich, alter fiftdipg tfaatiifcc^ 
tai^ woiOdfotiianM^^ 

* 

^ Digitized by VjOOQIC 



m 

ff ^liew wiges as yramen of tiie Leander for 
^Miftiiigy the gefieral condescended to sign* 
in tlie meantime €»pt« Lewis w«s consulted to 
kaMr whether he would encourage the sailors 
i» )om the army, as^it bad been whispered that 
#ne of the mates l^d declared'ltet not a man 
iiK>uld leate the ship eitcept Lewis command^ 
cd the laaiding. In this'idSHr however he act^ 
od wiifa p^ect fairness and good nature ; and 
mt only gave a ^omise to use Ins influence 
#iA the crow in favour of the proposalst but 
poffiormed it with more zeal than fi*om previ* 
Otts events might have been expected. 
PilOCLAMATlOR 

^^^ G^iMal Miranda, commander in chief of 
dtf$ atmy «i^ OdHmbia, wishing to^en<M)urage 
Itte^'Serv^es ai^ zeal dT those of the crew of 
Hie Le»ader, who volunteer for the land ser<* 
v4i»« aigag^ to give the following bounty and 
IrMlMd to evay man who mani£6(sts spirit and 
pgo ui f iilude in landing and forming himself 
uifider the standaid of Columbia cm shoro. 

i *\ 1st. Thirty ddtars per month as pay from 
die 4kiy 43f cfirolment; 

i i^^idd/ A bounty ol" fifty dottars per month 
tftfall tiHis^ who at the dose of the campaigne 
aiwitjrMtif efrom hk orammodk^g <^er a cei^- 
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aft <bMii> «h» «M1: (Iwtin§l6fb !|]Mi»ftte<».i4i< 

When this j^9V:.)m4i h&to (vnyared u^tbe.- 
Qftbtft.. it WM faMDtdcA to QBfk. basriBMk^akt 

ta lib v 9m m\j mdimyiium. tmM»-^im, y»tm 

IMVMV^ iMPVn i|K WQMpiMiN^t^. .'VilMPn# 
sured them tl^ he wouhfeaoa^, ixiii wjrmir 
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jiit read to them fiiifitled. By tliis t«me they 
were generally prepared to accept the otkn 
afade to thenitf Their names were sBCcessiv^. 
\y taken down; many of them* immediately 
silbscribed to the oath of fidelity, dnd the rest 
ftftowed in tiie course of the day. Seventeen 
only including officers remained to manage the 
ddp. 'this numBer, deducted from that of 
cmr ctew and added to ttu)se before attached 
to the army, niakqs our effidieat force cmmi^ 
(^ about one hundred ami eighty three soiila in- 
cluding persons of every description. 

' Not much now remains to \^ done, before 
w!6 shril be entirely prepared to attempt our 
lofig projected landing, 

Sm iniks /f0m the sA&t^ cf (kamara^ 6 
^ikUek.P.H* ThefeUowk^brdmisjfMtts^' 
riied« 'WearaiiiWgh'i^ritsr^esfaati ki^ 
4ii ni^ and eiilter upon rax new doitiniM. 

^i^^O. The oiieerB and soUiers of the 
tU tum bian army a» to hoidtinnaaftlfra mura. 
dMiesi t«i UnSd^at a ittdflMitl'a ivliMing, 6a the 
hMp'i^ Arrival in port, sMg^ t$ expec^jed to bo 
iMMv^ning. 

^M^pnler ofiki CemnMiermCf^ef^ 
fSigMd) B.ROORBACH, 

Major of Brtgc^. 
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LETTER XL 

f%ir Lfanier att^H^hei by /iw Sptini^h' thttrh 
C99iaiB. — The schooners Bee ttni ^'Bacefki 
idfUirei ^^Mencmmier ^kh them, — 'iHWfe 
nofto^lamehr the l&ss ef the Afieonert,-^ 
J^einee ef the effiter^ and men captured.-^ 
Discnery ef the 'want ifv^cner, — Shape ^nr 
UWf*$efer tiie island of Bvndtf . — ^5*)4(f t^ttn 
^tdertain susphh^s tf their e^ff^^^Vky 
ha^e prhate can^uttatloH^. — i-» Conduif if flfe 
general in the acikft aTt4 iu^equettt c&um^^f 
^ar ani their determination -^Reflectiett^y^* 

Leander, atJimK^^J^^^^^)-9f4tkiv 

iBtids^ . Ottf mistm^m «i»»e w^^hod by ««» 
}m^ mpcimtol in: m^m mt^ mst \ ^^^mB 

H torge quanlitjr erf* arms aod t»MiMtii#\ 

altendod iril^tkt I(e««<»t aggsif^^ 

fi»r tile Spammll triumph ova* us bfrfM^i^ 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



7^ 

cMfoi^Aed a$ we %av€ bc^n in tfie veiy out* 
set. Mkierjrfjie infatuation that brought us 
here t^^ prove our imprevjidence and we4ltne!($^, 
GodMve mercy on our capttired friends, be- 
guil^ by mkplac^ confidence to their ruin, 
destined probably to d«^g out a wretched ex- 
istence In slavery » cm: meet an ignominious 

1 0cm)d iiot write before ; this dreadful af- 
Irir has k^ept mt sHent ; I will now endeavour 
tte ^ve ^qm a relation of pur misf4Qurtune« 

At six o'clj^ck in the moiling, oit the Sl7tb 

0f laiBt K^mfa, we saw two straii^e vessel^ 

^tending sUong the fend. The general thought 

prtiper to give them chase ; as soon as they 

dfacovei^ ps-mAifng after ^etn, *ey crowd- 

A& sttil and^ rnn for the ^hdre. At ten o^clodt, 

•A. M, we gave pver ^ chase, hailed close to 

#* #iod' and* stood Of^ from the land ; at this 

?ihtte Weweifeabotit twenty miles dtstatitfrom. 

•^rto CabcHp. Begardle^? of those two res* 

^^i ^lldiAvore a brig and stehooBcr, We beepifi 

5iifme¥ldittnt»*iTfimketl>e necessary preparationji 

*«^taiding « night* "1 he Bee and BfechtMi 

iliNSi^bdt* l«ying fen <¥ith tHeIr boats ont, fot* 

?*ie purpose of' conveying the ti»oop8, arms, gte. 

^ti^aid. Tk03t^ sm^H vesseb, on accotint 
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of their little draught of water, wcra to ]^ ft^»^ 
ployed to land the dietachEient. While we wcft: 
thus busied, the two vessels befiM'e raentioiif^^. 
and which we found to be guarda costas, alxH4. 
two leagues and a half distant, w^e seen^ ei^«. 
deavouriog apparently to get up with us; tbi^ 
was at three o'clock in the afternoon. Out, 
boat, which had beeiv carrying arms to the. 
schooners, was instantly hoisted in ; the other 
boats ordered back to their respective vessels,, 
and the ship cleared |br action. Though soii|$; 
doubts had beea started^ it was the general 
opinion that these vessels were Spaniards ; and 
that they could if disposed get within gun shoX 
of us, in the course of the night* But the ge^» 
eral continujsd in the resolution of £&ctiag ao 
immediate landing if possible. To this end«. 
after sun set, we stood in for the place at yr^ioi^ 
the debarkation was to have been made, at oft. 
great distance from Porto Cabello ; but our d^. ^ 
sign was frustrated by the pilpt. He mi^ook .j 
the intended spoti ow^ to the darkness of th^ 
fight, and the similitude of the mountains wd 
laad m«rks along the coast. At the dbcovei^^ 
of this mistake ms^or Powell and major JDona*' 
hue wetit on board of die Bacchus, in order 
to reconnoitre the shore, and to Snd the f^^ 
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fimpo%cd for landing the troops. Wheth^ 
they were ordered on this duty by the general, 
or voluateered their services I know not ; but 
certain it is, that the affair terminated very dif« 
ferently from our expectations. It was sup« 
posed that they^ could soon find the spot, or 
discover tKe pursuit to be vaui ; and that they 
y9ouid not be more than an hour or two absent. 
At the expiration of tliis time signals of recal 
were made, and frequently repeated through 
the uight; but, unfortunately, they were either 
not seen or not attended to. 

</lboat midnight the Spaniards were agaia 
•ccn ; and signals were perceived passing be* 
tween them and the fort of Porto Cabello. Our 
crew were kept at quarters all night and ready 
for action in the morning. Before sunrise our 
cAmies hoisted Spanish colours ; — we hqisted 
»ooc— however, the American jack was ftying 
18 1 signal for the two schooners to keep close 
to (he Lcander* At a quarter past 8, A. ,M, 
♦i^e of the Spaniards (the brig) opoied a fire 
1*p^ the Bacchus^ tl^n close in shore under t 
^Vy press of sail, wtuch soon after vrards 9}h 
*in» and anchored. This wap a mattor of 
t0 every body-^tot psrtioitlarly «f 

a 
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litwis, who could not ima^ne the meaning of 
so strange conduct at such a time. 

At U, A. M. the sea breeze favouring us^ 
we bore down on the enemy and commenced 
firing from our starboard guns. Both vessels 
instantly opened upon us ; but we were too 
fw apart, either to receive or do any material 
damage* The action, t>r rather skirmish last- 
ed only thirty four minutes. Our men were 
spirited, and gave three cheers, on being told 
by Lewis that the general would give them ibt 
enemy's vessels, if they acted like brave fd- 
fows ; meaning that none of the. officers should 
share in the priase mroney. We sustained but 
little injury from the fire of the guarda costs©. 
The enemy endeavoured to avoid close action ; 
had they shortened sail and let-iis come up, it 
was capt. Lewis' intention to board the mo- 
ment a chance offered ; but neither of them 
would show an opportunity. This induQt^ 
him to stand off from them, with the appear* 
ance of rurniii^, supposing that they woul' 
lollow us, and as they would probably have' 
Kparated in the cbasc^ jC wooild have givi^ uf 
tiieLfldvantagc. of engaging ^fi^y ; but iMf 
fMcreetvlid our doaigm atid inat|iiv)^Gif*piu[$MS^ 
us^ they made for our achoianers, then at tcK^ 
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great a di&tance, as they b^d borne away to cs« 
cape, to be protected by tbe Leander ; and we 
were doomed to the iuexpressible anguish of- 
seeing our friends fall captive into the hands of 
enemies^ from whom they could hope for ih> 
mercy ; and ourselves^ though ready to en« 
tounter every riski deprived of all power to 
afford them relief or attempt their rescue. 

Perplexity and distress ensued in our ship. 

What shall be done was the question?-— 

** What say you captain ? — what say you gtn-^ 

eral ?^'— various persons were consultedtsm^it 

was soon determined, to stand <^ and I be-- 

Ifchhe for good reasons ; if it was any object to 

save ourselves. No dfo^t this eonduct will 

be pronounced cowardly ; bmt, hardiness is not 

courage. Had we pursued tbe Spanish ves* 

sels, sailing much Sister than we^.they would 

undoubtedly have run intoport^ where we could 

not follow them without being cut to pieces 

by the guns of the fort. If it was proper for. 

us to engage them, double in force to us as 

they were, st^ we could not do it without 

then- consent, and this they had evinced, by. 

th^ir making off that they would not give* 

They were content with captjiring our schoon- 

trg, <m board of which, they had se^n many of 
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our mett and mtns cart*ied, Mj^shi^, ^lat^ft^ 
accomplisbing thts^ they would entirely fru^ 
Utrte our design, without risking an encountcf * 
with the Leandcr. The misfortune is to be 
ascribed to the commanders of the schooners 
not observing or not obeying the signals made 
for their government. They were ordered to 
stay by the Leander ; had they done so, she 
would have been victorious or would have shar- 
ed their fete^ whatever it might have been. 

As the landing did not take place, it Ib im* 
possible to say, what would have been the re- 
suit, judging ftdm all circtnnstances, I a{^re- 
bend it would have been disastrous. The 
I^an of our operations afs ejtplained to me, warf 
that a detachment of a hundred men or more, 
under majors Robrbarehand Powell should first 
go on shore ; and the general and remainder 
of the force should stay on board, till the fate 
of tlrc first patty should be known. The piie- 
cise place fixed up(ni for landing wa$ not poihf- 
f!d out to any but the commandeirs ) tmt it 
Was said to be one side of a f^ri near Tort6 
i6ab€^o ; which out troops were to attempt to 
take on the land sid6, if found vulnerable there ; 
but if this would not do, they were to leai^^ • 
Uie fortress and make Ibr the interior, itt'rt^ 
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pectiM&o):^ (^ Mug joined by die inhabiUntSt 
or reaching Uie jKitriota^ always declared by, 
t)ie general to be embodied UQder Don Pedra 
D^into. You have below^ ^ liat of the names 
of:the officers and ifien captured in the soho<mr 
ors, mid probably you may know some ^ 
t^eae unfortunate victims of this ill-&tedex^ 



• Off£ers^ 
Majors Powell, 

' Donahue,, 
Cap^s, Dtnmin|r^ 
BiUop, 
Jifr. lippencott, 
'Lieut's, FarquhaTSon,, 
. Moore, 
Sullivan^ 
Mr. Negus, 
Li<eut'8. Shannon,. 

Hafl, 
^ Priwtss. • 
{qnj.aitiin Nicholson,. 
Robert Rains, 
ldhiiHa|«, 
^ Gcerge Furguson^ 
William Long, 
* • Riggers,, 
' Efisha BSng; -^ * 
* SaiftuelP'rfce, ' 



ll2 



Capt's. GardncTj^ 
Burgudd), 
Heckle, 
Huddle, 
Lieiit'^ JiAmwt^ 
Ferris, 
Kemper,^ 
George, . 
Ingcrsolli 
GiU, 

Saundersji 
Frivates. 

William Burmii!^, 

John Pompcy^ . 

William Pride, 

James Gr^ntjL 

Thomas Burlingham^ 

Robert Stevens, 

John Scott, 

David Shenton, 
^ Alcji*^ Buchannao^ 



\ 
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^diti6n* Thete v^ttt about geven pi^valea 
tl^ho!(e names 1 do ttot know* A son of caf^ 
tieckte twelve years of age was in the saiAe 
teasel with his fiither. Huddle* Lippeiicott 
iiid Negus belonged to the Bee, captain, sd- 
Jwrcargo, and mate. 

iThe thought of these men, in spite of at 
tempts to appear at ease, Hes heavy <mi my spir* 
its. I revolve the fiite of major Powell partic- 
ularly with grief. He was one of the most 
amiable of men ; by heart, mind and mannQM, 
qu^iJM.to be loved and esteemed. Amidst 
all the scandal and ill wiU aiHong us^ I never 
heard a mouth open against him4 What sad 
intelligence awaits hb firiends and relatives at 
home t There is no peril which we would not 
encoi^iter to rescue our comrades ; but what 
can we do ? 

The day after the encounter ( Aprfl !^^fch,)1t 
appeared that ttre were exposed to a tit^ ^md 



F» W. Raymond^ Matthew Buduomtbi 

Joseph Beni»t^ Benjamin DaviSf ^ 

Daniel McKey, John Pataelky 

M. Smithy Stcfdiea Burtta^ 

Henry Sperrjr| , Pctqr MMMb . ' 
John Ed«cir. ' 
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tifleiptcted eva. Thete was but a siftglc task 
rf water on board and we were induced to an 
ii^Bowtttice of a pint pet jftian.* 

h was nice^sary to seek a pOrt for a fresh 
Impplsr, and We steered for Bonair; where 
having a good wind, We fortunately arrived 
dial very flight, or we should soon have found 
^utsdvcs escaped from t)ie sword to perish by 
thirst. 

Haififig rematned at Bonair a short time, to 
^tttjtew necessaries, we set sail, and have been 
» sek slnee the first of this Imonth, a&ming for 
tt^ island of Traiidad. 

WWftst we lay at Bonalir Ae officers had 
!lBi|6b private consultation wifdt one another 
concerning what could or shouid be done. Al- 
kaost every ifKHviduai seemed impressAed with 
an Idea diat our leader had deceived us, as well 
as IkSmself ; I have no doubt but some thought 
^of refusing submission and putting themsdves 
and thfe ship under some other command ; but 
Hie ha2^^ of the attempt appeared too serrdus^ 
We could not but feel disgusted and incensed 
Utet M&randa should HtsA us headlong into daifii 



covered our water was io nearly exhausted* 
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Igpee ^nd ^traction wfakh ke €m^ to l^cc. * 
foreseen or known. Th^re could be no douWt^ 
in hb mind, before w€ left Su Domingo, duA 
the Spaniards were af^ized of oifr des^^ ; 
and 'Vfpr^ prepared to ^ve us a warm reception^ 
He was disappptnt^ in not having the Empe-^ 
ror. If she was necessary, why did he not ^vf^ 
up Us plap and make some definite arraofCn 
menis for that British assistance, which he amd 
he could have, andindced» whicfa he always fNro* 
(eased, insincerely, I now beljeve, to expec^. 

During our skirmffh the general be^yed 
with great coolness ; and "when entreated by: 
his officers to go^ below, as on his life every 
ttung dep(&i4ed, derided their fears, »q4 kept ! 
hit place on deck* Afjter our discomfiture and : 
retre^ he was:in g^?at tujrmoil.'— Sometimes; 
absorbed, sometunes venting himself in bursts 
of e:!ce^tiQn i^^t tl^ capti|iQ f^.the £11^11/ 
r^r -ri^x^ffx^plw^t at the B^g^h fat not cpm^ 
ing to our.help^ and 3QmethuesMe|rcted. ^^7 
he s^e^ed, Inclined.toi see us as iittie as poai&f :> 
ble ; axKl{.did .not try t& ex^b^n 9f' viodif#a 
hisfCpnductn or . e^^f^bfe us to understand vhy^ 
his schemes had been thus blasted in the budi^t 
It gavehka evident uneasiness and disfrieaaiiiie^. 
ii^teA .afi^ tif iia ii^»»(id4i ^fi^t« iRWaqpttUbi 
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^Me ^c^oufit ^ oir disaster. He has hmt rt. 
sUtMd a coliecled and decided mamim* ; and 
speiiis as though the design ^iMs still perfett- 
ly prsetlcable amd the resources for h alnin* 
dant ; but it had received the late check from 
a*<e4^iQrlty not to be expected argatn. To show 
his confident manner which came to Mm on a 
sudden, speaking of one of his field oflkers, 
he says, •* I hope in two months to see him at 
the head often thousand men;'' This tmdis- 
couraged air of the general senrcs to kct^;) alivr 
the hepti of the reflecting, part* of our little 
band, that he has means to effect bis object; 
^ TvTo days after we sailed from Bonair, the 
general who had still an idea of landing on the 
UKain, without being reinforced, called a coun- 
cit of war, at which were prtsent rfl the offi-* 
cets itt Bis scrriee. When they were convened, 
he proposed tivo plans for their eonsideration* 

The first was to prdceed Co Trinidad for the 
pnri^se of obtaining mUitary and navid sue- 
eoiirt; trhichhettatedwx>uld certainly be fert' 
vMScSbf Die British «o facilitate his enter- 
p^ ; and also, to proeure fttrtfaer infbntia^ 
t^ riespec^g SoulAi Amet lea. 

'Theseeond proposition was tesmmptm 
ioimedfiite landing at Cora* 

Digitized by LjOOQIC 



The coiHicil unanimoiisly Bfpctf^ tliat wt 
ahoold proceed on our cpurse t^ Xnnidad, 
wheret hom the information of the general^ 
they supposed that we should certainly obtain 
all the as8i$tance necessary to effect the grand 
object on which the greater part are bent. The. 
plan of going to Coro was rejected, because xt^ 
appeared probable to the council that we should, 
again be attacked by the guarda costas, which 
it seemed likely would repair to the guUf of Co*. 
rOyUnder the supposition that we would atteroj^, 
a.landing at that place. BesideS| we are so 
weakened by our jbs^, that without m reinforce- 
ment we cannot attempt any. tiding wi^ the 
slightest prospect of access. J . - ; ♦ 

Until we reach our destined poi:t, we inust^ 
patientiy bear a number of privations apd in-^ 

' conveniences. We have no great .^pply f^- 
water, nor b th^ little good ; we; are allowan- 
c^d three pints per day each maij, which ^^t 
this rate will last about twenty ^ays. Our. 
bre^d^ Pf>rk and li^f ^e .^sijprce, and by no, 

^ means, t^e b^st. Th^s situated^ ypu npiust sgf^, 
that fgfi h^ve but a gioofxyr pr^fpect in ykw^f 
when jou add . thfijt m9. ^P, M> ^%% ^g^;|^' 
ki»A wiM^s and pontrary. current every v^e 
of the distance to Trinidad* . . 
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LETTER XII. 

Undignified conduct of his excellency to one oj 
his officers^ ^e. 

May 9th, 1806* 
IT belongs to my story to relate an in- 
stance of the generaPs violence, that made me 
blush for the honour of grey hairs, learning 
And experience. It happened on the quarter 
deck in the presence of all the oiEcers and the 
w^iole ship's crew at Bonair, two or three days 
after our misfortune. Stung as he is witti dis- 
appointment, lie might plesid Orlando's excuse 
for something uncourtcous ; 

*<The thorny point 

^< Of bare distress hath ta'en from me tbe «h:w 
«* Of smooth dviKty." 
But wlutt I fim going to relate was outrageous 
|»assion. 

• One of the engineer officers, havmgigot in- 
to some embarrassment on shorf?, through 
iwant of money, on bis return to the ship, wa$ 
jhentioningtheeirclinjstance tooneo hiscom- 
panionsioud enough to be heard by the general 
^0 Wft3 sHtiog near^^id prbbabljr ruminating 
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«n his disaster. In the course of the converMu*^ 
tion this officer had the imprudence to utter sooae*. 
thing about, ** month's pay,'* •* can^t serve for \ 
noxhing ;'' with other treasonable expTea*ioQ» f . 
upon which Miranda ordered him to be sileat ^ 
an3 not being instantly obeyed, seized him by 
the throat and threw him off the ship's gunnel, ^ 
where he had been sittiag, on one of the gi^s, 
apd after repeated twirls, shakes and twists, 
dashed him slap on the deck. The cngineex, , 
when a little recovered fcom his fright, opeped 
his mouth to jthis effect ; •' you don't mean to . 
strike me a^ain, I hope general," *' strike you ; 
again/' quoth the general, •* y?s by G — 4 l-lhf 
exterininateyou ; where is your respect for your , 
general." ** I have always.resipected you and - 
done my duty^ sir/' answered the trembling ; 
ofllcer. ** You iha»pe no^*' replied the . chief, 
>* so silence this moment sir,'* ^* Lant not to ^ 
be treated in this manfier genenJ ; to av^id 1^ ; 
1 will thank you for my discharge and iH^ ofl^ .^ 
shore sytl^is island/' *^* Sirrah" exclaimed Mi* ;. 
fanda m a rage, ** you shall be disniissed wbe* 
I thiofk proper, and not wheii yqu ^ase, y<M : 
are at i^ disposal, and I i^haU i%taiii| er seai />i 
jrou away, as4t best suits my pUPpo$e,^^ **B# t 
Ifaavearighci^lMi^^yaarMr^ r^ 
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^^necr, ^* hold jrtur tongae sir, you have n« 
fi^ts here but obedience," retorted his excel* 
liSKcf . 'The officer, however, insisted on his 
right to leave a service, in which he was iD- 
trdtted and not paid; at which the general 
cintid no longer restrain his passion ; and this 
Kiahefbl aad ridiculous affair concluded by a 
severe rub of bis knuckles over the ridge of 
the engineex's nose, not a little to tb^ annoy- 
aoce of his under lip and chin. 

Though I fdt the utmost indignation at the 
sight of this outrage yet it had so much of the 
ludicrous, that I could not help laughing. Im- 
%iae a. short, plump) toad fashioned man (for 
^uch was ihe lieut. of engineers) tumbled head 
over ileels, and vice versa and making as many 
grimaces, expressive of fear and anger as aba- 
boon thrown into the air, and you will admit, 
if he Wa^ ndt exposed to bd seriously hurt, 
thc#e vt^s so much more of the comic than 
to^al in the exhibition, as to provoke our" 
risibles. But neither I nor any other, could 
sup^ess a feeling of disgust and abhorrence 
at tlic want of self-command and* dignity in 
the Commander in chief. He had cause un- 
doubtedly to resehtf the language of the engit 
«^wS6 wii alitde eitcJtcd withlicjuor j y^ 
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^e proper course wQttl4 have4>een to put hvof 
under arrest for trial. What security has aojf 
of us under tl\e command <^ a man who can' 
be carried away ^y brutal fiiry ?, God gran^ 
wc may not find ourselv^a at the mercy oi ^ 
tyrzxvt. It this be a specimen pf his administnu' 
tion among the free peopie of Columbia, | 
Uiink we sfa4ll have rights on p?per ai^ y^fongi 
hi feet.. 



LETTER XIII, 

iJff' Margariita. — Lcander endeavours /# a^oii 
every strat^e saiL-^Crtv) on short 4UefV)(mcep 
'T^Harishtfs.'^R^ligiffus service on koari^ 
and Miranda's conduct hespiecti^g it. 

J^eapder, at sm% May HtA, 1806. -'■ 
WE begin aerioudy to feel the want o| 
water and provisions^ and we are obliged t^ 
use the strictest economy in the es^penditoi^ 
of both ; so much so, that we commonty g6 ta 
bed parched with thirst, and gnawed by bttn* 
ger. The island of Margaritta is now jn sight i 
but the current is setting so strong agam$tiiSi^ 
and the «Ui4f^ ijnj(itvourabte>, tft*^ m M 



a 
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mt be able to get up witli it for some timt, 
most probably, not until wc arc reduced to 
f^ar ounces of bread and a pint of water, if not 
ibss or even none. 

^ There is a shfp m sight to leeward, that ap- 
iS^s to be chasitlg us. According to custom, 
ife are crowding sail to get out of her reach, 
'there can be no question but that the general 
is much afraid of the ships of his countrymen 
and Aeir allies. We may indeed expect the 
firorst, in the event of capture. Tet I wotilff 
rather contend with double our own forcfe, efe* 
]^ctally if the vessel were Spanish, than to b6 
forever running away. TTiere is no mcril itr 
mt choite of this alternative ; for we shall fa« 
Snsh on the high seas, if We cotittnue to show 
Air heels to every thing we sec floating, ^ir 
bve lost mdi*c distance in trying to save our- 
selves from vessels seen 15 miles to leeward^than^' 
*^ can gain in beating a month. The other day^ 
(m the 7tfa I beKeve) we saw a straYigc saH a' 
ibng ^^ aste^ ; and In an hour afterwards 
Q^ceived shQ was a ship. ^ I Heard the genera! 
consulting about ihe propriety of a scamper v 
tin} ht appealed to one of the officers, who Ka$^ 
been accustomed to the sea, to know what h^ 
%>iight of the matter. •* With due respect to 
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your txcd&tnty^9 opinion'^ said he,' *« we Iiajl 
better lay to, till the ressel comes up, and w* 
may find her a friend ; most likely she k a 
British cruiser, for there are so many of thtti 
m these seas and they handle the French ierA 
Spaniards so roughly, that the latter seldoni 
venture out. If she should turn out to be a* 
enemy,. we must fight or do the best we can.'* 
** Ah!** said the general. ** And would youf 
have us risk every thing<->^the life of our gen- 
cral — ourselves— the troops-^and aU, by such 
a rash step,'* inquired a very prudent officer, 
present at the time ; to whom the other replied 
•^** That he magnified the danger," and add- 
ed^ •• would you have us risk the stsu-ving of 
our general — ourselves*— our troops — and fiiw 
naHy loosp our ship by drifting on the Spanish 
Main ; which must be the case, U^we makct 
practice c^seudding to leeward every tiiac we. 
see a fishing boat or launch." Lewis hatet 
running and gave a look of approbation t^thC^ 
last speaker.- Y^owj^vcTf it was determiuf d to 
get out of th^ way 5 and the captain must obey 
when his excellency thinks proper to order d 
race ; accordir^ly, that night we run twenty 
mHes to kewardr to get out of the track o(d 
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^|il^, Whtdlin aB probability was tit En|^idf 

^ber, or some inoffensive trader. ' 

May ISih. Our good ship ia like a ih\tt^ 

who apprehends every person he ^ees may de- 

%t(A him. Had yon been here, yon woutd botU 

l^e laughed and fteited whh me, at tbt quan* 

dary oiTr chief was in to day* The ship wi 

iaw yesterday pursued us several hours, fired 

three or four shot and hoisted several sigmds. 

All we df^ wt^s^ to hoi^t th# American ensigii 

tt the mast head and run as fasi as^^ possible!: 

LcwU would h^vc, shortened sail and* let thfc 

strangfer come up ;^ but he was overruled by 

the general aiidf his advisers ; however, Yit pA' 

<^Bf running till the last mdment ; and to satisfy 

the prudence of all partics'.to wards eight o^cloc^ 

in the evening, he thr6w overboard a deooyitt^ 

5ght, and alfcrddthe course of tK<^ ship* Thi< 

decoying: light is made of a large lanthotiti 

Ighted with wax* candles, fixed perpendiculaiv 

1^, upon a kind\pf triangle nailed to the upper 

edge o£an^^ half puncheon well ballasted 4 and 

m that situation Qommitted to the waves* 

Should thiis stratagem succeed in the present 

ipstance, the ship that was chasing us will be 

B^le to find herself \n the midst of the sevefi^ 

Wotheii, a cluster of rocks and small islaiidsr 
I % 
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now about twelve mUesdlsiatt* Grmit^t wi^ 
9Xe not absolutely ruined by thb runnings it 
^will make our passage a very long one ; btrt 
we are now used to disappointments and har^« 
ships, and almost prepared for the worst. Add. 
ed to hunger and thirst, wq gre distressed b]F 
day with the heat of a vertical sun, and by 
continual calms, and the sight. of land seen a 
week ago, from which w« cannot move a mile ; 
and by night, tormented with files, cqck,roacbes 
and rats, of which the ship is full. I, endea* 
vour sometimes to divert my sufferings by re. 
counting our plagues to you. I have an exam- 
ple of composure and application in the midst 
of vexations and uncertainties in col. K. who 
aits down calmly to his studies at 8 in tlie mom- 
ixigi and continues closely engaged till ipidnight 
or even later. The general also, at present, ex- 
hibits great patience and tranquillity. His tern* 
perate habits render privations of this kind Icsf 
irksome to him than they are to most people. 
It is in courts and palaces, among those who 
arc surfeited with thejgifts of heaven, that God 
is denied or forgotten. From the lap of plcn- 
teousness and pleasure the voice of murmur- 
ing arises. 1 he toiling, suffering mariner ac- 
knowledges a supreme being. The pil§noy* 

i i 
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. whow fe«t are scorched uitb tiie burning wot 
pf the desert) and if\ hose liead throbs under tUc 
fierce beams of a vertical sun, oHers prayer sod 
)MGMse to the benevolent author of hisexUtence^ 
whilst the philosopher in his easy chair, and ia 
tlie abundance of a luxurious capital, refuses 
/his homage to his majker, or doubts the good- 
ness of his superintending providence. 

A desire to sustain our fortitude, or piety^ 
quickened by distress, has led our captain late. 
ly to revive a custom which he has always ob* 
served in fornrtcr voyages, of having prayers 
read to his ship*s company on Sundays. This 
service is periorn^ed by a sedate young officer 
on board. The general does ftot appear to rel- 
ish this grave work. The moment the service 
begins, Miranda leaves the deck, and when it 
is ended, re-apptars. Two or three officers 
have followed his example. Does he mean to 
liave us understand that he has no religious 
faith? Does he mean by his actions to idc* 
' ride a disposition in his followers to worship 
the supreme btring ? 1 have been told that to 
some people he has ridiculed these things^ 
though he has never done it in my hearing. If, 
as a philosoplier, he deems religion false, as a 
. ^^Qliticiant he shoul^ >lio^ it to be usefuL 
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IttAs^ he thinks we are tod wickc^d or ^$^^ 
ed in too doubtful a cause to bav^ a right t<l 
pray ! or he may suppose a religious sense will 
not tend to fit n^ for bis purposes. This par^ 
•f his conduct strikes me unfavourably. 



LETTER XIV. 

Jtrrival at Grenada. — Refreshed^ and aj£/ fm^ 
Barbudoes. 

Grenada, May 2S$k, .1806. 
On the 24th, at evening we saw two yes-* 
selsy one a large ship, which we endeavoured 
to avoid by tacking ; but the next raerning the 
same ship being found 'm chase of us, it wa4 
resolved to run no mo^e. It was at length a<L 
mitted that we might as well die by sword a^ 
fapnine. NVhcn the ship had got nearly withia^, 
gun shotj we beiiig to. windward did not bear 
down, and she fired uppi>. «is» but withoui bef 
.shot reachkig us. Lewis^ being persuaded sb^ 
was English, hove to and ^be came up. Seetn|f 
a French distinguishing vane at her mast head/ 
wc begaa to .flutter. .. Bi)t on. speaking us^sbr 
proved to b» U. B« M..^a aloop of war LHjfV 
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wlio ha4 been for sometime searihing for ihtf 
Leander. The commander» capt. Campbell^ 
dame on board to pay his compliments te gen* 
«ral Miranda^ and, on returning to his vessel, 
sent us some most necessary and most wel- 
come supplies. It was determined that we 
should put into this island, where we arrived 
the next day. The general and suit disem- 
barked the moment the ship anchored ; and 
S€;veral officers are allowed to step on terra ^r- 
ma and partake the comforts of the shore. Yoa 
will conceive what a treat this must be after 
such a dreadful month as we hav^ passed. 
From the hour we left Bonair, until we were 
sijM>ken by the Lily ^we experienced a continued 
series of mortificatloosi apprehensions and dis* 
i^pointments. The weather was always, 
esLceedingly hot, vnth Hght winds or bairns, a^ 
Qurrent commonly setting agamstus ; and per^i. 
petual tacking to get out of the way of strange 
sails. In addition to this, we were almost in 
despair for the want of provisions and water. In 
this situation it pleased heaven to send the Li- 
ly to our assistance, at the instant when we 
had broached our only remaining cask of wlu. 
ter and last barrel of bread. 
, (The governor of this island, Maitland, h9tB 
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received our chief with great politeness and 
hospitaliij, and given him encouragement to 
expect important assistance from the British in 
a second attempt on the Spanish Main. A$ 
an earnest he is answerable for our supplies^ 
These circumstances a little revive the 'sprrJts 
of our volunteers ; who had become rather sicV 
of their undertaking and disposed to abandon' 
Miranda. 

Ltander at sea, MaySOtA. Having procur- 
^ supplies, we sailed from Grenada for Barba* 
does. There we are told the general expects 
to revive his estpedition and obtam funds. 9e« 
veral officers, whose purses thiroughl ennptinesa 
have grievously collapsed^ have applied tot pay/ 
and are ihforitied that they shall be retnieniber* 
ed at Barbadoes.--We are undeif convoy of 
the Lily---an officer of which, lieut. Barclay, 
kas C9me on board to pilot tis mio BridgetoWa.; 
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LETTER XV. 

4^ Bridget(jfV)n,-^Lennder libelled and released* 
-^Arrangements V)ith Admiral Cochrane. — 
l,eviis resigns.-^ Fanity and fhilosophy ef M. 

Sridgctama^ Barbadaes, June 9th^ 1806« 
WE arrived here on the 6di« The rumour 
sm^ng ut is sudi as to make us suppose the 
t;s.pedition is to raise its head agaia. Admiral 
Cochraiie, irho is on tUs station with three 
ahips of the line and several frigates, intc^nda 
to further it by putting s<Miie of his ^mailer 
vts^is lender tl^ orders of Miranda. Noreg- 
ular troops and but few volunteers will be 
joined to it here ; but it is said thef will be 
obtained at Trinidad. 

15 th. li is reported that though admiral 
Cochrane, }s favourable, lord Seaf<H*th, gover«^ 
nor of thi^ island, and general Bowyer, com- 
mander in chief of the West India troops are 
not at all inclined to take up our enterprise. 
Twenty five or.thiity voluoteers have |oine4 
US here. In this number may be h^ a 4/k^^ 
gentkmen ; the nest 1 fear must pasa Idr vi^ 

aHiHiClS. 

\%th. Miranda has lately bad another diC* 
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fercnce with Lewis. A few days ago, he pre- 
tended to have fears for the fidelity of the Le- 
aodejr^s officers aiKl crew ; suspecting them of 
a design to leave port clandestinely. To ^ard 
agaiMsit this danger, an officer of the army and 
a Ueutemant of the Lily were sent on board to 
lUke necessary measures of precaution. The 
aatls of the Leaoder were unbent and stowed 
away «i— her lower yar4s and tc^ gallant nsiasta: 
^uck, and 13 sailors, shipped at New-Yoric, 
transferred to the Lily, till we should sidl for 
Trinidad. At present this poor ship seems 
threatened with another more serious peril. 
Her innocence is brought into c^stion^and she' 
is libelled in die custom house. She stands ic« 
cmeA of having been a long time engaged in an 
illegitimate and contraband trader**meaning the 
J9t. Domingo tcade; and since she became tiie 
repute^ property of Dgn Francisco de Miran# 
da, i^ie b chai^^ with ittU practices, ia carry- 
iagarnu, ammuuiJion, naval stores, and troopi'* 
to. the enemies of fbe king of England, ^^ under 
UPacknowlcadged colours, '^ thus setting a bad' 
effMtpleto other priviite vessels. On these 
aoco«ii)ts the officei^ of the customs appear tft. 
jthiak they ought to take her out of our fM^/ 
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sMsion ; but whether she w31 be seized or not 
is uncertain. 

l9iA. By good luck or good management 
tbe general has rescued his ship from the dan- 
ger which hung over her« He has satisfied 
those, concerned that he ought net to be con** 
sidered as giving aid to tlieir enemies, though 
be professes to be the friend o(f the subjects of 
Spain. This is the. se9ond narrow escape of 
the kind^ which the Leander tais experienced: 
It seems to me that Miranda has not made very 
{pood arrangements, or he would not appear \tk 
sd ambiguous a character to those on whom he 
iriies for co-operation. 

Leamdcr m sea^ June 21«. Yesterday aft 
temoon we weighed anchor, and sailed froni 
Carlisle bay, in company with the Lily and 
H. Bi Afs. brig Express^ and a merchaiA 
•schooner called the Trimmer. 

Previous to leaving Barbsuloes^ a conlracft 
tw^s entered into, between general Miranda, fdt 
the free people of South America, and admiral 
Qochrane as ageiit for his Britannick Majesty ; 
the basis 6f which stipulates, that admiral C; 
skall assist general M. with a ceitain num^t 
•of vessels of war' immediately^ and that he 
ihall hereafter forward such reinforcements ^ 
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l^e might Jiiave In bis power to {ornish, in Caie 
they should be wanted by Miranda; weiA tha 
kitbe^v^nt of our succeediag, Great Brit- 
ain BhaH always be i^ld by general M« a^S 
the goveriuneift which he iB^y estdblishi on 
the footing of 4he ^ost favoured naitioiis ; th^t 
imi^rtations in l&rijtish bottoms ^h^il Meeii^ 
&4educti(Mi of ten per cent, upon tlie duttCfi 
paid by £dl other friendly natipns, except 4iltis 
TJiiked States of North America. 

Thi^ proyisio^^l f^greemeqtt is to Jbe isent to 
England fc^-theapprobationof his Majesty an|) 
€Oun<?.il, and if jdiey see fit and agnee to. it, Uie 
future operations pf our e^xpedkion «re tolK 
carried on with the concurrence asd council (?f 
the British cabinet. fHow dii« w^l be receiv^ 
at the court of St. James, it is imp^ossible i^ 
me to ssy ; it appears however, that no defia- 
itive arrangements had been sealed betwe^ 
4.hem and our commander before, as we iift4 
once imagined and hoped. In this contra<^i 
Miranda omitted to mention ^e United $l3atd$f 
notwithstanding the warm affection wbich*TO 
professes for our country,, until the impolicv*|f 
.excluding her from the mercantile advantfgl?* 
.which be might have the power to confer,. tfa|S 
stated to him by one of tifs A*^eifi<«m -Of^^ 
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ttmrihcr dbagietiftents taking place betwc«i 
Mkaada and captain Lewis, the latter resigned 
Ibe commaod of the Leander a day or two pre* 
(Qpding our departuw from Carlisle bay* AH 
tbe Quices, the boatswain and giHiner and nearly 
Jsr^ of the crew left her at the same time^ 
tiioti^ not persuaded to do sOy by their cap- 
lain*^ The ship is now trusted to the manage- 
Jttent oi a. very inexperienced young loan— * 
whose only ceGommendation to such a place h 
Us popularity with vematmng sailors* An 
,9fficer, however, from the Lily is with us, to 
supply the want of our new coounander's na- 
^ wL knowkdgc* 

Lcamder^ near T^bag0y Jmut 2^. As the 

. cloud tkaft hung wver the expediiioil begins t0 

hiFeik away, and the fortunes of ^ chieftaioi 

becQm^ vaore pi?G^msjng,.the expectations of hk 

^cen 9wake^ and theiir soliejtttde about tl|e 

' ])Das4ssion of tm favour appesur. He makes a 

ifcwti of amgring frequently that tike chance of 

proiiotipn ki. bisi servim ctepeodfl^ on nie«k» 

,^t he is iM>t entirely wigulac amiong meoii if 

.Il^,atli6iw3 it Si grefirt iRCf it lobe disposed lo 

^l^eioe hifaon. ang? tepoAp nod be wiltiag lo 

xoneur in his fiuidness of bimsel^ Flattery 

.4Wi^ plUPfuii^oini ai» with all bfts phibsopl^r 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



fan procure a passage to hia heart. <^ ^S?^ea« 
I teU hUn.he hates flatterers ; he ss^s he does £ 
being then the meat flattered*'' Som^ oi the' 
most shallow axid least worthy of our compaiiy^ 
have purchased marks of the general's regardii 
by supplying the cordial of adulation, for whidk. 
he has no measured thirsts ^ ^ jAt that will ^Ibsot 
lutely confine Ills patron to heipr only the cmm^. 
mendations which he deserves, will soon b<> 
forced to give way to others that regale Uat 
with QH>re compass of musick," On this ac^^ 
count I have less confidence ,in his promises^ 
fw promises at present are all he gives, or i 
suppose has to give. But when the time t^ 
remember and perform shall come, and rival 
claims to place shall be set up, he may be eiPC 
piected to decide in fevour of those, who faaw^ 
soothed his vanity. At the same time he is fti 
^eat moralist ormoralizen ' Vice and meannesii 
ii) every degree and shape are, according t»^ 
his own declarations, entirely agmnst his PiiP» 
mki judgment. If you take his word for it^ he 
is a lover of virtue even to enthusiasm^ Hi^ 
ip always inveigbtng:against dissimulatidi and^ 
4lijustice/ and extoUbg sincerity land disintai^l 
<$tedness.-^Allthe virtues are the theioost ^^ 
M^enconiiuais. To use.Ua mmlmfpmg^if^ 
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taiteMre ; del»ests pride } »nd* hmtnt the i^ 
iM^cai oorpuptMw of modero day#. He MvM 
ftfid»m > aK|ni}fC80Mi4our9 estMms wise mtni 
Mtepecfift humilily ^ and ^lighto in tilM ti^ble 
mA iMati^ul integrity aad go^d fliidi wbioh 
Ania^ished Ihe golden thtum ef afitiquky.'^ 
Ife apeiA^s wkk gie^t fliMdom and as^cni^ of 
dit fimhsof Ike diibtnt learned prafbasioMito 
4oroadiaig t# U^ ^t pwsts mee bypocfiles > 
lawyers, sophisters ; and daelcm, pvetMdcM i 
and virtue has fled this detestable world; he 
wotsld lay down a refined j^ilosophy, which 
akoold have for its object the reformation of' 
abuses ; and fihallyi he ^^ would renovate tiie 
p^vertied minds of mankind; r^tor^tbe ancijenjt 
^tiu^de, when every exceUeMe and virtue 
l^evailed among men, for the happinesj& of the 
present race, and the perpetual prospei^ity of 

JMAnil4»if5.9a^i^ th^HtrQ^li^M 

^ pf i^#l^« Vel« mil nfQuUt W9k-tlMr 
%iiKi)k««pwii«aijt ^im^ vm\»%^i^ mm 

& 2 
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ittpl^lied the diirstjr guHIotiiie siid morc Ai htly 
•word witii innocent victims* If £iueh sceMt 
are to be acted in South AmeiicHi I sball haw 
done with the revoluticmizing pbilosophei^ 
The engagemeats, by wlMch we are bound ta 
Inm, make it at present^ next to impossible ti^ 
get away \ and the catise has acquU'ed iao OMiefc 
appearance of respectaUIUty and such nieaii»af 
successlijr the conjecture of Britbh force, diat 
I resolve to con^ue, thouj^ I cuxiot aaf 
without some reluc^ee» 



(. 



LETTER XVI. 

At Trinidad^ — Officers and men engaged there* 
— General Order. — Lapt. Johnson.^-FouUsA 

• handbill — Departure. 

• Port of Spain, Triniind.' July l4rA, IfOfi^* 

ON the 24th of last month we arrived «» 
l^ts island. The affairs of the expedition stfe 
in such train that it will undoubtedly precei^v 
It is to be assisted by English suppliea and lA* 
'val force, thotfgh by no regular troops, f^ 
British authority hete have perhaps not •«•• 
^fent coAfifctictiia'^ ptab to gi?eil«iHAti 
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«d if tiiey were dispoted, could net do it witfa. 

<Mt disobliging extremely the French and 

:Sptm8h parly here^ which is numerous aad 

k ii u cntkilt The inhabitants, being chiefly of 

f&icae. nations, it is not easy to get men to en« 

4i9t Notwithstanding this, seventy or eight/ 

4roloQ(eer5 have been recruited i And during 

«tbe week. to co«ie, which is to be spent bere^ 

jdns number may probably be douUed. Be* 

Aweeotwenty andthutypersonshavebcenadded 

to the scnrtce asc^ker». A few of them are re- 

spectaUe men ; but the greater part are low or 

worthless characters ^ sueb as I think Miraa<* 

da's dear countrymen will not be likely to 

deem an acrquisition. The principal and most 

respectable persons are William Gage Hall| 

with the rank of ecAcmel of engineers ; count de 

Rouvray^coloneU Chevalier Loppenot, captain 

ef horse ; James Adrien, inter|>reter and officer 

of engii^eers ; and two Spaniards^ ranking as 

^olonel^ ; Trelawney de Iklhap, chief de e- 

^ackm, PbilUp Nihil, 1st lieutenant,. Alesan* 

^^er .Bruce, do» Samuel W. Walcott, do* 

_4E|harl^ Carrington, do» Isaac Robinson, do^ 

^IjP Frecier Loppenot,, aid de camp to the 

jiai^ .Daniel Crone 1st lieuU De Sine, do.-p-* 

•Mfif| Mmw^$ 49* Hwafic litthaway ^ 
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Ueutcwmt^furtji&cfraT^T^iBd R^^btrt M^Cuk 

^u/yi ilih. The genecal ordtr of tjii& dhqr 
cof^imd tbefoillowixig gi»«ic»i$ words $ -lium 

^' WbiUt tbf comaaoder in ebkf fiwe» mi$k 
vegrel tbe incjpnveiuieticQ% tho Wicett acid uok 
dicrt suffor fcyr btiog, 90 qudgAi toviger Mvfittci: 
cm boiif4 ship» than cmwid poMifel; have. bc>«a 
cx^ctedf ha bega kaYO ta rtaund tihmn itel 
ooa of.lha first qo^liM oi a soktier is tci hear 
mth pai^Mca the uaavoi^Rhla defasmi^QMs ta 
whicka military lifett siib^Bcl; aad at tke saioo 
tiiM» asa»rea than thai ho iariUf.aiw!ay& boapr ki^ 
mind what tbagr. baisc auficradt aadaa fiy? mim 
1m pcwf r^ aludy ta^ rtliew them*^ ^ ^ 

Though thia coa^okat a^idoifs vas pii^ kif 
tlie orderly hool^s^ I supposeaoitseaof Minoi^' 
da^ followcHk I^Mrd of k« Aa,tkoii^expim*' 
kifk^ ^ negar^y aki«e aiur iiuafiMEtui»av 'U^dmr 
afrwa to bo poA s a i^, <Wara.k hoiravcp j^i^^O^ 
la all, it wou^ not da^ niiM^h. to fit;in»talo l»f«r 
k^ diCk aiSsetboa ail hia valttntoaas cjycoiaUi^ 
1fy}%» who kft New*\oak. witj^ J>i^ TtwP) 
Ikkklpi Urn a hai^ aad unfryttng martcr. i d#^ 
met pamcaaber thattha IfM oma madea persoa^r. 
al^addresa totbeaa, oyam-whaiiiii ^.m&i^tsj^ 
fai^ <^'«w i awtwM? aa» ifc tea i wpyw i d yaiwfc t 
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Ue 6> tbeir sufferin£;s, and careless of their 
wants. If he could not give them good fare; 
diey would naturally expect good words ; or 
some att€m|)t to soothe and encourage their 
disappointed and dejected minds. They know 
and'feel that he hwbeen false ; though all of 
viky who reflect, are 8ensU>le that lus sanguine 
temper has decer^ him. We are just on the 
pokit of sailing for ^ land of promise ; yet 
many of us, I am persuaded, would be glad to 
wash our l»nds of thb business* But we are 
aBu>ng strangers without resources* We have 
ei^agod ourselves to Miranda for. two cam* 
pai^s^ let what will happen ;-^we we tiot per« 
mittcd to resign ; thMigh really weare abaoiv^ 
^by his mglect to ftilftU his part of the con» 
traet. 

The young man, who I sometime ago told 

you^ oommanded the-Leander, has^been remove 

ell; and is succeeded by a captain Johnson^ 

tWlio came to this island from Barbadoes on 

purpose to obtain the place he now holds. This ' 

-iaai^ was exceedingly amUtious of bis present 

sk&ation, ^ He Expressed a willingness to ha2^ 

aidisbttie df his cash to alid the enterprise, if k 

w<iuld' procure bim a command. By 6ome 

Ittaoa tjftcar i^s&tattiga canao to tho'geoeraU 
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whose fimda are^iker low^ and lohnscm^U 
PQt loiqp wak fer Uie{i|9pmt»«nt^ to^ whicbJif 
aspif edJ 

>«^ 9itf. ^ll» a luew to iodui^jEk poe^to 
jma us» tbe gcoeral, w some que aboujt Umhiti 
issued tbe fcdlQwing Giirk>i^ aad fiooluik hai^d 
UU, whkk hiA' b^en^ ciactilatcd thiKM^h tiic 
town- ami staak up ioi alli pnbliek fkuces^ U 
peurports. to be an address (tom Mkanda to A$ 
Spanish peopte" htre* 
^ Friends and cmmir^wtHi 

** The glorious ofiportumty omt iHresc^ots^ 
wddy o£ seliaTiiig fiaost opfressioi^ and arlgtr^ 
g u iP twuu ciity^ fi^^P^ whoaie mmthff of a .^4" 
ttrfiOe; idiooisght tecajoy the bfessinsaf 
t^ &wst oooBiry in tbettittirfMr»,wfakh boutt' 
tiful pFOvidence h^s given them ; but whaaa 
ahachled hgr a: dsfspolism toe cruel im hminai 
mtenkHigtr tai csduce. Groinhg mdwlhif 
fitaeatallictidiM,.they hail with c«tri»kd 9f9$ 
the noUe cause of fr«sdam and iDdcptfodtncf^ 
and catt. upoa yen te shaie with tbeaa m^ 1^ 
gcpd4i)|e actioaofrelitviai^ycairdiatreasedAfr 
IpjiK ceeatarea. Haatealbm to. join ihc^tHlj^ 
daid of me^ vho haa the hap|»Mas. to:.eaUt 1^ 
self jovm coiiiitiyM»B« and ia deteimiiytd Ip 
MSGue hia€M«ln^aQ4 tM^^M tlK ^sl dMp 
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crf%i^ blood in promoting Its liappinseB^: An 
objiset, of wliicfa he has never lost sight for a 
moioeiit of his life.^' 

^ There ^11 be made tl liberal distribution 
of land mt the expiration of a twelve month, ac- 
.cording to rank ; and privates^ from die instant 
of enrdhnent, will be entitled to provision and 
dothing, ivith a quarter dollar per day as pay, 
not sul^ect to any deductions. 

**Afid youjbrave volunteers of the island, who 
luve nobly come forward to partake with us our 
ibonouFs, and to share with us our prosperity, 
luisten to. follow those olicers, under whose 
tare you have been already trained, and vfhi> 
ve impatient to lead you on to victory and 

The gulf that Colpmbus,$rst CtscoVered-and 
^noured with his presence, wffl now witness 
tte iHustrous aetions of your gallant eflTorts.* 
^" This t^ing excites nothingbut ridicule, and 
(^'bftcers are\disgusted with it. The generd 
ili^owns the sublime production. There ca^ 
w no doubt, ' I think, it was issued iii^idi his 
llAtiwledge anfl sanction. He recollects, per- 
ftpi, that he h^s already prdmiscd the men ih 
^service tMrtv dollars per month, which ft 
^ fk|ned^4kt^4Wh 6 now ^stkrei to new |«:- 
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cruitSy excq)t the " distribution of land'* after 
•* twelve months.'' He. reflects also that it it 
no proof of his caution, to point out the >p)aoe 
of his intended landing in an island » where 
there is a constant communication with the 
Spanish Main. 

July 25th. At kngth we have weighed an- 
chor and bent our course for the land we arc 
to deliver. We arc in the gulf of Paria about 
jfifteen miles from the port of Spain, becalmed. 
With the first fair wind we shall run throu^ 
the Bocas. The maledictions of many and the 
blessings of few attend us from Trinidad, whece 
we were far from being popular ; though indi- 
iriduals of usjexpcrienced great hospitality and 
kindness from some of the inhabitants. The 
jtroops in general, are in full hopes of success* 
Minlnda^ says again, excepting thi dange/f 
of the sea, it is infaUiabJe. From the smaU^ 
ncss of Uie force with which he proposes i% 
enter ithe country, it is evident he must have 
great dependence on the readiness and the a- 
hilky qf the inhabitants Xo join his statidard* 
The number of our force, including ^he dffioeni 
and sailors who will land .from the ships, ddSis 
not exceed four huoidred' The^uadron coft* 
SMtsQtf the iiewider, 1^ g«ns, Lily, tstmf 
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twr; fixprcss, twelve; Attentive, fourteca; 
provost, ten ; Bull-dog, Dispatch, Mastiff, gHA 
boats of two and three guns ; Trimmer and 
Comn)odore Barry, unarmed merchantmen. 

The general with Ws suite, he. sails in the 
Lily. He has taken another secretary, called 
private secretary, by name Fitzwilliam, who is 
^aid to be a man of talents and information. 

There are but few who know to what port 
we are destined, or I suppose will know till we 
are near it. I shall probably write ho more til! 
there is some crisis in our affairs. 



LETTER XVII. 

J^rniUng on the Mam* — Result. 

' . . » ' 

Lcander at sea^ August Ut, 1806* 

We are again disappointed and coofouadU 

r ♦ is. ^ ^ * 

ed* The dream called an e^cpcditiou has vaB« 
ijhed I all our anxiety, trouble ind cntei^prisc 
||Yccpn^^.tp nothing; our big expcctatioas 
amI,lo(ty hopes have ffUen to the ground* Wc 
have visited the Spanish Main, liad possessioa 
3^M^Vc)llfdc Cpo), the city of Cora, and other 
places } all of which we have jQst evacuated* 
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TUt Spaniards would have noticing to say to 
us. They bad no thoug^its of acceptinjg g» 
proffer of liberty; and we could not obligis^ 
them to take it. Miranda, so long the idol <^ 
his foolish followers, is not known by them^* 
They wondered who he was; and what brought* 
him in such guise into their country- They 
viewed him as a marauder whoni.thcy wcirc to 
fly from, ordestroy, instead of ^ deliverer to be 
niade welcome. There was no s*^ qf anv 
partisans of his jn force or likely |to^bp 30 ;. and 
not a shadow of probability that any one of the 
leading officers of government civil or military, 
had thought or would th^nk of adopting his 
plans or joining his standard. Having left the 
country, we arc going,— I l^pw not whkher— 
but wherever the prince of visionary schemisrs 
chooses to say. You wiU^inagine nvy disgu^ 
and mortification ; perhaps rencntancc. For 
I assure you, it is not without compunction^ 
tltat I reflect how we have terrified and harra^' 
cd the unoffending people of thisregipUy^asthe 
event has proved, witfiput sufficient pretence,^ 
and to no good purpose. I sho^ld pity ooivfit^ 
natical leader more than all, but he has an Ji'^ 
mirabl^ constitution for bearing moftificatioiuf* 
His blunders do by no means put faim ou^ 'S^- 
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countenance, I dare say he will soon talk of 
bc^hibg again without any cotifusion of face. 
Indeed he has reason to believe he may go any 
ftaa^h in amusing oiir expectations, consider- 
ing hdw fond of being deceived we have appear- 
ed. It is said we are going to the island of Aru- 
ba. Under the next date, you shall have th6 
history of our recent performances and mishapb*; 



LETTER XVm. 

At Aruba.'^Events after leaving Trinidad.^-^ 
Army disembark. — Gain Le Vela de Coro.^-^ 
March to Coro.^^^Disaster at that place. — 
Returtiy and evacuation of the Main. 

Aruba^ Ajfgust ISth^ 1806. 

WE anchored at this place yesterday ; and 
I now proceed to the relation of what has hap- 
pewd from the time of leaving Trinidad. 

On the 23d and 24th of July, all the officcra 
and men belonging to the Columbian Army 
c^^arked on board the vessels mentioned be- 
f(^. The Sunday following passing by the 
island of Margaritta —the people forsook tlie 
^^urch, and msmning thQ ]:)atteries of the place 
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Ascharged sereral shots at otbr squadron vA^ 
•ttt iajury. We anchored and went a^iore M 
the island of Cochc where we remained one 
night. At day light on the Sd cf Aug.r throu^ 
a mistake pf the pilot we anchored within nwt 
miles of La Vela de Coro <Sn the west side of 
the bay, instead of anchoring within reach aX 
the batteries as was intended* 

Pursuant to the following general order^ the 



^ The right hand cypher In the following estimate 
of numbers was added to deceive the enemy, in case 
they should ever sec the order. Our force is what re- 
mains when the cypher is cut off. viz. Two hundred 
«md ninety one. 

On board rftbe Lily, August ut. itt^S- 
« G. O.** « As it is intended diat the araiy diaD 
jdisemj^ark in the course of Ais night, the following or* 
der Is to be attended to. 

1st. division under me command of col. Compte Jc 

ftouvray, Hulans, 35C> 

Guides with captain Sanchez and Cayetana, i io 

Detachment of the royal Navy under Lieuteiiant 

Beddingfield, " ^ Bip 

Trinidad volunteers under colonel Downie,. J2p 

Spaniards and Indians in the gun- boats, , gpo 

ad. division under the command of Ucut. col. Kirkj 

iarid, I St regiment of North American vplunteers, ooo 

Engineers under captain Allison, 1 00 

Artillery under captain Lowdon," ^^•^ 
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ir»t ciiviikm under the comiiMmd of coL c(Hint 
i4e Rotuvray^ disembarked from the squadron 
4ji the boats, with a view to eflect an immedi^ 
I4e landing ; but a gale of wind set in nearty 
4fr soon as all the necessary preparations were 
^ade ; and obliged the row boats and barges 
jtQ be taken in tow by the gun boats, in which 
situation they remained the whole day, unable 

J^ H ■-UiU-J 

^^ Captain Campbell of hb .xn^'esty's ship Lily wiU 
give die necessary orders for the distribution of die 
boats \ and the commanding officer of each detachment 
will take care that a proper proportion of officers is sent 
in each boat. ' 

This order of debarkation^ was accompanied by tiir 
following instructions : 

. " C O." Parole, Columbia. Countersign, Victory. 
Order of Attack. - , 

<< As soon as the first divisioni under the command 
•f col. Compte de Rouvray, has disembarked a suffi- 
cient number of troops,he will attack the battery of tl^e 
punta, in conjunction with the detachment from the 
navy. Having carried that, he will leave it in posses- 
sion of a de^chment of the navy \ and then proceed 
with the rest of. the troops and take possession of the 
custom house and enemy*s artillery near it, where he 
will leave the remainder of the naval detachment \ and 
lihen proceed on the road leading to the town of Coro 
, where ht will halt until informed of the landing of the 
Jd 4ivision. 

f' After receiving this information, he will proceed 
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to gtin the point of attack on aecK>diit of^ lie 
roughness of the sea and the violence of tint 
widd. The 4>rincipal part of the second divu 
Sion, under Kirkland were at this time on boatfl 
fhc Leftnder, as the boats of the squadron we*t 
iiot sufficient to disembark both divisions «ft 
once. This occasioned a transfer of his troofift 
to his majesty^s ship Bacchatite (captain Da* 



wad take possession of the town of Coro> on the stippQ» 
•idon diat he will be supported by die 2cl division. 

*< The naval detachmenti charged with t^c care <rf 
the bsittery and town of Vela de Coro, will take cate 
to' send piquets on the roads leading into town, with 
ordirs not to allow any person to go out without a.pass 
from the commanding oiEcer } and any person comiiJg 

^ Aft, to be stricdy examined and acknowledged as & 
friend. 

*• A piquet of Indians under the command of capt- 

. Leon, is to be posted on the road leading, to Paraquant. 
Every species of plundering,is in the most positive terms 
prohibited 5 and the general expects that every person 
C(»nposing this army, will conduct himself to all sudr 
of the iohabitants as appear friendly, in sttch a mann^ 
9B will conciliate their afiections ; and onJy treat «s 
Memies all sv^ as appear in arms, and make re»i* 
tance. 

** The proclamation and pamphlets attached to tbcBi 
to ht placed and distributed in every conspicuous place i^ 
by the commanding officers of the different dfctachmefl^ 
agreeable to the ninth article of the s4me» AH report! 
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«fes) where they remained uatil day light the 
fttfxttnoming. The Bacchante got under weigh 
•and beat up nearly abreast the strongest fort 
kCLa Vela de Core durhig the night; the 
hrigs Attentive and Express and the gun boats 
^o stationed themselves within point blank 
'rtfOt of the same place. 

Oa the morning of the 3d, the first divisioa 
^anded and were soon fidlowed by the se- 
cond, which would have arrived at the samie 
time, had not the want of boats rendered it im- 
possible. Whilst the troops were advancing; 



'to be. forwarded to die head quarters of the army at 

^La Vela de Coro. As it will in the course of a day 

* or two, be easy to get any thing that may be wanted 

from on board die fleet, no baggage of any kind is to 

be can led on shore at the time of embarkation. Each 

-man may carry on shore with him two or three bitcuttt • 

^' Lieut, col. Roorba^h is to join the detachment un« 

der the command of It. col Kirkland, and to duty with . 

it until further orders. 

(Signed) WM. ARMSTRONG, 

Q^M. General. * 
*4^* Thif order of attack, is to be executed, as nigh 

as possible, conformable to the preceding mode kid 

tfi' ' 
down ; should circupfistances oblige any officer to de- 
viate from it, he is to do it, With tlje utmost circUm- 

^ «pcction and caution^'' 
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in the boats, they were covered by a warm fire 
from the armed vessels of our squadron agaa^|t^w 
the forts, which the latter promptly retui;!^ 
but without effecting an/ considerable injiv 
ry. As they approached the land, th^ Span* 
iards began a smart, though ill directed fire 
of mu^etry from the bushes, which lined the 
1/vhole extent of ^ the beach. As the. troops 
leaped from the boats, the Spaniards retreat* 
ed farther into the bushes, where they wetre 
closely pursued by a party of our men, wi^ft 
whom, for a few moments, they maintained a 
scattering fire. While this party eng;iged 
these fugitives, who soon dispersed, anotbe;^ 
party presided on to the nearest fort, which 
stands upon the margin of the bay. This wa* 
entered by the hulans and marines, sword ia 
hand, the Spaniards leap'mg the walls on the o^ 
posite side and flying in all directions. The 
guns of this fortification, on its coming into oia; 
possession, were immediately pointed against 
the town, custom house and magazine, distant 
about a quarter of a mile, where the main bod^ 
. of the Spanish force was stationed with nine 
or ten pieces of artillery (4 and 6 pounders^) 
They were, however, soon compelled to re- 
treaty and in such precipitation and confusiiH^ 
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tiiat they s|>ikcd but few of their cannon, Uid 
even left two of them loaded. So far we had 
votit killed and only three woundedi one of 
iHiich only is considered in danger. 
* Thus, oa t)ie third day of August, the ris- 
h^ sun witnessed a display of the Columbian 
colours on the staff, which the Spanish royal 
standard had so long occupied. The inhabit 
tAJ)X% of all descriptions had fled principally the 
day before, taking with thera the greater pyf 
6f their moveables. Our delay of the attack, 
In consequence of anchoring in the wrong 
place, gave ^them time. Flags of truce, with 
ibessages of peace, and assurances of protec* 
fton both to person and property were imrne* 
diately dispatched about the town and its en- 
tirons, soliciting the fugitive inhabitants to re* 
thrn to their homes; but either through the 
order of government, or affright, some old wo* 
ixtn only and a few of men could be induced 
to accept the invitation. 
' General Miranda reached the shore at half 
Jkist eleven, A. M. His arrival was retarded 
by ^e circumstance of the Lily having an-f 
thored nine miles to leeward of the town, 
which prevented both her and the Leander 
fioiu shapng, in tlic attack* Between uint and 
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ten at nigli*, <:)«r force headed by thegcutaral 
began to toarch for the town of Cbro, wliidi 
lies about twelve miles to the westward of t^ 
Vela ; and arrived there an hour before ^f 
dawn on the fourth. The march was oonductt; 
cd with so much order and silence, that 1^ 
footsteps <rf the troops were scarcely heard. 
The oiorning was unusually serene and pleas* 
ant. A most solemn, or rather dreadful ^tijti 
ness prevailed the whole place. The city a$, 
we soon found, was entirely evacuated except 
by a few women, superannuated devotecfi 
and perhaps a small body of armed men, left 
to guard the jail ; for it remains in some doubt 
whether there \tas this force* If they wati. 
there, they escaped, for we took no prisoner^ 
under arms. Having passed through several 
streets we arrived at the publick square Oft' 
one side of this square, in front of the troops 
as they, marched in, are the jail and counctl. 
house ; opposite to these is a large cluirch»fi 
The . other sides are occupied by publick^ 
buildings of different descriptions. Wbd^ 
the head ^f the column entered the publiok 
square, general Miranda, preceding the right 
of the first division, attended by some ofjiia. 
principal officers advanced, to xtx^ grand av>ii 
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mm leading to tbejaiiand fsojo^il bouse, 
ia &B mean time the ^cond d^visiop ^lad 
chieftjr g^ed the opposite side, and were 
fifmung in fr<Hit of the churclu At this mo^^ 
W^t^a tamuhuoias and disord/crly fire com- 
ti^ced from the first division. Most of xhe of*> 
ficers assert that some guns were first discharg- 
ed frofin the windows of the jail, but in this they 
tre not unanunous. It is admitted by sdl that 
d|e huls^ns, marines, and Trinidad infantry 
(under Downie) who were in advance of 
the other troops and by this time, at bah, near 
the prison^ fired, not only towards the prison; 
but also on the infantry and artillery wfio were 
pQiKted behind them, before ai^d near the church. 
Tte latter presumed they could receive su(ih 
a salutation from none but Spaniards, and took 
Ae firing for a cpmmencement of the enemy's 
attack, imagining that the jail was a barrack, 
for which, in the dark it might be mistaken, 
aad that the enemy was assaulting them from 
witfain and behind this building. Without 
limiting for orders, upon perceiving the fire 
from rtiat quarter, the infantry returned it with 
vigor. The clamour of fifty voices was in- 
s^ntly, raised, commanding the men to cease 
^UJB. This-^lamour, with the cries of the 
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i(rbUn<led,tfi«'tt&'ht ofthe Intfiaris, wlb-lhef 

joinea'us at La Vela dc Coro ; the bf eakSfft[ 

(flf ranks, fee. madie a scene of 'cbnfusiort Ifiil 

tomuH not to be described. Altera few ViflS 

utes thfe firing was silenced ^ hvtt not dWfc 

cof* Klrkland, (^wtiose utmost exertiorife'^il 

prevent thjis confusion, from extending to hB 

jfivision had proved ineflfectna!)'' the general 

private secretary and five men were "wduridKII 

and one man was killed. No onfe seems tibft 

to give a satisfactory account of this miscrabfe 

stSair. It appears in the garb of a shamel^ 

j?md sorrowful' Wander of somebody ; but" mft 

fesponsibility cannot be charged upon ' allif 

particular ifidividual; The general and'tUt 

officfer^ under whose eye the firing began gm 

no account of thfe matter, as far as I can leaftf, 

either, because they cannot, or will not *i1p 

plain it. Indeed they observe a silence upon 

the subject that seems almost" studied. On? 

solution is, that there u^as a small guard * « 

Spaniards, wTio discharged iheir rtiuskets il'^oS 

us from the jail windows ; and that the hulans 

aj)d marines, upon the report of these piectSi 

tibrough agitation and surprise, fired in diffi»>o 

tint directiofls. But the jailer steadfastly »de^ 

nied that he had any guard. If there waT 
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tprfci np SpMish toidiers felt ialo ourfaMds.^* 
itkt ^lOmr explanaSion b more'prabriile. hbt^ 
^0i tte meDn ^advanced g«trd fttserC 
#st tiirir yf^n otiierad to fire by Minuidi^ 
l^Kjr My thit Hiegweoil, cxipltiiig U hb €•• 
If poksaession of tl»e cky, wUbed to rtgite Idi 
ten with the mUkmy soand of a^ We /fie/ 
and consequii^tly ordered the men neaitsl hifn 
ti.ootttiu6nce the ausick. Oiur troops, hieio( 
composed of men of virions mtbotf liid UH^ 
giM^g^, the jcommand was nc^ perfectly undeiW 
sltaod by dl. U^ce some, ditokuig die firmf 
VBs intended to be serious^ and not sporthre^ 
ji»chBC|ged in a horizontal dtreclioB» aiming at 
^Kitty who might be thw imemies, whilst thoad 
who oomprehenddd due order, pohfted their 
fans in the ahr. 

When Miranda appeai«ed before the prisos 
gate^ it was opened to htm. He entered nn^ 
armed and receitfid die keys from the keeper, 
kho^M das sanir« time informed htmi diat diet 



^^ 1!lie opmion diat the firing bcjp* wiA ont of omr 

Mn shooting doijim another^ said to be at the prifoit 

^»if €er^inl7 incorrect The iratrepoi^ wai^ 

%ay pieces noi a single one. ^ 

Jn 
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cMHilntiited ^Mthoraies bad obliged idl^ittV. 
fanbitaiKtstp abftukton tbt town. U|H>A$)iiA 
mfaik standing in^he ]^ eittiy, lie py ortiiiiH 
to the jaHor, his attoddants and tlie f^is^ww 
^mx thcjr wc^e &ct^ i§m Iirtter dfeouted vboe 
MirMida! at the sum; mi^nci^ jtiis Mnitk^ 
general directed the tcoops'iiear hha to ietoS 
ijficfm de}^ tbat [Hroiced ao uprqunn^bte Md 
so fetal. 

Agreeably to diis prockmation of iibdcCje, 
jail the debtors wer^ immediatelf liberated firoai 
"tfieir ixir^aement The admirals, wholn^I 
^onsMlerfcd themselresinoluded in^die aimaqf* 
cuition officwdoin^ mshed to know .^^ dielr 
jQBtters wete not taken off, and dieir dpws' un- 
bolted. Miranda replied, that )ie came not t> 
break but to' maimbrai tbeir laws ufider a /^^ic 
equitable and rational goremment^ tids ans«per 
no doubt unexpectedt sifaa more just ^haa sat- 
isfactory to the feloos. 

Col. Kirkkmd receipted two musket baAs 
through the Mt^^dgb, just jbelow the fematA 
artery, at the instant he was fcMrni^ing his di^- 
ion in front of the jail. The misforcune of tbi^ 
pliant officcfr was lamented by the army in 
general; and espeeially by the troops under Kis 
' itnmtdiate command, whore^rd hhn wit&^e 
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MkfW him into any pti^» Mi^h itras expected 
iMfit M^ aetiiritjr aiid snlitary talent ia the late 
^t^^nActA posture of out aSitr^ The wovmA^ 
avrhfcb h€? bbre wItt foitttude and checrfulnes^i 
^dkf^fous^ tiunrgh we hope not monaL Mr. 
^tss^Uiam was woimded in ^ arm near the 
Aoolder^ asid though in great pain will proba* 
bly Recover* The nian killed was a blaok, b<Hm 
in Kcw^.Yorfc, whobrd b<een cook of^Iiesbip.' 
Shkak uaifortcinace Mow^ waa with ^fficuhf 
persuaded to engage in the tend service ; he 
pcedtetdl his Mc^ by sayifig as he left the ship 
75M know I shall gfet killed if I go/' 

We renmned five days k» tfce* ^ty of C<yro. 
.in ihisifitervc^U the safRe means that had been 
"Qsed 1^ La Vela, to bring in the inhabitants 
werea^dn employed } but with as little sue* 
wss# The people Had been compelled to aban- 

don their homes by the jKililive ofders of the 

^ ttermmafidMt, who threatened to make severe 

!:em9lmf^^ of ihc^e wh<> remaiiied behind^ if 

Aey ever fell into his hands again. The priests 

ii tooins'torucced the Inhabitants of^this province, 

thaiiii had been invaded by a band of lawless 
^her^icks and infidels, who came not only to 
• ipb them of their property, but also to deprive 
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tfioatt wd prauiqries vnuMogth* fi»|r|aitfm«C 
Hm IMy Virgin. Wtotot remumag b«ir» ^ 
^ettnifafiy beat ii(0 ara» upm «n «tivrm x^rM 
llfiiiqii«lMO( ciusiBy, aad H wrel w id out HffA 
•tar urtyjefy doong the inricUy p<«i»r imI 
%d»b«» whi«}i tturrounded tbt pli^Be i but .19!) 
MiniQ^ M fi4^ fts w« w«irt out. ., J 

On tbe ucbt «f the 0(l>if)!B tookv^^M 
iMrcb, it befae^«^rt«4 4uvt wc yrt^ ^ fi km t$ 
^^Kk Bom Vi^ j aMji in the n^nuiig £wmmI 

pnu^^t «pi»««MfN^ the fort» «r0f» ftfUjft 
tpoked btyl^M tfuio.oineQr iocs ; a«d vni;«M 
Mlfr t«9 htt9<taft} 404 sixty iaKv«iU-«Mt. a}(«% 
«ki4e4» t^hcti we eote«e4 the city «r P^f^ 
From the btit iofiMriM^kw v^e ««m4(I getf.- ^ 
mwiber 9f ISfmi»h dirg* at V«U dfi Cp«»4f 
the time of our atte^ was £r«ia ive to fix h<N»» 
deed, and about Afteaa pittc<«of<iadi»afW» «m^ 
•a Iht aevMdk inKentfc The vigMr. of tMT 
•mauk in son«> »MS4irac«afiiiindcdth«<ciiM 
f»y . Oitr fatigue fmvttt k ^ aaji fl»toAKt^ a«i 
fKNM«9«anily we obtaiaad »o (fiiMMrtv 
. The Mwyittg ii a ironatKioa »f the jWeeM* 
Matkn aitede^^ in tbe geaoral erdar^fif idn* 
JwiuiJwK ... ' . :>r 

1 
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'-^ FMNa^^MATION. 

^'^ BUh Vimn^lkcQ de Mmtnda, commmder ttt- 
MIcTof the army of Colmnbia, to ^e inhabiJ^ 
€iM^ of Cdlambiiiin Atnerici.—^Aave coofw 
^Ihen and^-friemds — obedknt to y^ur wuXim$ 
ttftf ttrtha rq^fttM r6quert9 md caUs of tbt 
cAibiAiry, to whose service we have eheedtdly 
consecrated the greater part of our Hves ; me 
lliveMiiseittbarlDedin tkk provittoe of Caracas. 
Vlltf opfKirtuni^ a<id tiitie appear to us lligU|r 
tti fi qwrj M e fer'tfie cohiidation of omr dc8ig;oa ;- 
§kd all persons composing thii& ann^r ase your 
flffeAds or countrymen ;; ali ra^M^red'to aadrif 
Btie thdr lives, if necessar)', for youi laberlf 
Md indopefidence ; under the aoiptces oMl^ 
prelection of the British navy. W4U> thMo- 
mixiliaries^ we can safely say, Uiat the day will* 
eolne^ when our AnK;riGa,.Tecovenng.her sonr^ 
titeign independencef her sons wdibeable free^* 
Ip to ahew to the unirerse their earaUtdspirkf 
Vlie oppressive, unfeettug goviemment) whk^ 
Uas' obsciired our finw qualictesv and blatckeo^ 
l^with calumnies ottr defer^tioe and eharao-i 
ter, managed alio to OMUotain her abolifittabk 
sy^Meift of ^minislralion for Uiree soccessivo 
t5Qtituriea$ but was never ableto ^adkate ttmm 
0ar hearts those moral and civil virti^a^wkifill* 
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xMrpoMttd wiA chir tm^^m^ sad M J» smi 

br wortlqr ibta ef thoM aArtythfcT qfealilii^p 
tittt ths acM wd ofiMlo afptato of liie tinrtr 
gg Madhrid btiay <3iytHad» -lie auy fce.dbto qttio 
elilf to ettabliak die ciiittt ovdM BtceMM7 «r di6 
QCMBpteliQii of i^Jboeoinnd^ » wtdiMri&i*90 
TteMMVcvy of onr ligiits as 01^011% «id^ 
oipr natioMri ptofff n ColtMBbam AwMrgiffant^ 
«ilt bvanoKf tbe kast beaeits ^rio dhatt dM 
livf Imadhafrao joitaad naoesaarf detarwir 
nalipa> IW ionocant iodiaiia and all otfaift 
t|^A.arilLooiiaider m al as brotber ekaiteait^ 
aad tbat patfedattcjrbekpiga aofy to wmk mfk 
wriM ; in ^hickbeKcf tbey wiU ^m^M^^xi^ 
tAsif aaoatoeitamlf laulkaryaad civU.reoo4ii4' 
,paaaaa»utbe aawatd.*oC anrit akmob > If iN 
Bmab aMltjfbKiisairaariinefe able ia iocaoca 
tbMi) totbMar off tfaa jtoba of Spanish oppre»^ 
^o; iftberSama, amlMdrth Aaaeriqpi»yOaib 
«aigbb(misibaaiaoquaUy*au«onded toiCffriHirfi 
"^ittlr llfaaitfaad andepaadcpeoi mth tha gona» 
ad affdaaae^ tba warldt«od to tbe hat^iti^ 
ofitbeir sababiiams^vbtn ^eacbof tbeoh squai^k 
sailf , aaarocfycoaCaiocd two or ahme asUKaoft 
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I ourMlirM'f PiMsessini^ besides over tiiA . 

Vduuitiible and' fkh MnteMfit iti*thefcoowii 
«iiili! TfaefiMitis,iidepMid6Mtelgroiimo«f 
Mm mSk ;- Andliuift wU frpgretsiiig to enr in* 
^tpendciu^, usiigiv*mttst dMwre to m permit 
MM Md perprttndi tan^iiMst. TW DMtie 
Sravidcsice oidaiM it, tadlwitte die mmm B 
qf o«r Minppjr «(t«^di«i and for llir pratON 
«faHittaA*hrfltrfit of thcwhok hvniAtpeeiaa 
SBhMe (leopte wh» ar^. tiaK>roaSy or Itaa im^^ 
Hftl&ted^ and wko wish to.iiiforai;tbemoilfSM» 
<|f ^ groQAd work^ of the justice and ei|«ily 
MwhthesaprocMdrngs lequife^ joined to liio^ 
bfMxM^ai (truths that prcar^ 4he uieoiKctTiMe' 
iagtalicndt, oafaoaisd^ircns^dtieavAad aiMcioiia' 
pct^eoutiona of tkeiSpaoUi gweroMmt to»^^ 
wards the inaiPBCPl aad nfdjippy iAbabit;ittta4f 
the new worlds alnaottt IfMEi die iMMieat of aia 
^liiCoveff]r« iviU read die aubjotoed address «£ 
Boil hum Viacanio, of the ooder of Jcoim, ds. 
rected Ip his o^uMqfJKMtm^md thqr wiil ind i*^^^ 
ittirrefragtible peoofa of aotid ' arpwieiils ioa 
£miorof oiiir.€aiiK,^tated.bf.ahol]Fa(UUP 
atro time wbeo 1m was abooi takiag hta4aiii# 
jrfthjtt i^hI^ te MMSoor ^l^iaie^tiH riaalmr rf 
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ikt Qnivem. To clirry this plali iM<% tte^dlN^ 
eftrct, with severity and success, the c^is^ 
^1 be obliged, without drstmction of ^uocSf 
m* station (ecclesiasfiesonly excepted, Ia^ 
parts where they may be appointed) to cofMiflii 
tfiemselves strictly to die following arttelds :• 
yl2. . '^ 

I. Every persofll, military, jtidictal, civ3^^ 
^cTesiastic, who exerciseii any autfiority granW 
fed by the court of Madrid, shatt suspend, pfafec^^ 
lb, their functions, and those, who contintAi 
after the present publication, as %velbas tbbse 
who obey such persona shall be severely jptafi^ 
ished. - . -iS 

IL The eccksiasA^al courts ahd^th^^'ectAMi 
bf justice, in^ all cities, towns and places, lAiM 
ftiercise, ad interim, ail the funcdons of go*^ 
camment, civil, administrative and judicSilJ 
With personal responsibility, and te^lt^eS Bf 
^e laws of -the country; and the curates oTpi^' 
khes and mtssion^ries, shall remain in th^^ 
respective churches and parishes without rfW^ 
fhg the exercise of »their sacred functions; ^ 
'- Iir. Att* Ae ecclesiastical courts and ^ 
tourts of |a4tice, s^ll send one or two dt^*^ 
ties to tht^ head ^art^rs of the army, ih ^tfW" 
%«t Ufaey may nflile^tMliftBelvM iftto'ft gikliM 
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if$tris^r^ 9m arri?^ ^ the capital ; wA tf 
iMBil ftbeve « pf pvi9<Hal g^veni^mUy whicfa imy 
Ihi^ ^ 4iiie ^e to amrthtf ^vq(nflW|it giefivaijl 
9^ perinii»««t> w^^ tbe €9i|KAt of tbc wbolf 

. ^y» £vcry citif en from tbe aye of sixteen 
to fifty.fi ve %hs3X repfi'ir without &il to the as^ 
VPffe l^i^miPH^ with tbeni «u«h acms as he may 
tMPabletpprocun; and ifibej have none, they 
riu41 recfdve tt^oa fironi the military iJr/^/i of 
the ar^y. 

1^ V« Thf pitiWHi :wl^ may. have the baaenca^ 

^ malec eommon camae witj^ the .^eota of th^ 

%Mini$h^ government ; or who may ^ fonnd 

IMtb ^^9^f ^ipcais{»f d in apy garrison^ or place 

«f ^tronglli f«Mr the asjid gp^^w^fm^^ shsjn Igff . 

Ii?eatc4 aa |» $raMor t^ahia c^iinfry. J[f any pq^ 

f«^^. aotoaUy in ^ aervH^ of Sfo^n^ shall be 

'^ f uaiUaniipoiia as to believe that jthey ar$ if 

hinaiir boqnd to serve a^u)at. the iadepe% 

^apcepf thpircpun^rymen^h^y sl^all hie„f orcMjf 

l^^mished.froin the cQ^ivtry. .v 

V(« Oo the cont^ry^ all tho^e who ate e% 

Oe^ingany mititaryt ciyil <4^ wljitttever <»iher 

fijRi^yma«t» who join with promptitude tbf 

Ma^dard of their country, sh«m recaive honoura 
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fevc of their country, which t!le$r shaft IU«6 
fnanifested in such an important conjuncttlvd« 
Soldiers and sailors, shjall be equally rew»4^) 
according to their capacity and zeal. «'5 

VII. The treasurers of the pubUck tnoti^ 
shall immediately deposit the same with ibi 
administrators^ ciril a(nd ecclesiastic, \*ho shfti 
nominate j)erson^ ca{)abk of managing 'the 
same, and for the supply of the CoSombidil 
ariity,^ with whatever tfiay We ificcessaiy tO'iH 
maintenance and operations ; not only in rnd^ 
ney, but also provisionsy cloAiing^ vegetablefi 
carriages, horses and mulies. ' ^^ 

VIIL In order to prevent any kiad of infiUlt 
Or aggression on the part of the soldiers or a^« 
iranced posts of the army i the magistrates aM 
f/eitish priests of the cities, towns aiid riHagcs 
(under their personal responsibility) shall cmM 
the colours or ensignr of the national indep^ 
dence to be fixed on the higliest and. most cot^ 
)spieuoiH» parls of th^ churches ; and tftc ci^ 
ccns shall also wear in their hats, tl\e coekad^ 
^hich denotes them to be friends to our jost 
^ause ; f6r without these they would not* ** 
respected and protected as brothers. ■ >* '<" 

IX- This proclamation shall be fixed by the 
l^riests and magistrates on the doors of the paP- 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



m 

ifh chuFches wd all publick buildings, in or. 
^ tluxt it roay be speedily aotified to all the 
i^n^tonts. They shall also read in the charch- 
es and all the civil courts, once a day a( 
i^^ $he pamphlet forraerly mentioned, writ- 
t^} by J. Viscardo, which accompanies this 
fdict. 

X, Whoever shall hinder, retard or neglect 
ihe ;Observance of the nine preceding articles, 
ifball be coaside^ed a publick offender, and 
punished immediately with exen^plarj severi- 
.$jr» The publicj^ gopd is the ^upjeme law, 
P<mc at Head ^m^rn 0i 
.fim-Qj Zd9f August. 180$. 

.(Signed) f RAN . DE MIRANDA. 

^HoiCAs MoLinj, S^cretiiry. 

This pamphlet alluded to, was in Spanish^ 
<H^itten twelve year,s J^go, answering to the 
,ebaracter given to jt in the proclamauon. ft 
wa5 designed taenlighten the people and to ,in. 
apke them with a faatf ed of kings and love of 
liberty. It attempt? to show how ^lappy othor 
countries were in self-government and l^ow 
easily the South Americans' might pospe^ 
:tilicmselyes ^^f this same blessiji;^^, t • 
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LETTER XIX- 

Qthcr €%ents previous t0 the €vatuaU0» a/ thf 
Main. — Col. ffaits embartuissmcnt. — Thresh 
j$f M. concerning his vjcundcd men^^^afu 
^ohftsoH^jf Mis/of twne. 

Arubdy August VI th^ 1^6. 
IMMEDIATELY on our return td Ur 
Ycla de Coro, I learned what had happened! 
there during our absence. No advices wccC 
sent tp the commanding officer of La Vefar« 6|r 
acquaint him and the squadron of our havit% 
taken possession of the city, or apprise turn if 
our situation. They were four d^tys in a state 
of anxious suspense, without hearing asyUsdl^;' 
of our fate* At the same time they were to- 
constant apprehension of an attack from tfa^ 
Spaniards who were assembled m large bodks 
within a short distance of the town. WherfiiCF: 
this neglect in Miranda, bo vexatious to tb^ 
^detachmeat left in the rear \k militaiy or noli^. 
let military men decide. 

Col. Hall, who commanded at La \^^ 
grew impatient to he^r from the army whi«k. 
had gone to C«ro^ and to put 4n e»d to his 
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doubts, was at last, obliged to send a messen* 
ger to his excellency. It was with the greatest 
difficulty, and not without ample pecuniary 
fh)n>ises, that a native eould be fo^nd who 
Would undertake the office; For aome strange 
teascm Miranda detained this messeiiger so 
long after he was prepared to return with an 
answer to col. Hall, that the latter, with the 
Ttrmi^itH, of our troops g«ri(fiing La Vela, con^ 
Auded that we were all taken prisoners, or had 
ieeo put to the sword by the Spaniards. tJn- 
4^«hi^ impression, col. Hall thought it ex- 
^edtenii fbt the time being, to plant sevend 
jfeces of eanijon rclund thd house in which he 
Jfeaiided; ^nd took the precaution of having 
^ts 5n waiting on shofe every night, to carry 
Wmself and the guard consisting of tw^nty-five 
tnen, off to the squadron, in case they should 
ISfe under the necessSty of flying; 
*^€!bl-. Hall, who had it in charge from Mi- 
l*an^, to entice his countrymen back to their 
h5hicfs, fthding his personal efforts ineffectual, "^ 
arfd5f6s§ed the following letter to the priest of 
^at district, in hopes, by gaining the pastor td 
gsilh his flock. 
y^Reteretid Father ^ 
^**i take ^e liberty to enclose you one of gtil- 
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eral Miranda's proclamations and pampUe|$^ 
and to iofbrm yon, that I intended myself the 
honor of waiting on you tomorrow, to rcquea$ 
that you will be so good as tp come ^into toi^ 
on Sunday next to celebrate ma$8. You rafig 
.rely on the assurance of not beiog disturbed 
in any manner in ^e exercise of your hdj 
functions. In the ^inteifiral, J beg. God to grai^ 
you long.lijEe and iici^. I kiss your hands^V 
This letter was written in Spanish, by l^l 
Adrien, the colonel's secretary. T^e d^y a|r 
ter it was delivered, this officer accomp|i^i(^ 
^ by It. Spearing and dr. Davie, bpth of the Bri(r 
4sh navy, waited on ^ curate. He jepUedii 
answer to the letter, that hecould not d3^ia$e 
out of the district to which .he belonged ; i0 
his conduct and manners^ proved that this vSf 
only an excuse. He was surfounded byj 
multitude of people, who testified no incQ|- 
siderable alarm at the [Hesenqe of our ^1^- 
sadors ; and hovered under the wings of bi3 
reverence^ as their only safeguard from ber^- 
cal contarninatipn. The truth was, that»# 
priest wished to have no communication witb 
any of Miranda's followers; he knew, if he 
came into town, that he sbqukl be followed %jr 
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Ms flock ; and he therefore ckclihed the irivita- 
fion, with a plausible excuse, lest the people 
shduld attach themselves to- Miranda when 
fliey had more thoroughly discovered his in- 
ti^fitions with respect tp their country. It is 
Very evident from Uiis, and other circumstan- 
ces, that the inhabitants of this country will 
Dfever listen ttx the prc^sals of our command- 
er in chief, unless they are led on and counte- 
nanced by their priests ; and without the con- 
mttrrence of the priests his cause could rtot suc- 
ceed. These ecclesiastics have too much wis- 
dom to give up a certainty for an uncertainty ; 
^espouse, an adventurer and revolutionist a* 
'gainst the reining government, which protects 
their ci^owments and immunities, and buiUs 
'^up their influence ; and they have probably as 
a body too much loyalty of feeling and principle 
4o be seduced by ordinary prospects into a rc- 

ftuneiation of their allegiance. 

Aruba^ Jugust2Qik^ 1806. — Before we pro- 
ceed to speak of oar situation and prospeets, I 
%iir 'finish the narrative (^ eve^s previous to 
•'inr final evacuation of the Main, which took 

place on the night of the 13th of this month. 

BcfcMre we occupied La Vela de Coro it was 

Understood that col. Hall was to be command- * 
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ant of th^ ^tte, when it should come into^tit 
I^Oftsessjoft; but it was not oficiaily known 
until the ibUowing general order* informed u^ 
of the colonel's promotion. ^ 

On our march from tlie city of Coro,our chief 
exhibited conduct ttel left a strong imflres^ion 
of bis inhumanity upon our minds* Desperatb 
eadi f e^aire desperate ineans. Shall the maker 

*< La FiUi liaih JpguJ; i8otf. 

. "G. O. Paro le "5 Countetsigii — — 4 

Col. WilUam Gage Hall, was on taking poiscssioii of 
this place, appointed commandant, but owing to lik^ 
movement of the troops, could not before this, be pu| 
in orders. He Is now to be respected as such, and atf 
tulcs and teguhttiom made by him, for the iineriouf 
tcottomy of the garfiscm arc to he ttrietiy obeytd asMi 



TliDCoadusioci of tbU order will sqgpeai to j<m sal< 
ficiently pomj^ous when you recollect that it was ad^ 
Pressed to no more than about ^lirtjr officers, and le$$^ 
tKan three hundred men ; who composed a mixture of 
every age, shape, condition, size and language. 

« A gun wiB &«,» ttwial at day Kght, whcii dtf 
Ttfdlk is ta beat* biigfe to sound, and tvloitrs to W 
h|^ed« Troop to beat at eight o'dock, whm ihm 
raiments anA corps are to parade ) arms to be exaimoDAr 
and guards to mount. An evening gun will foe aj^ 
sun set, when the troops are to parade 5 piquets . and^ 
the field officer of the day to copixnence dttjJ* ^ 
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of a revolutm wd the deliverer of a coaotryi 

I^QStrict himself te the nsiles, or yield to the visit* 

i0g8 of huoianity ? Be assured such an enter- 

prise supposes in him who conducts it, a sin* 

gkness of view that can sacrifice the right to 

the expedient^ and the parts to the whole. The 

wounded of our troops were carried in litters 

upon the shoulders of ti^ men, and much they 

suffered in mind and body in this dreary and 

fearful march* Owing to the weight of the lit* 

tors and the offensiveness of the wounds of 

some of the persons in them, the soldiers and 

M^ors- who were willing to do their utmost to 

help c<mvey off their distressed- companions, 

hut who were weakened by fatigue and hun.^ 

gier, could not support their burden for any 

length of time, and were obliged frequently to 

step and change. Whenever this took place, 

Jdiranda flew into^ a violent rage ; pretending 

it wa& an unnecessary delay. At length, he de- 

dared that if the wounded retarded the march 

oixhe coUnnn, they should be put aside* and 

HftjAi the Mad4 This he said in hearing, of tht 

Hibioded, who expected i^ barbarous threat 

iMuld be executed, and they should be left to 

perish without assistance, or to be cut in pie- 

<es by the Spaniards^ ^ One of the men at- 
N a 
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titched to a Htfer, conveying an oUcer^ dliiftifi 
ing that he was so modi spent he ceuKl go wti 
&rtber unless he was relteved ; the gefiend siM 
to the soldier— go on sir, I know whit you €^ 
do-— then turning to the officer, directing theoM 
der of march, *^ suffer no complliifit^^shodttbii 
man through the body^^give me a pi^ot Iteft 
let me do it'»— This officer,lt. col. Roorbaeh M 
m very spirited and becoming matiner remofl* 
strated with Miranda upon this coi^ttct ; en* 
deaVourcd to check tlie torrent of cunes fce 
Was venting against the men ; abd begged'Miii 
to have some consideration for the woundei 
and those who carried them* Tl^ momenttbe 
general threatened to leave the wounded « 
the road, an officer went to th^ reat of d* 
column and informed the captain of ArtWc^ 
and several of his companions what tnighl td» 
place. About twelve in riumberdeterlnined,<4f 
such an attempt was made, to protest agai*** 
it ; if that did not produce the desired ♦ftoCj 
they resolved to resist the order at the poifttirf 
Ihejr swords, being assured 6f thfc assifsla^ 
bf the men under tfeeir commiKHl; to wli«* 
they had already Mated ^e bart>ai4ty of stidP* 
proceeding; arid vWlo wci*e not less indi^n****** 
*coccasioa than their 'oom»and«ra. l*i^ 
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of Miranda is perhaps to be attribulefl 
to his uQgovemed fear of being attacked l^ 
Wm Spaniardii and falling alive into their hands. 
BThia fetf he may be supposed to have had, 
iwid yet not be a coward* I do not deny thitt 
far would me^ the perils of ordinary battle with 
feal-^>urage. .1 am persuaded he would rather 
ifll into the hands of his countrymen dead than 
Ulive. Armed horsemen were seen hovering 
«pofi the flanks and rear of our column ; but 
^iiey never came withki reach of musketry. 
Midway between La Vela and the city , we 
'^ftrded a river, the banks of which were ex- 
jceedtngly steep ; here all thought it probable 
mt should be Attacked, and it was near this 
)|flace^ that the general made the threat of abao* 
^doi^ng his wounded to the mercy of fate. Biit 
-'Admitting he was not seriously determined to 
;tdo so^ the event proved that he had no occasion, 
4o resort t«an expedient of so abominable « 
"t^mplexion to hasten the marcht a^ the Span- 
iai^s allowed us to pass the river unmokstedU 
• They no doubt over-rated our strength,, wt^lst 
Mifffida i^thisinstm^ce prefetred acting on tfae 
'- 4|8fe«isive,4is well from an appreheneion of their 
' ^im^t HmtfoKCy as to*|^v« the sincerity of Wi 
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jtf^&mons of tender regard to wards the p^pfpte 
of South America. , 

. In the course of the morning before our 
march to the city of Coro, about Iwenty five 
or thirty Indians were captured. They werea^ 
is customary in this country, armed with bo^$ 
and arrows. They preferred j<Hning our stand- 
ard to being kept as. prisoners. As we entered 
the city they formed part of the advance^) 
guard ; but the moment the firing took placCi 
t&ey fled precipitately ; leaving their bowsan4 
■arrows on the ground* It has been reported^ 
that when they saw our men firing on each oth- 
er, they supposed it was through animosity^ 
and observed, that if Miranda's men fire^ at 
each other, they thought their turn wauld soon 
/Gome ; and therefore, they had better seek safe- 
ty in flight. Whatever might have been the 
motive which drove them off, they took gop4. 
^«are never to make tiheir appearance afterwards , 
Two days previous to our evacuation, capt 
lohnson, who commanded the Leauder, with 
-a party of fifteen men, was taken by the Span- 
iards, which makes nearly eighty men and of-, ^ 
'.ficers, who have at dificrent times, fallen into,. 
<^e hands of the enemy. The circuinstanoif 
•f this unhappy €vent are the following i 
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Hie Spaniards had for several days previouB 
to tlmt o^ which Johnson was taken, harrassed 
the watering parties, that' were sent from the 
squadron to a river about three or four miles 
^stant from the anchorage, and nearly the 
same distance from the batteries and town then 
occupied by the troops. This was the only 
place where a suflScient supply of water could 
be procured ; and the enemy's cavalry were 
always on the look out^ to drive the sailors off, 
which sometimes happened with the loss of 
their water ca^s« Captain Johnson beii^ in* , 
formed of this circumstance, and wanting wa^ 
tcr^for his crew, obtained per mis9ion' from the 
general to arm as many ^ could be spared 
from the Leander and set out at day light fof . 
the river, intending to procure water al alt 
ri^^ and to rout the Spaniards, who at that 
post were thought to be but a few in number : 
but the night before he put his plan iu execu- 
tion, a reinforcement, composed oS hwsemeiji, . 
infantry and Indians, in number perhaps two 
hundred and fifty, had been stationed under cov- 
er of the numerous sandhills, which formed, 
tlie margin of the stream* The moment John- . 
son landed from his boat and had drawn up 
l^iMn, a part of the enemy irushed upon him. 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



142 

froth their concealment, with a heavy fire of 
alTOWS and musketry, and sdon overpowered 
him and his party. Several were killed on the 
spot, and the survivofs after an obstinate re^ 
sistance and receivings many wotinds Were 
made prisoners, excepting one, who reached 
the ship by swimming, and one drowned in a 
similar attempt. This was at the dawn of day i 
the firing being perceived from the Lily^ a party 
cf thirty men under command of lieut. Barclay, 
were sent to support Johnson ; but they were 
too late, to be of any other service, than that 
cf killing and wounding about twenty Span- 
iards. Lieut. Barclay returned to town with 
Ms party^ and gave information of the fate of 
Johnson and his comrades, requesting M ^ 
same time that a detachment of our soldiers 
might be immediately sent in conjunctioji niith 
Ms own men to rescue the captives ; howevefi 
om^ng to some cause, never explained, proba- 
Uy because it would not bear an explanation, 
none of our troops, though they were instantfy 
tHider arms, received orders to march to their 
succout until near eight o'clock, at le»t two 
hours after the report had reached head quar* 
ters— and it is more than probaUe^ that John- 
»Oi if takcB alive, was with the remnant #fci^ 
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men, ^en on his way to the city of Coro^ or al- 
ready there, at which place the Spani^ds would 
impr^^on him until they received orders fron^ 
Caracas. The reports concerning the real con^ 
dition.of this ill-fated m^n, baye Jbeen various 
and contradictory. Some assort that he was in- 
stantly killed ; ot;^crs that he was only slighdy 
wounded. Again we are told that he was des* 
perately mangled in the contest, and was car- 
ricd in that situation to prison, were he laq- 
guished several days in misery and expired. 
Others again tell us he is still living, and is re- 
served for trial.* It is difficult to know which 
to believe ; bat if the last be true, it gives some 
/eason ^to hope that he will not be executed^ 
or evep sentenged to death, as he is a British 
subject, and therefore h^d a right during thp 
war and agreeable to the law of nations to en- 
gage in any expedition agaiqjst the enemies c^ 
that country. 

Men versed in the science and ^practice of 
war, will inquire with wonder and astonish- 
ment for the reason, why this spirited officer 
was suffered (or rather not forbidden) to go on 
^a watering party, with an inferior force to that 



♦ Ilic »mc uncertainty respecting Johnson, 8t31 
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had beta already repulse^t witHedt a 
rt by land detached from the iafaRtryjlti 
y then in the lo\vn^ One or two gun 
might also have been moored in a (Htof- 
act with efficiency in covering their land- 
ing. This precautionary measure, strongly eav 
forced by prudence as well as humanity woulS 
have saved Johnson and his party ; and enatiled 
them to have procured the water so much want- 
ed. In addition to these important advaii- 
tagcs, would liave followed the dispersion rf 
the whole, if not the c^ipture of a large portio* 
of ihe assailants. > ,. ^ 
Our astonishment increases when w<p aruia^: 
^^rmed that the troops who volunteered . withe 
promptitude and cheerfulness to retrieve tbirf 
disaster, which ought to have been prevent^/ 
were not ordered to march till the expiration o^ 
t^o hours or more, after the intelligence . of 
Johnson's fate had been announced by Uetit. 
Barclay. Shall we attribu)be this omission and ^ 
delay to that want of decision and proapec«i^ 
comprehension, so discernible in aU th^ trana* • 
notions ctf Miranda, qr to that nmchalanct asi 
regards the feelings, wants and .fiu&mgs rf^' 
others, which constitutes o^^ of the VBO^VfC^f^ 
ipent features in his character ? , s, j)iJ» 

u 
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€bptaia Jotttison manifested much seal tit 
Miranda^ cause ; it even extended to the loaa 
of a considei^bk sum of ttonejr. He held the 
genend^s note at ninety (lays, as security for 
&rtt thousand dollars ; beside other advanced 
lUd di^bulrsements for the ship which were 
Amwri from his purse at Trinidad. 
* This paj^e^ is in the hands of lohnson^ ex« 
^Citor, captain Hancock. IVf uch good may it 
do him or his heirs, if it is ever recovered ; 
fur there is no man' more unwilling to pay his 
debts than Miranda, especially those which 
were contracted in consequence of this enter* 
^rise. He seems to imagine that he was doing 
a fiivour to individuals to allow them to mak6 
bim large donations of cash and services, thtf 
one never be to paid^ and the other nev^ to bd 
rewarded, unless he succeeded in establishing 
a free republic in South America. 

It is a satisfaction to reflect that the ^ropcn^ 
ty of the inhabitants of La Vela de Coro an4 
^ eity was respected atriiidst all our wants i 
except instances c^f hipacity in initividuals, of 
a deseripiton alwafS td be found in an assem- 
hbgc^vf wMm4i^^ ikimi^ and the necettarld 
tai kj ii ft f f dtflautostcnce. 

Tlfe propfefty fouiid ill tile l^Vstoi^ 
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if\g cqosiAcrcd»s bdpngir^ to Aefree^fp. 
pie of South America, was taken ia charge isf 
their benefit, by order qf the comnaad^r jp 
chief. The whole value of this Uid not e^qec^ 
fifteen hundred dollars, which is tp |pe divide^ 
among the troppji.* ^bat provisions we fou^d 
in the deserted houses, stores and, gardei^$.of 
the ^aniarda, .our hunger obliged u^ to ajijply 
to our pwa use ir-*^had they chosen tp stay^ it 
would have been our general's policy to pay 
in pn^rtion to his ability, for what we want- 
ed. . I presume^ their persons and prope^tx 
would hare been inviolate, at least so far as 
they had discovared m willingness to be free, 
and to take our yisit in good part« Thpqgh 
we were thus scrupulous in this respect, we 
probably shall not have tl^ reputation of our 
forbearance. It is said, no doubt with trutti 
Hhat in several instances those inhabitants, who 
first came into t)ie town after our evacuation, 
plundered ihe houses and stores of those who 
hsA not yet returned, and gave out that wc 
t^ere the robbers* Our c^e in this respect 



;: * It consUted chiefly of coa^rsfe^IiiK^Mii $3sd fitfnfe^ 
one shirt and pair of pantaloons to eadi mff'^omtoii'. 
foned officer and private foldiar. 
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4ff6rdV alxnost the only dotisdKng rejection, to 
be gleaned from a review of otlf worls on the 
Spanish Main.^ As I before observed, nearly 
ill the inhabitants, rich and poor, mate and fe^ 
hiale, the sick and the old, as well as the heal* 
thy and young had disappeared, having fled to 
other places and to the wockis. What a hor- 
rid panick must have seized these inoffensive 
people to have driven them to measures so ex- 
treme ; and what a scene of distress must their 
flight have exhibited. It was not, however, \n 
alt cases, their own terror that prompted them 
to quit their homes ; but many, who would 
father have encountered infidels than become 
the companions of wild beasts, were coerced 
to depart by the Spanish government. The 
governor drove ti\e multitude out before him 
like cattle, and would listen to no entreaties 

' from those who desired id stay. Many doubt- 
less thought they might as well perish by sword 
as famine ; and that they stood at least as good 

. a chance from the clemency of the invaders as 
was offered by a retreat into the forests. My 
heart is wrung to think of the domestic misery 

^ that must have been occasioned by this detes^ 

' -Uble business. Some of it I saw, and heard 
of more ; and have no. doubt there existed 
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luBdrcdtof jntiancei of extreme sufferings 
which we could not know. One morniiig 
whilst we were at Coro, a young officer inform* 
ed me, he had accidentally seen a sick aind 
bclpleb» old man, whp was near dying from 
want, having had nothing to eat for the last two 
diys. i proposed to take Jiim some of our 
provision before we dined. We accordingly 
proceeded to his apartment with such susten- 
ance and refreshments as we had« At this un« 
expected relief, his gratitude and joy were more 
t^n he could express. He uttered short thanks 
in Spanish, for l^e cou}4 speak no English ; but 
his face s^ld a thous<^;id grateful things, that no 
language could convey. By a geptlem^ who 
accompanied us, who understood Spanish, we 
learned "A^t the old man's &mily and servant 
had left him, taking with tb^ip all ^^le provjs-'^ 
ions in the bouse, the mon^ent that the firing pf^' 
our cannon at La Vela was he^rd. He had been 
long confined by sickness, and was only stronjg; 
epough to sit in bed; but not to reach his 
crucifix ami prayer book, which were on the 
window board some paces froni his bed side. 
In this situation he must have expired had wcf- 
not oome to his relief. Before our de- 
parture from Coro, he and other suffering* 
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inhabitants, whom we knew, irere supptlei^ 
;is . far as in our power with a stock of 
provisions, to serve them till their affrighttX^ 
|riends returned. 

Upon taking my departure from the Maiii» 
it IB due to gratitude, that I mention the affect- 
ipg kindness of a Homan priest at CorOy to our 
sick and woundfed* He discovered a most a- 
miable solicitude, both for the comfort of their 
bodies, and the future welfare of their souls* 
Towards coL Kirkland; for whose life we efi- 
tertained serious apprehensions, he txercise4r 
the benevolence of a christian and the tender-^ 
ness of a father. He provided for him not on-^ 
ly a comfortable but elegant apartment, with 
several "attendants- attd" every necessary which 
his situation required. He is held in the most 
grateful rentembrance by that officer. When 
we considered that this good catholick niust 
have regarded us as enemies to his religion^: 
his king and country and probably to mankind^ 
his benevolence touched our feelings with pe- 
culiar force and contributed to sharpen the 
regret we could not but feel at the terror and 
distress we occasioned. 

Though we evacuated the place, it was not 

|rom aiqr apprehension of danger to our pern 
O a 
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IMMHU WUfaa there wc had several tdana» ; but 

f|OM I believe m&re terrific th^n the fcd}oi(^ml 

Ou the day of our i^.embarkatioii fhniMiii 

Vela, intelligence was announted at hf ad quw- 

tera that a corps of Spanuih cavalry was advan* 

^|ng against lis. A deuchment of in^sitry 

vith a piece of artiUery was put under marcb 

with a view to prevent their entnmqe ipto tl^ 

town. The commander in chief soon f piloted ; 

near the covirons of the vil^bge he fixiii4 the 

lieutenant haUed, wkh a cluster of bashes Vt 

jfiront. It was then niiung in twfaijtoK Mi« 

nui4». sufposcd this tim^ ^94 ji^'^^pfWfiv^ 

suipri^iog the enem^r, then bejUi^ved ^ l>e «^ 

vanci^^by. a well 4it^cHe4 fire &■(«», the «||p- 

^ush. The fenotal fvS^^ and 6u«i>^4|^)ie^ 

apjKoacfaed. caid ■' why lAon't y^n fire lieuteii* 

/aX ? wl^x '^** y*^ ^r* *V ?'■* ** I iSe^ nothing 

jlO firf at. g«;nej5|ij'V,r^i«i the l^utens^t. 

** f'ire at thp^.bM»9.,tllfP fix,'* r^oku^^ 

.jfi;»usXi *^ Srp, SUV a^let|bemkf)9«r w^hwt 

jj^t gu9s,** The oJ|c^ bl^i^awagr ^^.ttsfH^fj 

$0 ov^QU 'W}f^\ i*v^ wa» iBStade a9o«|^ 

Jsushea m^e.kqow p0, as oa re^wcn of ^ ^Jj^ 

and wounded has been «M4e. Jb^ fimMi 

the 3(i«»iac# |i«wcr ^^^oached, n!eai:cr jdian 
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»C6 ; nor ms there any eippeariniee pf triBRk 
faim&at elevicn o'clock the day after, whence 
aacbofi bound to Aruba, 



y LETTER XX, 



Jff. takes possession of Jruba by proclamation.— 
Sickness of the men. — Courts MaritiaU 

Aruba^ August t2rf, 1806. 
MIRANDA has taken formal possesstoti 
of this island ; and announces it to the consti* 
tilted anthorifks of the jilace in the following 
^foelatKration, ^btch is written in Spanish and 
l^otl^ up in all publiek places. 

PROCLAMATION. 

<* Inhabitants of Aruba, eircumstances force 

tis to take possession o£ yoor island ; but rest 

assured that yotttfcKgidiyiMd Commerce shall 

. itmAia cmnioierted i aiid the executr&n of your 

:l«iM i^nitt eM^smeki the Hands of youfr put* 

ant imgiatsailes : com^jcMA ^»t from a virtlk- 

.ppople ttke you» wit^k%^ Is^to be appit*' 

Our M j iuMt is to emanciptte a p^l^ 

pie, who \mft ¥m% kn^lStcH. sMdcrliu? rod^ 

{lyium^l iaii w iM»I WiW i h ili tWd l Wt^^if^^em 
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B more equitable govemment* The goverpoi^ 
of Caraccas, has offered a reward of thirty thou- ^ 
sand dollars, lor the head of a citizen, ^:h^§e^ 
life has been from its earliest period devotot)^^ 
to the good of his countrymen ; and who wijl^ 
shed the last drop of his blood, in endeavouring 
to effect in South America, what Washington.^ 
has done in the United States ; what Dion jmd,. 
Pclopidas did in Greece ; and the Prince of 
Orange in Holland ! Ask the wretch by wha$ 
laws humaa or divine^ he is authorized to de^s,^ 
. stroy me ? except that he wishes to renew in^ 
. these days, the. crijeUies of the duke of AUofiUo 
in the Netbcriands, und^r Phillip 11. and wfak^js 
,h^ trans^mitted his jjamc w'jth jftfiltny touipos-^ 
terity, as well as the gavermngnt ^lat support-^ 
edhim/^ 



i 



, (Sigiie?!!, - .MIRANDA. 

(Signed)^,.., :,, ..i - ' . .,j 

Let AO; one ioif^e a . wiitit of modesty totliis^^ 

p^wipsophji^^i fW^raOfMiJi^is^piljric^ peforai.^i 

, anc^. The f^^i^'iQfl^hat ihe SoAi^ Amerfci^^j; 

,bave iayil;5jl f s^<€^,gtvf them a mc^e equidOilf^^ 

.^overameht, is not sn^p^rted k^. anf e?iie9|e^ 

iii^ich hfs q09Me 19 ^r ktmiited^ . ^! 
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moving' ' and accomplish bis great design. He 
looks for 1^ considerable reinforcement to be 
sent to this island by the British* Then he 
rteans to try another descent on the Main. 
Whether cither of these events will take place 
under the auspices qf our chiefs is not a mat- 
ter of serious doubt in the minds of the intelli* 
gent part of his followers ; and in my opinion, 
in bis own mind too, though he does not think 
proper to own it at this momisnt. The British 
offiicers employed in the' expedition, I am per* 
suaded think it Hopeless, at least, under the 
conduct of our leader, and are heartily tired of 
such a bagatelle service* In pursuance how* 
ever •f his original plan, the general, on the 
9tbf sent an officer with despatches to the gov* 
ernor of Jamaica, and to admiral I>acres, the 
purport of which was tp inform them of our 
partial success on the Main ; and to solicit a 
sufficient number of troops to enable him to 
rt^ain the country and to keep possession of 
it, till he can collect a force among the inhab* 
itaWs, to march to the inter iour to stronger 
hoWs and more important places, than La Ve* 
la,VfCoro.— Whether the messenger is the 
best, which might have been sclc^cd, is not 
^ofiini to dkerminc/ ' But there is no reason 
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to fliint that if the errand was dbne ever s6 
Well, it Avould issue in success. There are 
few British troops in ttie West fndies ; jiiii 
tfter what has taken place, noiic to spare for 
general Miranda it is pretty certain. 
» The Bacchante sfoop of war has arrived here 
since we anchored f buthasno orders to join us. 
• The commander of this ship is entitled tOr 
the warofiesl thants of our second divisibn, for 
h's attention htid kindheSs fo them during the 
afternoon slnd night they were on board of his 
vessel. The officers, itt particular, are under 
great obligations to him* for his civility and po- 
liteness to them on that occasion. His 3hip 
was in the highest order imaginable, ami ci- 
tremely commodious ; fie is an excellent sea- 
man and manages her in a masterly manner, 
with a crew under the most complete disci- 
pTine. You will be surprised in hearing that 
captain Efacres, her commander, is but ei^'- 
teen years of age. He is a son of the admiral 
of that name, and is not only the pride of his 
father, but wil], if he lives, one day be a stuD- 
ing ornament in the British navy, 

Oor troopi have been kept together in a 
camp formed on the sandy beach of this bar- 
ren hhmil, where they areexercibcd morfting 

Digitized b/VjOOQlC 



155 

afid evening, under the command of an o£cer 
as little qualified by head or heart, tq e^^cis^ 
authority over human beings as you can imag- 
ine ; but whom obsequiousness and deference 
have made very acceptable to the cammander 
|n chief. 

It is not eno\ighv ih^t ,the poor slaves, called 
volunteers, are neither olothed, led or paid, 
5ind exhausted with the fatigues ojf our late 
pampaign ; they must also be subjected to the 
strict regulations, and rigid dj^cipUoe required 
in an army in the field; si^nd all this adminis- 
tered by a man whom tjiey heartily dislikCj^ and 
who has as little cpnsidpration fpr the /eelingp 
i^f his fellows, as ?^ny man whom Gpd ever suf- 
fered to be dressq^ in authority. Bfut " pa- 
tience and fortitude are th^e virtues of sol- 
diers ;'* and in so good a cause, and in the ser- 
vice of the renowned Miranda, ;w^o shall nqt 
l^e h^ppy to pear privations ? 

The goats of the island are laid under con- 

tributipn fqr our use. The rank flesh of these 

' animals, loathsome beyond description, with 

half a ration of bread, and a little sour wine^ 

constitutes all our sustenance. 

Distressing sickness has spread among the 

troops — For the ty^o nights and the day im- 

^' ' ' • ' 
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Coro, there was a coDtinual and excessive mAt 
to which our men were etposed. After geb 
ting on boardt they were obliged in genenlli 
keep on their wet clothes, for want of changea 
of garmenta* This circumstanoCf joined ta 
their previous fatigues and to the want of c6tB«^ 
fi)rts on their arrival here, brought on an iiA 
ftaoiniatory fever, which has raged witb gieA 
iflolencet and proved fatal to several, though 
not to so many as might be expected. Aboitt 
forty men and eight or ten officers liave beei^ 
confined in miserable hovels, called hospitaIS|. 
under every circumstance of distress and pov^j 
erty. Our diet is bad enough to make the 
well sick, and^ to the sick jt is insupportable^ 
Besides, our poor invalids have little or od 
attendance. Many of them ^e without shirts -^ 
to their backs, or any other sufficient clothing, : 
and without b^eds, stretched On the floor^.o- 
Miranda views all this suffisring of his folioWt ; ; 
ers with a peculiar gang froid. It is wor]di|^ ,, 
of a philosopher no doubt to bear the calami-r^. 
ties of others With resignation. It becomci ^j 
the firmness of a great captain liot to be toii^^,. 
much affected with those hardships of hissqlr ,^. 
^iers, whick lie is unable to remedy or atti^^^. 
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fittte ; ^ but' in this case the condolence of the 
^bki would do the wretches some good ; and 
if be chose, be might, one would think, see 
tbeiiB provided witfi more comforts. Instead 
tf "Visiling tile hospitals, or interesting hini« 
atfinv their management, he sits the whole 
4if 8t kb quarters^ Uie best house in towa 
&»r good livitigand convenience, picking his 
ttt&id silence; or talking to some of hit 
8ti^, who, witti a. few exceptions, are as 
A^^^ig^i^t and miconcerned as himself. A- 
m^g tike exceptions is the generaPa aid 
de^ camp, Mr, Smith, Who does all in his 
pdWet to alleviate the condition of the in* 
valids. 

Sepe. 5ro/A. For want of soittething else ta dd> 
oiHo gratify the piques of the chief, rather than 
from anjr serious occasion or Just pretence, 
dcveral courts martial have been instituted in . 
form ; several o£^cers arrested, and one tried 
and'^bntenced to the cruel punishntem of bw^ 
i&skitsstA from this honourable and invitia|; 
tervlfee. It may afford you some ainusement 
at li^U as enliven you on the nature of ouir 
soci^ compact to see a history df th^^ ie>^^9!^ 
ti^timds in their chronological ord(|f. Thq . 
first was cre^ed at'l^ort of Spain, in July, with 
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the same formality, as if we had been an ^- 
Jcnowledged army ; as you will perceive by 
the following general order, 

** Leander, I9/A July, 1S06. 
** G. O." A general court martial, consist* 
ing of one field officer and four captains to as* 
semble on Monday morning, at 10 o^clock,^ 
board of this ship, fqr the trial of such prison- 
ers as shall be brought before them. 
Major SANDS, Prf5/(?^n/. 
Capt. Loudon, ^ 

Vapt. Allisok, a .. , 

ipapit. Rai^iiin, f ^ 

Lieut. Hosack is appointed to act ais Judge 
Aivocaieyto whom lieut. coL Roorbach wiU 
send the names of the prisoners and alleged 
crimes, and cause witnesses to attend." 

The business of this court martial was to.tiy 
a Columbian lieut. and surgeon, who ha(J^ of- 
fended capt. Campbell. They came on board 
of the Leand^r one night, somewhat exhilirated, 
ki consequence of having fellen into hospitable 
company. Here they made a noise so loud, 
that Ae capt. of the Lily,, who lay near, appre* 
hend^ there was a general riot, the gun of a 
sentinel on board going off just at that instant^ 
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^ appeared afterwards by acoident. He ao 
icordingly dispatched a boat for the Mirando* 
nians concerned, with orders to bring them 
dead or alive into his ship. The Kent, resisted 
ft j&rst ; but being overpowered, was brought 
jvith the surgeon on board the Lily. He seem« 
ed to think this exercise of authority in the 
Knglishman an indignity, presuming that he 
was not accountable to him for his conduct on 
board the Leander ; and that it was nothing to 
capt. Campbctll, whether the Mirandonians 
were drunk or sober, vociferous or mute. 
He and his comrade were, however, kept in 
close arrest for triaU The court made several 
ineffectual attempts to proceed to business. 
The members were so indispoied to their of- 
fice, that they could not. be all got together. 
One of them lately from Scotland, learning 
^ that he Was to be summoned to figure at the 
' martial board, betook himself into the country 
^ to be out of the w;ay ; alleging that he was not 
well enough acquainted with the* American ar- 
^ tides of war to sit in jydgmcnt on the conduct 
"of Columbian culprits. When a board was 
formed, they could not lengtjben their faces 
to the solemnity of the occasion amidst the 
arch looks and indirect ridicule of the officers 
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who were spectators ; and on difercnt pretexts 
delayed entering upon their functions, which 
they felt were only a caricature of authority^ 
Finding the business was all a farce, Miranda 
dissolved the court martial ; but to preserve, 
the semblance of power, alleged as a reason 
that he had condescended in consequence of 
the intercession of capt. Campbell and some 
other officers to pardon the offenders ; hoping 
this goodness would have the best eflfect upon 
their conduct, 1 have seen the defence that 
the lieutenant intended to make, if he was ar- 
raigned, 'in which, bcsitfcs objedftittg to the 
constitution of the court, dieging that one 
-member had given hts opinion ; that another 
^as his personal enemy, &c. He pleads against 
the right of jurisdiction r the purport of this 
plea was, •* I have sworn to serve the free peb- » 
pie of Soudi Artttrica, or the government^ 
which they may establish ; in my military con- 
duct, having the benefit of the articles of war . 
of the United States. Are you gentleihen the^, 
pec^le of South Aiherict, or is your authority ., 
derived firom (he government which they have , 
established ? Gen, Miranda, all his volunteers,^, 
as well as his ship, are here by courtesy ; 
they and myself are amenable to the civil au- 
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tbority of this island and no other. How <:a«k 
you try me by the American articles of war, 
with the British ensign flying over your heads?" 
for at that time the Leander on board of which- 
the court assembled was under British colours*^ 
During the space of some months there was 
hardly a week, when this questionable ship 
wore the same ensign. Sometimes the Colom- 
bian flag was hoisted ; sometimes the Amer- 
can ; at others the British : and frequently 
none whatever. He concluded ^idi sayings 
*•" you have no right to arraign my conduct ;. 
and if you do me any injury, I shall apply to 
the laws of this colony for redress.'' Wheth- 
er this plea would have been admitted is un- 
certain ; but \t agrees with the opinion which 
the officers generally had of their rights and 
obligations. Under this impression, it is.per-, 
haps reniarkable that they behaved so wclL 
An honest man is very properly said to be 
more honest on account of the law ; and the 
licentious may be expected to exemplify the 
the necessity of law on many occasions. From 
the nature of the thing however, the will of the 
commander in chief seems to be an authority 
from which there is no appeal. About the 
same time he chose to exert it in turning a^% 
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of tlie army a young man without asking the 
opinion of any court martial. ' 

TTiough we have st^julated fbr the benefi 
of the articles of war of the United States, ft 
would seem from this instance that he camid^ 
ers wc hold our places not during good beha- 
viour, but during his pleasure. This persoA 
was a Mr. B. of Barbadoes, of good education 
and respectable family. His real offence utk 
doubtedty was, that he allowed himself to laugh 
at some of the absurdities relating to the expe- 
dition that were daily practised under Ae eye 
of our chief. Miranda, not satisfied with dis' 
missing him from the army, aimed to disgrace 
him in the view of his comrades, by making 
the act a part of general orders ? charging him 
with conducting improperly in various ways 
and in disobedience of orders ; and observh)^ 
^ that he begs to be understood by all goiflg 
upon the expedition, that while he wilf pay W^ 
cry attention and respect to the raeritorio^ 
and deserving officer and soldier, he will Wt 
allow any person that acts improperly td ^ 
unpunished.** B. being left destitute m * 
' strange place, thought proper to proceed wift 
the expedition unknown to Miranda. He iw** 
ed to surprise him by his valtmr sotd nselhlpt^ 
/ 
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at the landing; and to ccMiviace the general 
that he had done him injustice. Accordingly 
B. was e:&tremely ^rviceable at the attack on 
La Vela de Coro, at which time and afterwards 
he proved himself to ht possessed of a degree 
<d military skill and invincible courage ; but 
though Miranda was assured of this ; and ac- 
knowledged him to be a "man of merit and 
perseverance,'* hh enmity was not to he ap- 
peased ; and he would not reinstate him ; nor 
allow him to be considered any thing but an 
uncommissioned volunteer, in which capacity 
he remained until the abandonment of the en- 
terprise, and then returned to his native island. 
The second of these courts was instituted 
With a view of trying some young men, charge 
ed with trivial oSenceSj which in any regular 
^ army would have passed wkh a moderate re- 
primand* But in these cases, the persons ar- 
. raigned were those not belonging to the cPtcric 
l^ofoundly attached to Miranda, and who gave 
' their tongues some greater latitude eonceming 
Iris affairs, than he approved. He thought it 
necessary to ch^ck the evB, wMch he appre^- 
lltended might spread, and thus deter others 
^om the pro&neness of judging and condemi^ 
mg his aotiohs and movemonts. The dIftcuK. 
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{y of organizing the court prevented their pro- 
ceeding, and thus deprived us of the benefit of 
witnessing what Miranda was wont to term 
** salutary examples of correct discipline/' 
The young men were liberated from arrest af- ^ 
ter ten or twelve days and ordered to return to 
duty. The third court was called in conse- 
quence of a dissolution of the former ; and af- 
ter mueh exertion entered upon business. The 
adjutant of the North American Infantry was 
arraigned ; but it was thought best to let him 
go. The principal offence laid to his charge 
was disputing and countermanding the orders 
of his superiourofficer in not delivering a cam-'' 
boose to the hulans* The adjutant did cer- '^ 
tainly subject himself to a suspicion of contu«' 
macy by this refusal, but his conduct admitted 
of so much apology that proceedings against^ 
him were dropped. He received an order frdm''^ 
the quarter master general to take Uiis mdst 
necessary article from the Leander, for the ptu^- '^< 
pose of cooking the goat-flesh rations of ^^ 
North American Infantry, who were under tittP"" 
particular care of this adjutant Accordin^y'^ 
the camboose had been daily applied to tKef*^ 
preparation of the meals /or the infantry an4^^ 
Jent occasionally to some other corps. MoM 
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unlucky timci when this machine was filled 
with the dinner for his men, which was about 
half through the process of boiling; and when 
it was engaged after he had done with it to be 
lent to the Indian volunteers, whom the general 
calls ** iny peoples'* and who were encamped 
near him ; there came a subaltern with an or- 
der from a major instantly to deliver up the 
eamboose, maugre the necessities of the hun* 
gry infantry and these who expected their 
next turn. The adjutant's Mood was a little 
too much roused by this aj^arent contempt of 
the wants of himself and his men ; and he made 
a resolute though an ineffectual stand agiunst 
the demand, conceiving very naturally that nei- 
ther he nor his peoj^e could with any reason be 
expected at so short warning to renounee the 
custom of eating their dinner, such as it was* 
The Cher, dc B. was charged with a usur^ 
patjon of authority and with cruelty and un^ 
gendemanlike conduct. But the most serious 
accusation was that of *^ contempt and ditM^- 
spect to the commander in chief, in writing 
and sending to him a contemptuous and dis- 
itspectful letter^ containing false assertions and 
i^ecUons on the characters of hb superiour 
%&cers and these officers composing the gen* 
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eral court martial, ordered to assemble on. the 
9th.'* The court did him the justice to aoqtut 
him of the charge of cruelty and ungentlenuMh 
like behaviour ; but found him guilty oftke 
last charge ; and sentenced him to be dismis- 
sed from the service. Without doubt the let. 
ter was lofty, indignant and sarcastick, smd^ 
this it might be, and contain no falsehood, fa 
law it is a well known maxim, in some ins^m- 
cqs, the greater the truth the greater the libei; 
and surely \t became the court to pronounce 
censures upon themselves and our chief to be 
&lse. Notwithstanding this sentence, I b^i^e 
it b the opinion of all who know de B. md 
probably of his judges that he b still emided 
to the character of a gentleman, a good ofl^ 
and a man of honour, as far as came ta our 
knowledge. 

In two instances at Arubai the diferciKJes 
between officers, required the ** am»[ule hoa- 
ourable'' and the parties went out to figbt*^ 
els ; but through the prudence of the secMds 
in one q&st a reconciliation took place oQithc 
ground ; and from the same fause probabl|:i9 
Another, two exchanges of shot left the caxOf 
batants with a sound skiii^; and the.chalkagfef 
said he was satisfied. 
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' The services of the judge advocate in the 
court martial gained him the honour of pro- 
teotic^,and he was raised from^the rank of lieu t. 
im aciaptaincy of artillery. This kind of paper 
reward ims on various occasions b^en vouch* 
$§fed, as the uneasiness of an individual virith 
Ms grade, the necessity of answering his call 
§jr f^r or thq policy of our chief to appear to 
tave something to give^ and to countenance 
nerity ^e^med to require. 

During his arrest, chevalier de B. was treat- 
ed with as much severity as if he had been a 
^conspirator or felon. He w^s obliged, by or-i 
i)4er of tl^e general, to confine himself oji board 
' of a small transport scUooner, where be almost 
wanted necessaries ; and when he came on 
:«.siiareto trial, was escorted by two or three sol- 
diers with ^xed bayonets. It is veiy. proba« 
? )ble that he will not hang himself of chagrin for 
i;not deserving the good will of the adventurer 
vdnd his court martial ; though he, like some 
-1 others of us, may not be able to think with 
'iimuch patience of the ill stars, that brought him 
- iiito the power of such a man. As to the sen- 
i^rtence of dismissal, he is very possibly so un- 
^^vise as to imagine tant pisy uint tnieuXi* I 



* Sq much the wotsc, so much the better. 
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believe many besides him would be very inl* 
ling to earn a similar sentence, if they were 
certain* the doing it would not expose them to 
something more. But the spirit of Miranda is 
chafed, and the consciousness of being disliked 
and distrusted, makes him shj^mcioiis and r^ 
vengefuL He has some degree of thj^ iq>ecie8 
of cowardice which resents the pang it £eelsfi 
and the animosities among some of thei^ieen 
are rancorous. It would not be smrprisisg, tf 
a man were to avow his disgust with the ser- 
vice, or his want <^ respect for its leader, that 
the lattel* should pack a court, who bemggor* 
d*ned by lus will, instead of contenting them^ 
selves with taking away the oflfender^s ccmq^ 
mission^ should make bin» feel concern lor Im 
lU>ecty or even life. The apprehension of be* 
coming victims to malice is enough to make 
the officers guarded in their conversation, (Sd> 
€ept among those who are confictentiaU 
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. LETTER XXI. 

# 

Jinimad'oersions of officers on the expedition^ — 
^ Curacoa scheme. 

v: 

Arubaj Seft. 2lst, IS06. 

YOU will naturally ask, what is the pur- 
port of the conversations which these persons 
hold? They expres^heir sense of disappoint- 
nient in all their expectations concerning Mi- 
randa and his schemes. ** He lured us," say 
they, *^ from our country and homes by prom- 
ises and declarations entirely unfounded. Why 
Aid he not tell us of the chances against his 
success, which h^must have known to exist, 
instead of saying, that his adventure was infal- 
lible,, setting aside the dangers of the seas. 
Through his delu3ive representations^ seventy 
of our countrymen are dragging out their mis*» 
erable existence in the Spanish mines ; and 
ten are reported to have come to an ignomini- 
ous end on the scaffold. The groans and tears 
of their widows, children, brothers, sisters and 
friends accuse him before high heaven as the 
immediate author of their afBictions." 
On the subject of the loss of our schooners, 
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the following is extracted from the journal of 
one of our principal officers, whose station ne- 
cessarily gave him frequent access to the gen-' 
cral ; though it differs in some respects froni 
the account given in my letter of May 6th; I 
think it proper to be .communicated in this 
place. His remarks are couched in these 
terms : — *• When the Leander bore away from 
the land to avoid falling between the two Span- 
ish vessels, which appeared to be the object of 
their commanders, the brig being upon the 
larboard, and the schooner on the starboard 
cfuarter, the Bee came within hail of the Lean- 
der ; capt. Huddle informed capt. Lewis froin 
his speaking trumpet, that he was out of am- 
munition. Lewis replied that he could not 
then send the boat with a supply, but he musj 
keep near the Leander and be ready to boarL 
This undoubtedly prevented the captain of tll'c 
Bee from pressing sail as he otherwise woul4 
have done. The Leander, however, receded 
from the guarda costag, while the latter gained 
upon our schooners. At length the Bacctms 
bore away wing and wing before the Winfl. 
The Spanish brig instantly pursued. Pi'dvi- 
ous to this Miranda had gone below, and Hd 
sent for capt. Lewis ; what passed betwccp 
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tfebem vre shall never learil except, from their 
own declarations ; for in this case as in al^ 
others of importance, Miranda did not permit 
a third person to be present When Lewis came 
upon, deck, it was supposed we should, if pos- 
sible engage the Spanish schooner^ still in pur- 
suit of Ufs^ and bearing on our starboard quar- 
ter, the Bee having fallen on our larboard. No 
ojrders, to this effect were however given. Lew- 
is told me that the general wished to see me be- 
low. When I entered his state room I found 
the general with a chart in his hand and point- 
ing to the islands of Trinidad and Margaritta, 
he said " we must go first to the island of Aves 
or Bonair for water, and 1 think we h^d then 
best shape our qourse for Trinidad, where I 
have resources and shall receive assistance from 
the English ; here is Margaritta which we can 
take if we think proper with the force we now 
: have ; the pilot tells me he can beat up in ten 
or fifteen days. — What is your opinion?" I 
said in reply, ** 1 concurred with him both in 
the feasibility and expediency of this measure;'' 
^V^t added, *' let us endeavour to save our 
schooners, general. The Bacchus has borne 
; away before the wind and is pursued by the 
Spanish brig ; I believe it is the opinion of 
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those who are skilled in naval tacticltf, that lire 
can now put about, engage and carry the Spaii^ 
ish schooner unless she out sails us ; by this 
attempt we shall probably divert the brig fro«i 
chasing the Bacchus, as she, wilt be under ap^ 
prehensions for her consort, and the Bee witt 
be again protected by our ship and rts^ to m- 
sist in boarding. At all events sir, and upoa 
every calculation we shall save our comradesi* 
It is the desire of us all upon deck, general, t^ 
perish with oar companions rather ^nbecotnir 
eye witnesses to their eajitwe.*' " Wett ^o^ 
— was Miranda^s reply to this pef fts^fiteitioti ; 
the meaning of which Ithua interp^tted— — if 
you will make the attempt, I shall ncn « wiU 
not, or most likely cannot preveM you ; but I 
have given my privaite ofdera to eapt* i^ewfo* 
For I^ewis declared the next dliy ^M a$#a«f^ 
afterwards, ** that Miranda had.^>i^r6<! bkiVI^^ 
bear away and escape. *' This the geMf at Mf^ 
er denied,: but said in a conversation With mt 
the following morning, that " L^wis undoubt-^ 
edly would endeavout to throw all the blame 
upon faiiiitV^ thus intimatliig a consclousni&s 
that he was responsible. Every circutMtmtieo 
attending this a0air tallies with the foregobg^ 
remarks, whatever Miranda may choose tq say 
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to the contrary. Before he went below, he 
asked the officer who acted as aid to Lewis,. 
•* whi^ shall we do to save our schooners,'* 
^^ fight sitt^^ was the smswen I shall not say 
wlmt motive induced him to order the flight of 
the Leander. A desire to save his own per- 
son is the most probable solution ; yet while 
on deck he appeared cool and collected, Whea 
he first came up in the morning, he looked ra- 
ther big and full of fight. After viewing the 
Spanish vessels with his pocket glass, he ob- 
served to me *' well sir caa't we burn and de- 
stroy these rascals,'* ** We must try, general y 
if we^o not burn them, they will certainly 
burn us»'* Whatever he would or would not 
have done, it is naw tano purpose ta enquire. 
Our associates are in captivity; -if their lives 
are spared, their miseries and sufferings will be 
worse than death ; and we are left to reflect 
with grief and indignation that we were not 
permitted, though every heart burned with im- 
patience for ti^e conflict, to make an effort for 
their salvation. >* 

The conduct of their chief in other particu^ 
lars his officers arraign on various grounds^ 
** At Barbadoes and Trinidad,'* say they, *« he 
wai near defeating the disposition in BritisK 
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governors and commanders to assist him, and 
did do it in a considerable degree, by the ex-^ 
travagance ot his expectations and cteitns. ** tt 
is certain,*' they observe, ** that before he sail- 
ed for the Main, he might have obtained faiids 
for his purposes by only promising to capital- 
ists commercial privileges, which it wiis iti his 
power to promise and might haVe been to pef- 
form. Though his poverty parali^ed all hfe 
operations, he did not avail himself of this re- 
source, alleging that his " people** wtiild sup^ 
ply him with all he wanted. By force he took 
possession of one of their strong holds and a 
chief city ; yit when he had obtained thtse ad* 
vatitages, he proftssed to have scruples about 
using this same force to secure what lie had 
gained. What business had he at all in that 
country in arms, if he did not mean to exert 
power when persuasion failtd? He contented 
himself with sending; out proclamations ai^ 
pamphlets, instead of demanding the ktng^ 
treasure, or levying contributions or reporting 
to any of those expedients which belong W 
usages bf wai'fare. He might have mtiintaiiied 
himself in La Vda for a length of time ; 'and 
had he continued there, he would undoubtedly 
have been reinforced from ^Silfereiit qti^tfHr*. 
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If he had friends xind adherants in that country 
as he always declared, his stay would have 
bfought them to fally round him. His con- 
tinuance would have accorded with the inten* 
tit>ns and expectations of the British admiral, 
who had assisted hitn so far. Admiral Coch- 
rane undoubtedly intended to give him all the 
T^hance that a sufficient naval force could sup- 
ffty. In proof of this, several armed vessels, 
including one seventy, four, were sent to sup- 
|»ortthe squadron first put under his orders, 
and supposed to be ?it Coro, with directions to 
land a number of men, as they might be found 
necessary and usefill ; but finding we had de- 
parted in an unaccountable manner, they have 
naturally concluded that he is unequal to his 
enterprise and is not worth supporting. It is 
nt>t surprising that their orders should not ex- 
tend to conducting him from 6ne part to ano- 
ther of the Caribbean sea or to assist in a se- 
tond attempt on the Main, when he had made 
such ^fau^ pas in the first. Undoubtedly they 
itre ready to seiie the pretext which they now 
have for dissolving a connexion attended with 
txpense to the government and mortification 
to its patrons ; satisfied that they do more than 
jtistice to hil3 daiiAs in conveying him to a 
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place of safety. Had he displayed the eiief|Qr 
which became his pretensions and means, thei£ 
is reason to believe he would Imve become w 
powerful as to afford protection to those vdm 
should choose to join his standard, or at leart 
make terms for his captive foUovrers, whose 
relief was a primary motive with many of mr 
for going a second time on the cxpeditim. 
What has he done to rescue these unfortunMe 
men? Having determined to evacuate the 
Main, he might have made the liberation of 
the prisoners a condition of his departure^ 
The government there would not have thought 
the surrender of the prisoners too great a price 
for even the temporary riddance of so trouble- 
some a visitor. If this be supposed impracti- 
cable, why has he never made an eflfort witfi 
the English commanders to have them put od 
the footing of prisoners of war ? In short that 
this man is able to do evil is certain,^ but to do 
good, where is his skill or force ? He wsls m 
object of abhorrence to his countrymen befc^; 
he is now regarded with contempt. '» How 6r 
these complaints and chafges are true, let facta 
decide. To these causes of uneasiness is to 
be added the dissatisfaction of the American 
officers at being superceded in their grade by 
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^!{M96 who «tiibi]4»^ in the ($ausemwerecem« 
ly. Frdm iSait information we have received^ 
Wt think a war be^nnreen the United States and 
%>fidn sdmosi certain. In this case, Mir^ula 
mikght get resources from our country. But 
the Leander concent have been'soch suffisrers^ ' 
^id the Afneriean officers and soldiers are so 
mcich disgusted, Ae general would probably 
be disappaiMted in his expectation of farther 
su^brt ff^m individuals of the United ^Crtes. 
I see no probability thbt the English will do 
any tHing mbrer You will now enquire, what 
d^ We)^iifme ? As I teive observed, we s^e in 
tfa&ipt^wer of this man : and have good reasons 
ta sipprehend se^icms collisions, if i^ take Miy 
st^ps to g^t rid qf hfeaothority. If we^#efeoF 
Me «eiitiment and party, it would certainly be 
etiy 16 p#escrlb6 our terms and to re<)uire hkn^ 
to command ^ we please ; to take the com*' 
nytnd ourselves, or to abandon him ahogether. 
Our proper course would undoubtedly be to- 
reletse ourselves fhom bis service, or to com- 
pel him to give u^ the dii^ection of the Lean^ 
dbr and all the men, over whom tlie British 
hi^e iK> absolute authority^ But an attempt 
of tills kind might tot succeed, without blood* 
sljedj as he has a ffenv sycophants and gascon- 
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a^8 still about hi^ pefsod/ vi^o. might oppo^ 
it. We prefer more su&ring, rather jLbaD iisf 
cneftse the contempt and ridkule of our ^^e* 
nie^ and the world, by cutting one anotl|^> 
floats. Miranda is perhaps indebted to^ o|u; 
pride more than oar affection for the cootioH': 
ance of his authority^ if not for ^/.^ilety of 
^ head. 

As PL proof of tifee discotilent that preYaiisjk*' 
mong the troops, the Indians ^tid ^f^ish peo- 
ple of c4rfour have already threatened to desert 
into (he woods if ibey ,are wA soon better treat* 
ed ; they complain of seekng no ooieu c^ bap« 
pier Umcfs ; of the tyranny of the pompouSvbflt 
shaw Mfho jQommands t^^em in the campi and of 
the lyajDt of food and app4i^l. We arc very 
short of provi$ions and ill ra^^^imodated k^ 
every resp^t ; it is thcrfE^for^ not suprjising 
that the Indians, though used to. exercise pit« 
tience under suferingSi should despond and 
hold this language, j 

/fhe only officer of orar^k AY^d iitfioence, who 
feels for their situation , and in ivhose sincerity 
and friendship they have confidence, is still 
confined with his wpunds, at his quarters some 
distance from toviTi. They ar^ therefor? de- 
prived of his personal interppsjitio^. This di?* 
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eofvtent extends to the Spanish officers* riso. 
'Their displeasure is often expressed in the 
strongest terms against out chief. To one of 
these gentlemen, an American officer observ- 
ed, that ** he t)eKeved the expedition would 
never succeed under Miranda ; his indecision, 
caprice, petulance, meanness and duplicity ren* 
der him «nfit for conducting any enterprise of 
magnitude/' — ** Oui^^ said he ** nous le ferons 
^ans ce ckien Miranda. It n^est pas capable 
ie Jatre tine g fond chose. 11 nous a trompe^^ 
Their tempers have been soured by their re- 
cent disappointment on the Main ; and not 
theirs alone ; there are few indeed, who do not 
sincerely lament ever having had any thing to 
do with our humbug expedition, as vc is now 
very properly called. You can have no idea 
ito what a distressing situation we are reduced 
Our stores can only hold out, even with the 
strictest economy but a short period ; the isl- 
and affords bu^ little water and few supplies of 



i *v Four of diiesc gentlemen jpined us at Trinidad, 
jind 'vrere commissioacd afterwards at Coche, A pub* - 
lication of their names was deemed improper 5 fome or 
all of them having friends in the Spanish provinces, 
^who migtit4)e made to suffer on thdr.account. 
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sure ofulmost every Mcesiary ; loidjvlmli 
ders it still worse, the moment must soonar^vi)^ 
when this miserable island, 4raUi&d by its Jnuu 
^/intruders of its pre^ot fcanly stosli^, ^399 
supply no relief, eren if Mii^^c^ Md tbe.Qi€m# 
^d inclination to m^e us cojs^&xtai^. Q( 
the former he pretends to be idestiilute ; w^l 
anuch doubt whether he.po»ie$ses tbe lattfWt 
He is at preset certainly np example pf ,tb# 
softeniog influence of advfrsUy ; I believe x^r 
ther, a black chagrin has destroyed his syiap^ 
(hies with hb followers. So that we exktj 
execute his orders, and SovjOk a gua^ to |^(^ 
tect him from the vcAgeanoe of thp inoeas^ 
Spaniards^ no npatter what we undergo;. W? 
answer all that this renowned Miranda requires^ 
His majesty's brig Ferret arrived herp oyg^ 
the 13th, from Jamaica,, and landed the jg^^ar^t 
^'s messenger. T;he retult of the I^i9$^J^ 
tbQugh not publickly known, is as we ^npfi^^j 
ed, unfavourable. Admiral Dacres and tbg 
governor of Jamaica replied to the applicatioi^ 
qf Miranda, that they knew nothii^ more pf^ 
hisexpeditidn than what they learned from njjr 
mour and the publick prints, that they had Be* 
ceived no ord<^rs from-administratioij.to. 
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It any a^ And faad^nothifig more to give Imt 
b9t wbhes oi mkk success as Ins design iiier<- 
ited. 

TheEnj^isk ship Elephant of 74 guns is now 
^ anchcHr hen ; it has been said that she b to 
iQlfi ^s ; but dis is idl a puff ; suck as we avt 
isised to lieed upon. The fiigate Gaiatea ant 
brig Bi^fress, both of which hate been laying 
here some time, sailed on the lyth^and we AA 
p*ol3afcly not see tbem again* The Briti^ of- 
Hcers ape very averse to being attached to Ilk 
eitcdlenoy Don Fnnoisco. They do not ap;. 
pear to think they shall earn laurels or riches 
te his cause. The Elephant sailed yesterday 
fcr lamaica, and the schooner Pickle, lately ar- 
rived here has sdled for England. By her the 
general has sent dispatched ; and a numbor of 
intercepted letters, written by officers of the 
Spanish government describing the apprehen- 
l&ons of the government of Caraccas respecting 
Mirailda. They were taken by the EngliA 
doop of war Qsprey, whHst we were in po4* 
Session of Coro, from the Spanish, mail boat 
on her passage from La Guira to Cumana ^nd 
Margaritta. 

It is reported that we are soon id j^uit this 
kknd^ Wherever we gO| we siiall liardkr 
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Qfawge for the ^orse. Th£ioli9ibita;it&p£ 4m 
mretcbed place, to whom we have, beoi a b^«j* 
vy burden will no doubt celebrate the day q( 

Sept. 26tA. 1 have seen our general for tb« 
first time these three weeks. Like the Q^^ 
l4una he is seldom visible, but to tdiM>se sidfiffit 
few who mre so advanced in purity and wisdom 
as to be woi^y to af^oach his aupist|>rc- 
mnoc. Tb&e was once a time when lie wa» 
very 4ux:es«U>te but that time has passed away 4 
wul4t is not wonderful sinc^ he would. see 
jnany an anxious and perturbed couuteoauoi^ 
•od bear per^iaps too many comp^aiati^, if hf 
aUawed himself %9 be easily visited by hii^ ^ 
ficers. But thcmgh he may resemble the^GraiHi 
J.«ama in being invisible tp vulgm: e]pB%.*b^ 
does not resemble hipainrthat di^e, -tranquil 
lity and repose of soul, which distingutiMM^ 
the Thibetian object of worship. Of laM,.it& 
you may think oatural, he has comqaooiy ap- 
.pesu^d very much occu^ed with uni}oiit 
ttiioughts. To d^ M^ wpect 1$. cmuiiuftUjriM- 
Arere, heavy and desponding, as thoi^ iijp.w]^ 
*• revolving the various fates of meo^ jbel^wi' 
%,'33je other officers arouqd him, 5»ee||i t^^^e 
.Wc^ed a jstimulusi npt of the ^igc^afo^lmt* 
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ilrtttistrong's brows are knit together as if he 

apprehended dismissal, or had heard extreme^ 

ly bad news— *or it may be owing to the unru- 

Vy workings of the bile^ which his systen^ gen*. 

JSraEtes in dai^rous abundance. Count de 

jtejuvray takes shorter steps than he is wont 

Ittwi in a right line, backwards and forwards* 

Beillier looking t6 the right nor left, paying no 

attention to any who pass by him t he appears 

entirely ab^acted* Unless I am deceived he 

is digging out of his brains some " cficctual 

-tfxp^ients,'* to be formed by his excellency 

ihAo ** practicable plans.** The fwge in* which 

our ceuneils and measures are produced, is n 

complete maoiulactory (^ these articles. CouM 

^ Rouvray famishes crude ore called ** expe- 

di^ilS)'^ extracted from the deep cogitations 

of his mind. This is put into the generals 

ameltingfarnace^ which- is always kept hot and 

JlMt^inesstoblring'Oiia^^;}. The quarter 

4Kislcr general Mows the bellows of adul^on^ 

4rhH6t the colonel of engineers, by opposition, 

sometimes furnkdies coals in abundance to 

koep up.tlne flame; and agaii> by the cold W£^ 

tit <rfobjoctions, damps and almost Extinguish* 

^.tlie fire« There are subordinate characters^ 

^QWt buMiMs it is to do little jobs about the 
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{org€> as ** everjp kidtvidoal in ont wrmj-h ra^ 
•d accordiog to bis aMrritsand talents.^' IbAVi^ 
observed tbat tbose wbo have neither ate b«^ 
qg^ if they did but koow it ; never bekig caU- 
^ upon in a|Eurs of cof^eqnence^ they amm^ 
ia danger of bis excellency's terrible firowmy 
Oiar liabk to be intoaiicati^d by his approbi^Qii^ 
They have nothuig to do, but to bite thc^hr- 
nails and laa^rat their iosignifica^icft in ohsci^ 
&iy. CoL Boorbach, who has more sfwiaa^ 
youth and vii^Mdty d^n ^tf mm of his ]^«»k# 
ia Cbristendooii apipears in tolerable good hur 
moor ; bat s^ i% iseyidcnt that all is pot weW^ 
within^ There seemft to be a genoral kM|p^ 
tude from his ew^ditency to his most dCM*ifl 
yaUt* Those who hav^ no state affiuA to di$«^ 
turb their mindSt have something else, QffuMf. 
iipportaot to them; such asreltecHog horn 
they shall pay their biUs in th» place. I haisR 
sera but two l^odksrds to day, who both hi«k 
thougjbtful and dull^ ondoubtedly from cakm^ 
ladling pf ofit mid loss. You will now ask^r niMl 
can occasbn thUextraordin^ pertipibfrticwf^ 
^purq^inet; I km^ not, unless it b^tipft 
fplur^ of a thi^ called the Cutacoa wbt^ntk 
Miranda Jha% b^«n lryi«^ to mtijgue tM isl^ 
ipto lug p^Mcssion. An ambamidi»^ Igr ^ 
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mnie of P. who vvas sent there, has lately re*- 
t^med after an unsaccessfiil negociation* The 
^vemor of Curacoa ** knows no such man as^ 
ghn.' Miranda.^^ What an ignorant man this^ 
^ftVcmor must be ! Stirely our commander in 
cl^fef t^ kmmti from one end of the earth to the 
pfficr ! The governour above alluded to, has^ 
ihc cruelty to declare that he cannot spare the 
iskmd yety ftat gen. Mkanda must call again^ 
What impudence to refute so modest a request 
as our xihi6( eondescerkied to make — only to be 
aAftitted into the quiet possession ef the islandr 
of Curacoa^ and to take ail the Spanish' proper*^ 
tjr aa a reviord for gmig there I Ab(Htt six 
#t^ks ago his excdlcncy commenced operat- 
ing upon a scheme, which he has had long ia 
contemplation of possessing himself of Gura^ 
coa. To bring this desirable object about, as^ 
Btf had not a sufficient ^ce uf his owri, and a» 
^ Englbh ships thea at his disposal, were ei^ 
titer not aUe or not wiBhig to.attempt an at-* 
^ktk. on that island, he resdved tbttry what di- 
Itofnatick skill would do t For this purpose he 
d!liployed a resident of Aruha, giving htm in-^ 
alftictions to waft on the governor of CuracoA^ 
aMdto infcirmrhim that he should be paid a cer^ 
^ Slim of money, if the bknd sucr^ndetei: 

R 2 
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tm die appearance before it of a small Rp^ftah 
aqiiadroo, whtch should be forth cotniiig as 
wmm as lie agreed to the terms stipulated m 
the instructions of Miranda's ambassador, of 
which the following is tiie tenor : viz. tfaotiii 
the event of a surrender, aH the Spanish pro- 
perty ^ould on the governor's receiving ttl 
douceur be put into the hands of Don Fruicis* 
CO ; and the Dutch property to be put hi poa^ 
session of tite British, who should conduct him 
to his' new dominions. P. after being abBeM 
five weeks, and creating much anxietj by Mk 
delay, returned with an answer that the gi^ 
emor of Curacoa knew no such man ias 90i 
Francisco^ Miranda, commander in ^lidf^ 
the Columbian army { and could thereforeen* 
ter into mo negociation on the subjett of selU 
ing bfs master's property and his own govern^ 
ment. It is also reported, and generally cfti^ 
iied that P. was prevailed upon to seil^lmii- 
da ; and that he went to La Ouutt where iie 
made^ khown the Don^ hrtentidii with re^o^ 
to Curacoa and his future designs respecthiig 
:^e Spanish Main. To countertfct the dRM» 
of this report? however, the ambassador assteMt 
^hathe wasarreited^tbe momavt of htstirtiMA 
in the island and remained in duresse utttilit««* 
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before hb departure. Whether this be tnie» 

or whether the charge of betraying his excel- 

Jfmoy be also true, certain it is that P. divulged 

Ills instructions on Ac very day he received 

lAiieiiiir He bad two letters in his hands rela» 

tii^e to this business ; one written in French, 

tinned, de Miranda^ and the other in English, 

signed by his ColumbiaQ majesty's private se* 

treiary» The first -contained his powers and 

instructions. The second was addressed to a 

merchant of Curacoa, who was honoured witb 

m^ invitation to assist P. if necessary in his 

atgociatioas, wheil he could bring aaiters p^ 

|iMr. Both of these letters he exposed before 

he to^ passage for the execution of his mis« 

skm* P* brought intelltgence, on his teturs, 

titsA a number of %)aniard8 had crossed over 

£pom CunuH>a to Aruba, with a design an the 

mci of our chief. One or two erf the " virtu* 

QUa people'' of this i>lsce were put in irons, 

and closely imprisoned on suspici<m of bein|p 

prhy to this khck micn$. A boat did actually 

eooie from ^ Main, whfa several armed men 

onboard; buta knowledge ofit reaching head 

charters in good season they were pimued, a& 

ler a few had landed^ and ied withoat beiBf 

werlaken« 
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LETTER XXM. -^ 

Ji^of cafamn a^poi$Uid to iht Leander.-^;Mis'Hs 
, eotidua mid crudty to the sailors.-^CendiiM^ 
of the sick om bonrd.-^Mirtmda^s treatmmt ^* 
capt. Meade, cvmimnder of the^in-ig^ ComffkU 

dore Marry. — Soiikquy* ' 

* 

Aruba, Sept. 2Bthy 1B06^ 
THOUGH our akuation is nef^MariljK 
bad, it is rendered woree ^an it need be Iff 
the ill management of Miranda and othert ttt* 
whom he delegates his power* in ratati}^ conii^ 
cerns that rekte to onr entcfprisc, they 2tfpeasfi 
tp dp every thing but that which should he* 
done. Indeed, so SK^customed are we to thef)^^ 
perverae and impoliticfc proceedings, tifeaf w^ 
ai'e disappointed when th^ do any thti^g IWfe 
ii^ not preposterous, or is ia a tolerable degree^ 
considerate. The comthanckr of the^LeafKft^r 
Waldegrive, as I told you, haring becMb^. 
sick: and removed to the* hospital, it was n^ee**^ 
aary his place should be supplied: M tih^ilg^ 
We had not enoo^ of unavaiMble ills, ^nii^ 
out si^me v<doiit4rf additibBs, #1k!) ^b^MiAW^ 
selects for this place but a man as utiiMtt^tfl* 
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lie conoeived, i^idier sQ}<Her, saSior nor geof- 
^ tleman. Pulfed up wi^ hts Uttle Imef author^ 
ity^ he emf^ojrs it bi a manner, precisely tbe 
flO»9% ^feasbe asd tyrasuiii^.. The oftcers qd 
%aaid haw been repe^^edly the objccta of hts 
Mftokttce; aod the men of hia wanton crachj« 
The fanner are ao tenMcktaeiedby didr adver- 
sities, that they ^ not think ^ repeUing his 
encroachments ; and the poor sailors, whateaa 
tfiejr do, but bend in ail^ice under die lash of 
'ibe kur bred tyraiit ? A few daya ago he had 
a aaan tied to the gmg way t ordering the boat* 
a^mi^'s mate to give him for^ lashes i a libor* 
tf, with the rights of an individ^ Md the min 
4Kf mMitary and naval discipline for which aa 
you recollect de B. wi^ brought to answer ba«» 
fore a court marthl«. An officer who happen^ 
^ to be on board from the island, whilst thi^ 
bnrte was grsAifymg his ears widi the cries of 
Ihe sailor umkr punishment drew his s^wd 
ami ordered the bc3£itswaia*s mate to desisl. 
Xl^ timely interferoice ^vod four orfive mote 
%i»m the laaht wlio had been sentenced that 
mcomng to the gmg ^^y, by this vile upstar^pi 
Jkmwokm of the yck troups were some dbya 
ago put on board ibt Leander, now laying a« 
intUt tw# piles from t|ie. town. To diese dis« 
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tressod cmtore^ tbiis imin ^ittvitcA nn Wt» 
nMUikj \idlich we-should wonder to find ink 
cannibal. Judge ymx ei their eondkipn to be 
«c the itterey of a wmicb who could answer tift 
calls Gm rdief, IbnKthose who were Kng^i^ 
imdcr disease and want^ frequen^ty- wM curs^ 
es ;: and eren pefiise tliem wholesome water to 
a^ay thdr tbirst when bttrnkig with- fever. ^ 
atead of sending on ^ore once a day for a rafr 
feieat <piatitity of fresh water for the wfiofe 
«bip V company tndu^g the atck, he procmi 
cd only a^partial sufpl^V mA this he huab^Oi^ 
ed mid confibed to^the use <^ himself^ his d<^ 
and a port^ tii the sailors mth whom- he vfA 
mvkmg a party , wiiilat he caused ti^^skkli 
be served witb water that had been fw scMI 
time on board,^ wbtch was stale and sometimei 
futrified ; givuig this brutal r^asoii^^^ that tli 
weU skoiM be his ewe, in <»nder t^ keep thcul 
3$o, as it was unocrtaiii whether the sick woiM 
live or die ;: md if the latter l»ppeiied> attM^ 
tbn wouU be lost upon tl»m«'' T^ €«£ 
dttctiwas well known at had qu^urters, yeMlii 
wretch, wbo was ^u^of in was^codtkiuediil 
a situat»i»i where 1^ had both an oppoftuniiy^ 
to tdUct gratuitous ouseiy, and^ inciiiiatioii 
^ uae it that waiuld di^^iico a sai^igeu^ v.<j^mm 
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1^ this fellow bave been sani to Minmda 
without procuring recb^ss abd iadeol wtth^ 
out obtiumog h^ioe* . ^ ^i|ig pkKred ia com* 
maud at the instance of the ^uai:feer mister 
generaU and ^[q[Hrpv<ed ctf by the general, he 
km no ocjc^asion te:.he/.sGf»ipiiioit8 abotit his 
^ty, Im treatmmil^iqf. jotimttk nor hb man# 
i^rs*— What, moliiw ,is there to pay eoiist 
to our superi#ursi if tii^y'>wiMr: not hear us 
Aut in 4)uf -vittaniei^ ' mA y^^ mtmK bchare 
as well as if we r^ted on ow obataetert 
^come a fevoiHritjs, if you wish thi:^ liberty 
M btiog a domia/eering ^Ijtrooa with iiasr 

M^ Ygu w^iU remember, mention l^stbeen made 
<of our being attended to the Spanish .Main b% 
iwo merchant vessels ; the brig Comiftodore 
jGkury and the schooner Trimmer. jQapt. Kd^ 
3ii4fd Meade ^ommimded^ the Urst, and capu 
fimcQck the last. Jt 4s ^proper in this piace-t» 
Miale the coaductof Miranda towardsthe eomt 
Aatider of the tMiig. I shall take aome other 
^opportunity to speak tofcapt. Hancodi^s a^iahr* 
^^pt. Meade arrived from PhiladjelpWa at Poi^ 
«(|f Spaia with a cai|;o ^ #aur soinetime Iic^h^ 
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sattod* TbS'insHrlu^ being W0fihm,tm 
was toBfrtad to Uates to- proposib for ttp 
ipg lus. ctMftee on the Maih oMtr^ tin ana 
ipices of Maranda i wkh i«}wn he VMd* t&« 
fisliowaig cpottaet, s%qed by id& quacterxaafla 
tersenend. ■ 

. P«a Fraaeiaeo de Mirui^, nmamaada* iA. 
«h»fof <ha C<lw»h!IM»'Ariny t—l hm«^mi 
4ay agreed with aiid>gH«A piannisMOR «e eapff 
taia fidw«4 Meid^^^tf the ^itj of PfaMadel: 
fM»r «o«HMiidint; ^- bfig Commcitore 9rt> 
ly, M-saH . with.and under the p(oteda«B "# 
tlvtoavid fotce.engagvd'in my expeditioii^ifl 
8(Mitk. Att^ctea ; e)i liM:4>Howing terms ; Vm ' 
CAptain Mea^ shall sail "with the tic^^^m^ 
mod&hatt Wi^ lea^c the sqtiadroD withoot^l^ 
l^rmkftion tM\ a landing is effi^t^i in sQM^ 
pmn i^ South Ameriea.^ He sh<«H then be fOfi 
mitted ^ sell his cargo to the people of th^ 
country, at ^ tiighest prices he can obla^ 
free oiPduty. It is understood that the UMS^ 
snander in eWef or the governmefttt>f tbe«*H^ 
try ^U iwve A preierence of ' ptirchase,* it^ 
their aU#wtf)g tfie sime prices, lais can be o& 
tatned from individuals. It is also agreed tfwl 
Cttptain Meade shall hare tiberty to proceed M 
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'ilMka; (netoR eiltfnfy's port) prbvM- 
idi the first attempt to ilkct^ landing is not 
ao6oiifpIiilMl''wftiiiQ sijT dtefS^ aftei* the mrivA 
#f tiit^s^tfdrm atfhd T^co ofdestinattbn. It 
fe umtersto od dtat capts^n Meade shall have 
good dispatch in tl^ disposal oThis cargo ; and 
iip<^ his eoibatkaticm f^ North America, he 
abaU take an oUc^r ofil^arddfhiibrtg, beat- 
ing dt^»atclle» for fke oommatider in chief, free 
of lA expense and charges,^ 

Akhough the^mdiog Was ttketd^ there was 
00 l^vemmei^ and no people to be customers 
c|{<:apfattn Meade; and he, finding that our ex« 
pedition d'^Hoi 'succeed, and that it i^as use- 
lots fwr him to remain* there, requested the 
gmeralto allow him to proceed, according to 
a||reement, to another port. Miranda, after 
nifttiy importunities once smswcred, that he * 
m%ht go wheiis he {leased. But \vh*n on our * 



* v^Thc general ettended this term to ten days, before 
the'^oatratt was signed by his quarter master general } 
an4itllOTgh. Mitatida dictated the contract kims^tf, &¥ 
recede to put his own ^gnature to it. ^Vfliedier H 
wasa motive of his prodoice, or the^efect cilf 4iecid^^ '^ 
if not; easily determined i but Mir^inda nqrer used hu 
cmk name^ when that of another per^ Vi^y^itpflK^ 
hi^urpose. 
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ey ^euatoig La^ Vdlt 4p Cpro^ M^adte shft(«d ^^ 
couiaci^far Cur^oa ; .one of the mea of war 
t^igi fired jievf ndl shol at him and comj^e^jHa^ 
^ ComiMMi^re iSarry tp, join the squadroa 
jtgfun. Thb Q3iiyi)fte(H7 mpa^ure was known 
to have resulted frop the ^ist4:uctions pf our 
chief^^hldii. wnP^pyfin pirejrj^s to our dq^- 
tureifirom La Y^ d^p Corp ; otherwise tbe 
Amqrifianbrig would pot havq been molested. 
She was .forced to iBCCO0Ei|ia«y us to Aruba; 
jUM) )i^:l|)Mki»c;fp^p^rgojeddiur^gt^ 
^ic^fr i«e bKd, |if«i|:«|}9a i?f Uw.i^^nd. )Sri^ 
^eade expostulated i^i^^ft thj^progf edJ|i^»i 
ib^f^siLicrvil aaid .^^the law of (v^^ticfiis iys^jfied 
^ d)e 4eta^i9%'* T^N? law 9f, pecessUj |ijt. 
4Mfp« he fi^gl^ |i4yVC sa^d w^tli more, exact* 
^G$S0 JVt tl^e tifve. Meade %i^s emb^|[Qed| 
tbei^e.^as m j^ppjehension that the j^ili^Vb 
Si^s mjj|ht ab^t^oa us on accoi/i\t qf a diss* 
greement between Miranda and the British of- 
ficers^ )[n this c^se jvc a^uld .have sto^ io j 
peculiar need of the Commodore Barry's c^ 
9^ flour miS prgtyisionSf as our supplier w^ce 
l^arly ot^* indeed, from the time we fell in 
Hfith the Lily, after our defeat at Porto Pabcl- 
. lo, to the present timc^, the English vessels at« 
tached t0 the enterprise, have furnished almost 
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all our supplies ; with the exception of a quan- 
tity of wine and flour, supplied by indiVidirab 
of T^rinidad ; who were so wise as to think a 
'commission in the emancipator's army, a tiek- ' 
ct in fortune's lottery worth the risk of then- 
property/ 

Our parting from Aruba is coniAderedas an * 
abandonment of the expedition. One of our* 
wits acquainted with sctiptufe^ luis ^iren me 
the following soliliquy/ wHich may wcH be 
said to breathe the to^rrow and htdignation of* 
the defeated enthusiast, or ^-dcrant delxrerer : 
df South America* -- : \. j\ ' 

«* Vtrily, * verify I mf tmto ftm, iiiailtt^ch * 
as yc have nbt harkene'd'\into my uiyings 9iaA - 
have been heedless to my revolutlonaTy doe* » 
^trinesi and have distegai^d my proclamai)oni»,i 
/ "wittgo out from among a eorttipt nation and* 
^a perverse people. — Tlie time Is nigh at hand 
when ye shall fall by the kings of your own 
choice and the idols whom ye have set up on- 
^to yout^selves ; nor will I rescue you from the 
^ bondage of your forefathers ; ye shrill continue 
under the yoke of the French an^ the Span* 
iards, unless the English deliver you ; and / 
will strive to harden the hearts of the English 
against you, 'that they may not listen to you in 
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the (day of your gfeat calamity aadtribulatioa« 
I will mock wbea yodraffiictioii comedu Your 
enemies shall feed on the harvest of your fields, 
they shall rk>t in your dwellings aiKlen}^.^ 
labours of your hands* All ^is shall come, up^ 
on.you, because ye liave ijot kmvfn me^jan^tfe- 
cause ye have not folloM^ my precepts, ^ad 
ye not turned your bads upon n^ I would 
have been your ddretnmce ; ye should have 
possessed aainhtritsmc^ of dcmoQmqp, which 
ibould have lasted tiU time was grey with. 
ytarsi ye .shcMddlttfe tietn n^ people, and I; 
would :faave^SrMtf among you^ and been yth^ 
Amd^ m instMtt «id*goiiehi yon^n^ ^r^ 
\ tb my oirafexalted principles o^ jg(0 
and youe arm <to*defend you ag^tiistf 
evMy fce^ but ye hate not ImchR^ toe, eiMK 
soi I bMre-fMomieedyou.'' 
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• ' LETTER XXIfl. ' 

Departure from Anibh.-^ Miranda and suite 

embark in the Seine frigate, — LieuY.Dwyer\ 

an 'English officer y takes command of the Le^ 

- dnder. — Eventsduring thepassage.^Arriydl 

at Grenada. 

" Lednder at sea, Sept. 2Sth, 18061 * 

'■..'* • ' - > 

T f ON tli« ingrains of •*« »?*> we krfV 
Anibfli ttndff eonyoy of bm nu^csiy^ ship Lr 

^fHl our .fi^bp^s^got tmder i»«rlgh the^*Hr 

before, memitig to bett.i]|i irfmi^the MaiA fb 

^ Trifiuiad, wMle we stand to the nm^lhward, for 

ofie of die idands mentioned. Ouf dficers and 

troops we distributed amcmg the vessels lately 

emfplayed in Mirand^^s enterprise. This dis- 

poftition jof his tonxB confirms the supposttioa 

diit he has given tip his design. The general, 

Molkii^ Hm pvbliek secretary, Mr. Smith, his 

aid^-camp, and some other officers take their 

passage in the Seine. Miranda very wfeelV- 
S 2 
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selects a stronger and swiftes vessel tMn the 
Leander. He has never sMkd in Jier since ^ 
left Trinidad in July ; for she is obliged fre* 
quently to be taken in tow, and in case atife 
should be abandoned to her chance, she roi^ 
Jt>efore long be found with the Dc»i, in Ouadtf^ 
loupe or La Guira. Capt. Atkins hearing iMt 
the man appointed to command ^tut Lea^dgr 
firaa not fitted for the post, sentlient. Dwy^#f 
the 'firitish navy, to supercede Mmi Mi^om 
captain has dropped into the capaei^ of moDfc. 
7he lieutenant soon gniw impadeni of hlm^hi 
this station ; for he had not been ii^b wm 
hour t^fore he discovered iim 4he iMUe ^- 
meily captain professed to be a se^^iHM ^wMt- 
out any knowfeiige 6f sekmeneish^-^Y^iu kniw 
that true saEors are not very patitiit •!' tbmc 
irho they imagine intrude upon their ealitg. 
Dwyer soon availed himself dfai dtrowMtaoce 
t>y which he got rid of bis mtfte. ' Ha^iJBflV' 
en orders according to eus^Mii in amadcKs- 
sels that the crew should ^be cdlMk hqmsiasf 
at a particular hour ; the mafe; ^at «^«i^k, 
the appointed time, ordeiM th^ dinAi «^»t 
for this purpose. Eitherirom ignonui6ei9iio6<i- 
tumacy, he had nOt first obsarve^the jmmiaiio 
of reporting the hour, and hearing 4liei|Mt(re 
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^ the commander of the ship who was tli«ii 
m t|ie cabin. Dwypr on hearing the signal, 
askejd the mate why he had ordered the drum 
to, beat without notifying the hour to him ? 
H^ replied he was calling the men to quarters ^ 
.iHtt a^r several interlocutions the commander 
took fire at the insolence of his mein or lan« 
" gtt^^t and made it a very serious business ; 
; Mlled for his dirk and threatened to hew him 
rdsmi if he uttered another word. CoL A» en* 
'teced into a warm discussion with Dwyer up- 
IDA tkis excise of power. The latter, how- 
.jei^eTi cfrde^M the KngUsh ensign hoisted union 
^ymiWfdBi as a s%n^ for mutiny. An officer 
mm Hfi^ firofn the Seine and the refractory 
iMtQ cwnreyed on board. You may be sure. 
we wi»re not displeased to find impudence and 
ignorance deservedly punished. 

O t m ht ^ l^^ When will this intolerable 

Toyafpe come. to and^cid ? How long before we 

, irittU iMve. paid the forfeiture of our civism? 

. Our ship- IB ^o t^neh crowded^ there is scarce- 

^ if roop 4m lleoi( ta manage ^e vessel* Our 

. fvovifA»m ^misvai ^ some bad flour, which is 

. fiitt^UMd for mikiog a clammy preparation 

. fipMS iti-^^pe coUod « podding; which taste* 

;i»s$ a»it k, is swallowed with avidity, as it 
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servers to fill tlk€ " achiug void'* of bijtjQ|^ 
stomachs ; add to this a small sup{4y of r^{ii» 
beef and damaged bread. Througji ,tHc iiUj 
providence of our cidevant captain, pxcvi^^uj 
to sailing, the water is short and what ^:c hayij 
bad, and the rum worse. In provisiops 41^ 
rum, the crew arc allowanced six to four^ thtt 
is, the quantity usually giyen to four i$ divid- 
ed among six. Water is served, out in h^ 
proportion. It is a common thing towarc^ 
night Jto hear fifty persons complaining, bitt^rlyj 
of thirst, and wishing in vain that they c^itild 
get a full draught of water, at the price pf 91^^ 
thing in their possession. This.shjip h» i^-^ 
cr, since the early times of tte exp^ition^a-. 
bounded in convciuetices, ai^d t^- t^aste, wcw;. 
. and tear, the few it had are extreipely redut^ 
in number. ' , ,• . 

. The sick and wounded that were rcjapv^^ 
. on board frpm^ the hospitals at Anjba^ sif^f 
' days before our depairture, are the^rcate^ sirff 
-ferers b>' our want of neces»rics and Qar,bld. 
accommodation. We arc particulac^ inter-. 
, ested for two young men, ki the height of vip^ 
, lent fever ; for whom w^ liavc nocordids, wr 
scarcely medicines. Oneof thenjabcwitiiiae-. 
teen years of age and very amiable, is tallk. 
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fitirnetl, who joined the enterprise at Ntt?- 
Tork ; and has always kept free from the low 
excesses and dissipations that have marked the 
eonduct of too many of our company ; when 
the opportunities pf indulgence were afforded^ 
We had little hope of ins recovery, but appeju*- 
ances are now more favourable. 

A voyage at the best, is a severe trial of 
tempers. The monotony of the greatest part 
rf the days, the want of incident and occupa- 
tion, and the necessity of being always togeth* 
er, dispose passengers, who have no stated du« 
ty on board, to be tired of themselves andeack 
•Aier and to abound in spleen. In our cir- 
camstances, the common causes of uneasiness 
are aggravated by peculiar irritations. Hun* 
^r and thirst are no promoters of patience and 
good nature, even in philosopberst and gentle- 
dien ; still less in such an ignorant and undis- 
ciplined mob as we have to manage. Col. 
Armstrong who commands the land depart* 
ment, has enough to do to keep his people 
quiet. The great subject of contention and 
trouble is the eating and drinking ; he has is- 
sued several orders, making arrangements in 
Al^ important business — owing to the smialU 
; ness of our cabin, ;and the great number of of. 
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ficers on boafd,,the tetter arc divided int# tbvce 
messes, wlio take possession ctf the. t^ble in 
«*iccessii*i. » . V ' 

' By this dbtribution the copipany isl^etter 
ilisorted ihan U would be, if the t:abin wen 
Jirge pnongb Jo admit the whole to $it at the 
same tiipe. Bu4 notwithstanding til the efforts - 
of the quarter master general and his assistants, 
there is much discontent and confusion. Hard-- 
\j a day passes that docs not witness disputes 
asd scoldipgs, \thich often termrt^te in arrests 
And confinements. The hungry dogs^ Who* 
Ofinnot help complaining, wear out the patience 
of their officer, erf which he has indeed but a- 
fmall stock j and he gives thetn passionate re- 
2M;|i|l3ands,or sends them off deck wt^der a sho\«- 
cr, of what in any other case wo6ld be called 
abuse, wiA orders not to sIk>w thetoselves 
tiiere again. Much precaution has been aised 
i^aiftst unQleanKneis and disease. The Indians,' 
who were natuf ally ii^ert and if they were iK)t. 
ipqlcstcd would be stretched on the deck for 
hour's, basking in the s^n,^or soused overhead 
and carp initi tub of water every day by way. 
. of stimulus and laverpent under the eye and- 
4ircctiQ|i of our in&ntry adjutant, I do not 
know that any of the crawling tribe have stray-: 
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:cd.«o'fiur from home as to be found on the 
dinne<*pUte of the quarter piaster general ; like 
the'temerarious little beast, whose impertinent 
visit awaited tbe^ wrath of George die 3d. m 
irreverently sung and celebrated by that wick- 
id' satirist peter Findar* But an apprehension 
af a similar or worse disaster, I presume has 
led this officer to proclaim war upon all the 
locks and curls of our non- commissioned offi* 
cers and privates. The order of the Sd inst. 
directed that their *• hair'' should be " cilt 
uniformly short all round*: i. e. so short that a 
6omb will lay between the head and scrssars^M 
which has accordingly been done ; and eveiy 
man^s head resembles a scrubbing brush. It 
.\vent'n;iujch against the feelings of mtoy of tfa^H 
to be shaved in thjU manner, as they valued 
their flowing hair ; but tj^ey could get iio ex- 
emption from the indispensable regylation { in- 
4ecd the qa;u ter master general thoyght it mer- 
ciful npt to behead his redbubtables. Capt« 
Atkins bus just afforded us a s^upply of provi- 
Siions, our exigencies obliging us to become 
petitioners. Col. Smith has se,nt some refresh- 
. ments for the s\ck : so that we have fewer wrjr 
'faces. The frigate Seine ha? had us in ttrtr 
■'almost erqjy hour since wcleft Arubt ; and as 
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^ is a fast sailing ship, we have the hofc of 
anchodng some where before long. '^] 

. Grenada^ October 21 su After a passage c^ 
twenty five days we have reached this island : 
where we only stay to take in water andf pro- 
visions, if Che low credit of our general and his^ 
expedition do not prevent, and then sail tor 
Trinidad. 

October 22(1. We have been more fortunate 
in getting supplies than we expected ; though 
we could only procure enough to last us to 
Port of Spain, Trinidad. The Seine sailed 
early this morning for Barbadoes with gencr^ 
Miranda ahd most of his suite on*board. Be- 
fpre they left the harbour our ship fired a sa-^ 
lute in compliment to capt. Atkins for his kind , 
and careful attention to us. Our salute wa$ 
duly honoured by the Seine. . [i 

JUieut. Dwyer quitted the Leanderthe mo* . 
ment she cast anchor, declaring he was nevpr 
so'** tirei of a ship^n his life;'* and no won-^ 
der, for his command was a perpetual vexation. - 
During the passage he had several quarrels 
with the quarter master^general, Who, he con- 
ceived, interfered with his duty. In these cas- 
es Dwyer treated this lordly personage witb 
very iittle cerewionf, and obliged him t3 sviC^ 
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dunb not only to his reasonable claimsi but I 
think som^im» to Iiis wiinlis and caprices. 
When Dwyer was not employed in settling his 
own disjmtes with the colonel he was defend^ 
is^ some ol the officers or men from his rude- 
ness^ amd vidence. Mr. ^raistrong^s tytanny 
was enough in inany instates to raise Uie in- 
^goatibn of the most indi^rent by^^stander. 
He oblige^ three officersy on very sli^t pMvo^ 
oatiofv to remain^ tipwavds of ti^ weeks of out 
lak passa^ on theshq^^s forecastle, denying 
tfcm the I'ri^crty pf waSkin^ owthe quarter deck 
Qt entering tlje cabnv. FrobaWy 9 number 
niore would have Ibeen put under the like sort 
of interdict h&d not the British lieutenant used 
bis ascendancy to prerant such an unaut^ioriz* 
fHi and irregular use of power.' ' ^s soon as 
^is officer gave up his place, ^|he matemeit- 
ttohed before took the command under tiie 
patronage of his old friend A. and we are now 
at sea tinder convoy of his majesty*^ brigf 
Qrenada, affording the officers and crcwof that 
vessel a perpetual source of diversion by the 
ridiculous manner in which this lubberly cap- 
tain manages the ship. , 

CoU Kirklandt who has nearly recovered of 
his wounds^ and eaptain Hancock are now at 
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St, Oeorges (Grenada) ^/^ralting for a .passage 
in a neutral vessel to Barbadoes, The fonBMor 
as agent for Miranda, and by bis express di- 
rection chartered the schooner Trimmer bf the 
latter to accompany us in our expedition. 
Hancock callied upon the general the day t>efore 
yeisterday to enquire wbe;ltl>er he should be dij$- 
charged an4 p^d agreeabk to ,^ lAip^latioiis 
of ;the ch^tcir i^arty. His exoellency pn^fesse^ 
to know nothing iibout the businesn ; and-witi^ 
a.rqdeness of which he is very papable, refusodf 
both to the agent and owqer^ e^her to d^s^ 
charge the vessel or to pay t|ie lore. This in- 
duced the parties qoncei^ned to follow hion .to 
Barbadoesywith a view to btingl\iH^ ^^ set^- 
iifient^ lest (in hisnaind) some ioiportant objep^ 
should call,hinv,siu4denly (o SfOglandt leaving 
ti>ein in u.e lurch. 

It should appear that Miranda Is eonvmoed 
of the death of his schemes ; and that be wi|l 
be no longer assisted by admiral Cochrat^e* 
Capt. Atkins is J presume instructed to take 
his charge to a plaae of safety and there |e3iy* 
h^jn tq bjimsclf. ., 
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LETTER XXIV. 

Arrifml at Trinidad, — Trimmer concern, — i?f- 
. ciption of Miranda and his /dlinvers at Part 
^ Spain. — Straits of the people. 

Port of Spain, Trinidad, Oct. 29, 1806. 

LAUS DEO! my good friend, my feet 
-Btc once more en land ; wc arrived here yes- 
terday evening. ; On the passage we were in a 
€ onstant state of apprehension lest 8ome acci- 
dent should befal the ship, from the ignorance 
or the man who had her in charge. His perti- 
*t^acious patron now finds and acknowledges his 
favourite is no sailor. Wc were several times 
ih imminent danger of loosing our masts ; and 
nigh felling to leeward of our port. After a 
heavy squall, in which there was much mis- 
management and confusion, the quarter master 
general in a fit of passion and distress (foi* he 
was alarmed lest the ship should upset) declar- 
ed that he would ** shoot the first man or offi- 
cer, be he whom he might, that did not per- 
form his duty with promptness and dispatch !'' 
and that in future he ** would carry a brace of 
charged pistols for that express purpose." But 
notwithstanding all this,and his own admission 
of the inability of his favourite, he still con- 
Irinues him in office i for iv/iat reason heaven 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



308 

md him^ GtAy know ; for I do 1u)t belicw 
•ur blundering caption \% as yet let into Uie 
secret. 

J» with several otbers have left the dbq» : and 
^nccrely hope^ never to pm my foot on her | 
decks again ; at least, I am resolved not to re* ! 
side on board while she is in pc»rt, as mioqr 
other officers are re()uired to do. They ait 
fools enough to submit to such an ordd*! 
though the quarter master general, in the pre. 
sent state of our aflTairs has no more real ly^i- 
thority over tbem, than I have over the cloit4l^ 

Neither t^ic Lily nor any of the vess^ vtW^ 
accompanied us to the Main have arriv^; nor 
have they been heard of. 

ik^^. 8/A. One of lus Britannick majesty^s 
mail boats arrived last evening from Barbi; 
does» on board of whichi as passengeri^ w^t^ 
coh Kirkland and capt Hancock, who Qientioe* 
that '< Miranda may be ea^pected to-mofflpiir,, 
as he left Carlisle bay in the £ngUsh $lo99 of 
war Melville, tlie day before the mail bofttfuV: 
Their object in going to Barbadoc^» as \ nGMe)^ 
tioned in my last, was to effect a sett|e9Knti|(/ 
Hancock's demand for the services of %}^ta 
schooner Trimmer. They arrived at Brid^ 
town on the moaning of Saturday, the gd ^< 
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Nbvertibefr The Seine, on board of which was 
tfite g^ncralj had anchored in the^ harbour thd 
previous evening. Miranda^s secretary had 
flifif^i^i lodgings on shore at the public bouse 
\flfifch his €x(*eJleilcy had occupied when ai ' 
B*jM3f«dbes, in June last ; bat hearing thaft Han- • 
code had «frived,he altered his plan and sought 
sltelter and protection in the admiral's ship, the 
Northumberland. The attorney general of the 
coI^iy was consulted by the ownei* and the 
Cd^ptsin^ He gav« bis opinion that the amount • 
c^^fessed in the <>haiter party was recoverable » 
against MiraYidii and the agent ako, mfiless the 
l^^O^tr J^ould'pr6?e that he acted in the t^an^ai^^ 
tit» by a delegated authority, whidi Miranda^ 
had denied i in^endkig by this artifice and eva- 
sion t^ etode payment* Every reasonable mea* 
sWPt was ait^mpted to bring about an adjust- 
ment. The agent requeued Miranda's pivate 
S€^rd(i»y to In^rpose } be de^ftim}, sa) ]|^ 
^^ thaft the gemral wasalre»^y so much soured' 
upoA this and other afloirs that i>e feared to ad- 
dafis^ ham on the subject.'* Xh^ joint owner 
Wfth Mftieoek, Mr. U. T — ^ applied to ad- 
mi^l CocYimn^f i&t liberty «o mtsA a sheriff^s 
offifecr on board to gcize the body ot Don* 

Ffiincisco. This bci n - trpu gnane to the pm- 
T 2 ^ 
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cipLes of bospitdky, could not be grMted li<||t 
the admira], while Miramia Was a gMst m 
bMrd bift diifw It a|ip€«rod, howevefv thait tbd 
lawi of the colooy would not petmit the 9e»£ 
viee of a writ oa the boc^ tf maey^ person »^. 
oa ahoie. The riwrtff m» hoc ftalei» w in' 
^ city of Lofidott^ wkh the iilurpmr^ by thi 
magick or real power of which he it enaUMl 
to seize the bodj of any person on sh^> boat^» 
or on the water. The agent wrote sevend ktr 
ters to gen. M. uiging.tbe o^xasity of miALUiy 
terms with these creditMiit tW diagi»w.«iA 
mischief woidd foUow ntgtect and imitettioH^' 
dMt they hi^ a i%fat to civil treatmetit M kfss^' 
b«t to be toW, when their vessel had been four 
months in actual senrice, and obedient to eve*, 
ry command of the general tha^ '< he kMVi: 
nothing of the captakii scdkdomr or agem^ 
\»aa cto^ the door of M^ici^k ad^astment 
^«d an exiMsbn of tSmc for payment to which 
they had offered to assent. The owners fins% 
proposed to trust for payment to Miranda's 
future success^ in. his vkws ^i the;.SfM»iiih^ 
colonies, provided he vould iarioflily mkao^A! 
edge the validly mi omouatfof 4MkiieibaoA<' 
Miraoda,> oalMhilingiM throwing 'titt the t«sl 
P<^>»»W*Hy <JB fab agent, or expecting, as he 
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1^ to be secure from all legal process at Trio* 
himd^ nvhither be meant to repair, wauld hold 
m$ CQitmrnmcation with any peisoh upon ihe 
s^jei^t ; * hut remained, on board ^e admirals 
ibip tiU die evmin^ pretiotis to his departure, 
whftn he w»f wmo^mA to tte Melville rioc^ <tf 
w*r9 m. whioh he is boody espect«d at tU^ 
p«t.^- 

' * The following affidavit and remarks relate to die 
vtatement in the text. 

^ tf }0HK HahcocK) ef die idand of Barbadoesi do 

sbiMaialy $wetr upm ^ Holy Evangelists of Almighty 

^M^nhji^ #ni 0r abottt the i^A of Jime last, I cM-^ 

tx^^ed with Georgfd W. Kii4;:laad,aA«fiQerintbe* 

lexpeditioneiMnmanded by genoral Fran: de Mir^daySiod* 

acting as agent in dii^bustnessi for the said generdf 

fof die employment of a achooner, called the Trimmer, 

TLt^cmSLtig to the terms and siipttlatk)ns contained in tiie 

said oMtract. iim&0t decteye, diat Hiomas Sandford, 

said to be from die IWisd^iSMea of Notdi Aineiiea> 

did apply to mte Soren^Ioymeat of the aaid schootter, 

at fifty dollars per day — that he did put arms, ftc. oa 

board the sdiooner Trinuner, for general Miranda» 

pnrsnasit to a contract whii^ he (general Miranda) msde 

vA& die said Sanford and Jofeph Bush, by his agent, 

Gfeorge W. l^ddand, a»I was dien told, and hare 

stMe h^raed whc a hct. SoMoe thue in the mondir- 

of July iast^ at Trim4ad» or as I now leeoUect ai^ be^ 

Ueve about the, aoth, I catted upon general Miranda to 

foiii the hmv part qf ^id contract (added uxider ^n 
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When Miranda arrived at Port of Spain ti^^ 
persons above mentioned proceeded to obtain 
justice by legal process. Hancock petitioned' 
governor Hislop, who submitted his case to the 
judge of the colony, by whose consent process' 

H» B.) ob^inglum to give security foi theonpbymet^ 
of this schooner before her departure from TrinidaiL, 
The said general refused to give this secuTity^ saying, 
'* that he did not ?free to that part of the contract.'* I 
was also informed by his secretaries^Mesfflrs Fitzwilliani, 
and Molinijthat the f^tt2\ (Mirtnda) acknowledged/yr 
had no objection to any other part of the body of the 
agreemejAti but thathe^vxHildsnakenopaymeattnorgiYe^ 
any security, b^fone his arrival on th^ Spanish Main. 
I therefore dispensed wiik his gifing the security $ and 
was then receiviiig, and have hetn crer since receiving 
and obeying his (general Miranda's) orders, until the' 
a I St of Octd>er, through coL Amistiong, his quarter 
master general, and other officers, receiviog on board 
troops and ^ms, debarking 4i» same, &c. Upon the, 
arrival of general Miranda at Grenada, on the 2 ist. 
o( October, having left Aruba on the a6th Septan- " 
tember, I waited on him, on board the frigate La Seine. 
I'^sked him ** what I should do with my schooner' 
Trimmer^ and whether any arrangement for a settle* 
ment could be made," General Miranda re^ed, *^l, 
know nothing about yQur schoosier^Trimnwr, Mr. ^an* . 
cock. You may. go Where yo^a please, and do what 
you please with your schooner. Have yoU any thing " 
to shew and prove that I .^n^Ioyed y0m schWaW 
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was ordered^ A^trial was 1^ on the SOth of 
January^ 1807. It appeared cm this trial, by 
the affidavit of Mr. Th<»nas Saofwd, that Mi* 
randa did in the most explicit manner author* 
ize Kirkland to contract for the schooner ift 



TTimmet ?'' I answered, <« that I had not hU {general 
IkCranda's) obligati^i but diat I had the hand writing 
of his agent, which vras as good.'' Who is that agent ? 
said General Miranda, <^ coL KixUand," I replied. 
Then said general Miranda, << let col. Ki^idtfid come 
forward and shew what authority he had to make sudi 
a contract. I know nothing about yonr schooner Trim* 
mer, and have noditng to do with her.^ Some other 
conrersation to the same import passed between tts, 
when 1 retired. JOHN HANCOCK. 

Sworn to before me this 27th day of November, i8o5. 
CHAS. S. MIDDLETON. 
After die ciq>taln had met the repulse mentioned in 
the affidavit, the agent who sailed in the Leander, 
thou|^t it necessary to pay his excellency a visit on 
bo^d die Seine. His account of this interview is thus 
related. ** Upon stating the object of my visit, Mi- 
ramia observed, * that he had talked enough about that 
business at Trinidad, and he Wished to say no more 
about it.' I replied, < we shall be obliged to talk more 
about it, sir, and come to a settlement ; and as I am not 
wanted onH)oard of the Leander^ I wish for permission 
to go to Barbadoes, for the purpose of making such ar- 
rangements, as 55'iU exonerate mc from a responsibility, 
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his behalf^ and consequently that he \^a8 exon- 
erated from any further responsibility. San- 
ford ttetified, that Miranda had applied to him 
to charter the schooner, that he requested an4 
urged him to assist Kirkland, who was bis 



under which, by mistake. It seems I am unfortunately 
hoiAetu DoyOuwiih,sbr,t}|9it lahDiddbepersettBiedi 
embaMnrMlcd §oA dbitfeMcd iocaiwcqwDce oS an oUif 
gallon incun^d exptea^y iax, ypur hcs^t i h^ 9$ 
appeal to the honourable sentiments of. your heait| 
' whether it would be just that I should suder fc^ ea« 
c^gements contracted for your expedition and by your 
iwrdcr?' * No* said Miranda, * but if jroti will go^ 
£arbadoes and attend to contracts and eomftnerc^ Jf^ 
fifttrs, you ciimH>t attend to your BU&ary duty/-' .A|t8t 
some further conver$ation, in which the gemadi§]iai^ 
ed^ if possible, as little regard to the rules of url^iMf 
and good breeding, as for the* principles of common 
honesty, I obtained leave to go, Jn such vessel as i 
could find, and also permission to be accompanied 1^ 
one or both of the officers who had been witnesses^tb 
the contract, with a view to have their testimony id 
proof of ,my 4gency, On returning I notified licut. B** 
^f the general's ptrnlussbn. He went on shore pre* 
spared to accompan^^ ^ ; the next morning he receive^ 
an order to return on board the Leander. Upon ex- 
planation with Armstrong, then acting as chef d*Et^ 
major, I was told soon after the permission above ^ 
given, he was instructed by Miranda not to suSer lk\&L 
B. nor any other person to leave the Leander hut jny^ 
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agent, in completing the contract, and that \ 

they were authorized to give sixty dollars per 

day, whereas it was engaged at fifty dollars. 

In the course of the trial Mr. Fitzwilliam tes- 

tified, Ihat, before Hancock sailed, he, as.se« 

eretary of Miranda, assured him that his. pay ; 

would depend on the success of the expedi. 

tksn. As Hawadc proceeded vrkh >Ae ohar- 

ter ptrty in Ma pos^ssion and a counterpart 

iiiAhe.hands of the general, which stipulated 

that he should have fifty dollars per day with* 

coit any. condition annexed, or any .kitimatioa 

of such a connexion with the event of the ea« 

terprise, he alleged that his demand ought to 

be sustt^ed. But the court paying ti^ore te« 

9pect to the jparole evidence of FitzwilUam 



gipU. -^y this scandalous inhibitioii, ht undoubtedly 
.expected to deprive me of the evidences which would 
be necessary to prove that I had acted under his au- 
thority in this business. For the same reason I con* 
dude that he told me I < could not have a passage in 
the Seine,' thinking to delay or defeat my arrival at 
Barbadoes. But from what I have learned and expe- 
rienced of this mail, aside from the efirontery and base.- 
ne|§ with which, he lus violated truth in denying my 
authorised agency in this affair, I am jprepared to ex- 
^t any degree of in;ustice, "^^vhere he has a mothre . 
'^i ( can promise himself impunity.^ 
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tbHiJta the let^r of tlK oootnet; •< 
to bfar other mtinon jr wfaick BMM«k-*fe.cttd»> 
•d wished to introdqce, 4«a4ed tint A«p». 
Aoas ocBcernoii mu«t wnk ftr dw 'tmmmwi fiw> 
ther attemptji on the Spsnis)) Mmb, f*'^*^ 

Trimdaif Jfwmbm\ iMk^ ^^M^ - 

aad I bKdkve«Fc gdm^ Mtiflfied tia^ s«fe 
ij||^. more w^. be done^ Thr i|i9iii€«t tlM& 1^*^ 
ander Arrived, the afiicqrs and mea who jeaaat 
MJbravidaliere lcftl))^sfa^^«|K^ 
rcjq;»eotiy e. bomcs. , Sever^ o%cr$ mA Am$ 
or four sailors who w^re exceedingly ilk^ii^ 
^er^ lest thejr. afaooUt infect the irfiip,4.ift»rr 
brought privatrijroa shore^ Thejc .ymteJai^ 
without beds or co>^ering 4isi the floor a^.% 
room^ ill seeured i^iost the weather ,^ in an okkr 
soure part of the<own, and wfrr tUs^iiX^fA 
evcrjr convenience and cqmfort except wj{pp|: 
the inhabitants gave in charity or some pf.thieiei 
officers procured at their own ftespofisj^bilHi(»i 
It was distressing indeed to be sick a^ this^pf^ 
whea oa account-.of the disrepute of tbt: esopiM 
d•^tioI^ few people thoijtght the Hvcs of oMI^ 
fort of Minmcbnians worthy^ ,of mud) nsgai^t. 
ahdKKranda had neither laqqej; mx credit, &^ 
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^i^Jwm^lfkMbiWMymtko )wieiid» service 
AlijfiidMdMi^ &H 4 Ttctbii to the lerer in ten 
iimf% itfttr Mi avrK^, audi abe one ef the sail- 
mmtmmiAUifm* Time was consideivlte 
<ai|ij Illy mfcttittg these taiaibuyied, for waM 
nf money ta btay co&is. Uagres wai tlifowii 
iiitii.ihe j^urth ^fi^;di0iit one. Aftef macfh dto- 
lijr nrii iMmftfev^ItoMiiMii was interred bit 
jQbftn Mlidtbe «siiid mlitfter) bjr Means of^ 
tnhs^iption raised among tb^ ofiltdrb r "Mlib 
indeeijt manf ^ them €l#«ftd hardly keep fhtm^ 
wAvms torn \MUig^^c% ^4Ik ^mb {ko^#»il^ 
«Mii 4ciiiiltiesS) #httbthey hrid 9ccasi0h t6 

*: Ow ve^ptiftm atid tsrcatftntot In tbls'tslmil 
4tm^mmm\1^^6ry dSftilsnt frdm \\4iSt we exf. 
•frrimeed) \?heh we were ftere before. At that 
tl«e^ ttotwlfli^ndiftg tfw iniuencc of a nume- 
0m^ Ft^nofhafid Spanish party, opposed tootit 
-MlVefne^ of course, the gotemor espoused it j 
lutowing lltet it teid received enccmragement 
from higher a^tKorkies thali himself, Th% 
g#r«rtiritent htm^e wds gifrfen to Miranda fbt 
fcis residsnce ♦ and toot the name of hca4 
T^tftrteni. ' Ttie governor and officers^ civil 
and military paid him the respect Which cof- 
t«%>onlled to the ratOc fire ctantted#' 116 re^ 
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c^ivod many visits, and hb design many g^ 
«ri:ilies and benedictions from merchants ^| 
ctthers, though after gome time, as we delay^ 
long, there were signs of distrust; and the pc^ 
illarit]r of our project was not sufficient to pro- 
jcure any omiaiderable <)uantity of suppUes or 
Marobor of men without money. The mea^ 
ivhich were presented to Miranda, by the oflfer 
of^qiarchfmts already mentioned, he tibouglk 
fHToper jtp reject. 

: T}ic tables are now cfaan^. We are 
trusted with infinite contempt as a body^ 
IhfHigh many, individuals, who in other cirpu^l- 
. stances, would be entitled to resp^t^ hsive 
friends who spai^thei^ Itwaswithdifficultr, 
when we fir^ arrived, after our abandonmeat 
«f the Sf^sh Main, that the officers conl4 ^ 
Jodgings on shor^ We are suspected of plop' 
4ler £ thougjb the tattered a|ipearance of maw 
and the^miserabte looks of others ou^t in all 
j«ason to do away such a suspicion. We us*- 
jTd to be distinguished by the sounding names 
jCS Columbians, Mirandoniao8-«-now we are 
jpaUed adyenturers, merry andrews, &c. We 
Me laughed at iind scoffi^d by . the very pojf- 
lace jin tihe jtrects. 
At ^bottt ten o'clock on. the morning of tb( 
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fdi tlie ItfMfi^e sloop of w»r appeared in the 

pfipiiii^ A ic^rt soon reached town that Miran^ 

da ws^ oa bo«rd» A committee^ appointed 

lo^y the merchants^ i^Ksembled for that purpose. 

iri^aited on gavenK>r Hislop^ requesting him to 

prpliibit Miranda's landing. His exceHency^ 

having listened to their representations, desired 

{rooi them a written memoiral, upon which he 

promised to ask the opinion of his council* 

Soon after the committee had re^ed, and pre^ 

vijo«M.to tte sittbg of the ccmncil, Miranda^ 

c|tt^ d'Btat major, peaented himself to tto 

^l^vemor in £tvour of his master. General 

jHi^lc^ observed that he was vefy awkwardljr 

situated ; tbst the merchants in abody had called 

for his interfierence. ^^The commerce'^ said lU[ 

^ *^ pf the island is nearly destroyed —the articles 

of life,for which we are dependent on the Maiii» 

frcNhithe almost total suspension of infercouiis« 

/ htaycf kicreased it many instances from fifty tp 

one hundred per cent. lEven the Spanish iMn^ 

ches have Bed from the port this momingi with 

their mcmey instead of goods, as tliey are liable 

^ tp he punished with death by their own goy.- 

eniment, if they ire known to have been heap 

during Miranda^s residence cm the island ;'^ he 

. ^|d ^^ he had requested the merchants to mdk^ 
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9 mcnorkl, Kl»pk fte dioiiUb fitttift^W lift 
cov»ci), and sbpnkl bcflvided ly Ihim teite^ 
iotu"-^$«in farther prWate fiM»ilcmiiiw^iiM, 
sed between tlmiit wlmi «ir fwfiai% tafi#^ 
tor retired* MirmdM, bMrcvtr^ aUrfe n iMBidit: 
¥p«i the govecnor,* nraiorWAkto inlOMMlf. 
-^While the hutter ivpie gxemljl'igi ilitelMefttt: 
^ revoUitmiis hfd ^Iwded trilfa hk mm^miM 
to the surprbe and prqjxibiv vtaoMiteiu^f dmi 
vriio werq enicsvoring to etfect hii flKiliini»u» 
IfTQieated bimictf to theKosrenor indift ewMb^ 
cil okambcr. It is »id tljat Jdirsak^ Ji4d M*4 
ceired some imiaation of iMa lNiaiw«^ w^^^ 
kastened bis Indimp* ^'It ■ i» alio WfiWKad'ilMlcl 
the capui(| of liut Melvitte had receivciii jiMl-' i 
Bgenct of it, and therefore dc«»aaia«d^ #«^d 
fermity t# lib orders^ taptec Uiyi«ii.«hair<i i. 
fi^tever iifght be his-iate afketwards*' Tbai^c 
rumours are not improbable, aa he'^iiwi i^a^rcd.^ 
fa the shore, befbre the ship had ^Mae 4iklmj 
flist miles of the wharf. * -^.^ 

The governor and council held their seance* 
"tht result of their deliSerations vaa in aiib- 
^taocei that to intardiet the t^ iHpiil w y Vliil ^ 
^tetice of Mirandl <m ^ islanid; weulA^ISb ix*^ 
pngmntt to those principles of hospilafttf^^^ 
wl^h should posses^ the breast of every l^i^ 
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^BiAamdb^'^Wm Aej ateu^ itk memorialists; 
thtttjob tfnuueiity aavador military, should foe 
•btlft Hm* port, nndet tlie ^recticms of 
exce{il itt pursuance erf* positive or* 
^tes^ftoih 1^ court of St. James. 

Hie meMcnrial mentioned a^ve gives a de*^ 
txft of libe iiliMries alieged ta be sustained by 
ilmrmctentiit interests of tl^ islsrid since, ta 
(Ant iU oMi woids, ^* '^ irimission of Miran-^ 
da^ 4h»ii«lid«rihg'Mvefri»rer and his associ^ 
tte«w^* It proclaims in pressing language the 
ftMMl Bcsrcity i^ money; tfie total want of cus^' ' 
tak; the f&nMag of goods, the'eikibargb o£ 
9§mUk^%mmdtin^ andthekcreasedand stilL 
iqfikoimig price of provisions r which I am told,, 
bai^naen too per cent on some iM^ticles andiK 
« prater proportion on otfiers, since the m&m^ 
Qt^m jgenerd. If all thb be true^ theyrhava 
froit nftsoii- to comphitn ;. and I have no doubfe 
itis ; im^bt merchants, tlie French and Span* 
i^ in particular, ai% constantly sending, awajf 



^ Hie wwcdt ami bis Mum^wete afiteroafdaerasd' 
W^ pofcunittee wko drafted the meneti^rij out q£ 
ftspect to the feelings of Miranda's officers, whom it 
ooidd have licen luijost to blame for evils of which be. 
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the mkn, h»v'c etia^ioiAiM iMt kirfl^fiMd 
tbtte ippens t* fc« m enllre s«gnlMlofr«f*b0. 
siDeas. AUthif te«hargc«tO'Mt««(i*i>«lft(P«» 

nttw jttst spolMli, tt« ficwt*#» »>i l i,im 
tnte between lie IMft aH«4lltei!tlt(tS^ ^'Hfc- 
^riAetandfoifr iliv imr, teA ^■Mta (teM «» 
miicli interear Hi cw ig i w iin p ^mir <i»iwiHi>^MI 
ittMooorw, ilM ft is i l wmi n e d oi» eeMMbk 

armies of £«i^ wMdltmm96,'mitP^tm^ftim^ 
tations 4f Trim«aa eatmet ej^'wUHlM Mil- 
iar 8«f plies of mtalei t6 work \hxkt m U b'Aii 
ftesh provl^tM lor mAw inHMltiMHbi '• TMIse 
tumches in Inly last were cmbiS^ftti IMlat 
itoee weeks at life ifctjuest w •WwWhK? -wbb 
Aey n^t nqt chivf lAfbrma^StMi^lHI'^* 
parafiQns ftr tending i8 ^nx tHH^ip '^^ 
measurjf occasioned so much inconvertSSace 
- and was so unpopular, that the govemoif^as 
dMIged itt tsflffe'h dff sevtf id days 1il^»*3puj; 
^paftdtb. ' Its contmuaoce was ef^uaHy |i(itec- 
cessaiy and oppressive^ It was fiBst| B ^|) M » M 
<<> con<!ci^the knowledge (tf Mto uiiU¥ l O ii i! 
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iilfoiiilMi ttflte SfmM^Ifftki, imd tb6 ftciUtf 
ttMt «Mili tMto'ftti|)i^Mw oiM( of the ]3ari)o«r 
ijiF-tlit iiiglti «dd«d t0^die imrtleniey oT niMf 
jgf ■^<te iilyiHilyiilia agtiMt #ie txpfdition, the 
^gdrvtOMf «f OiMcoM #Qceived mtcHig^xice of 

;^lwi btfAg k«^imliie l«t4E>rjiity, whcA^ec-hiKl 
mfiff ^mlioivA w 4l» gulf m-tb^ 344b ^Jmw. 
WTIkeiirtlib €»ribatrgo iv»& mi Minm^tiyA 
•the aidrati » ufce fo ^iwsilf 4iitt mm^of.ff^ 

i mutiBg^ m tifrtiiUlpigjfci wpraL The m^« 

. «m fuid dimcffi #(lfaMe likiw)ie« were a ^ pi f l 
^Moiitt die 9#T«ramMt hottte ), Mimi^«»- 
-tftaMMiiwd i^iinplMilieift wiNb a belief iliftjt>e 

t .JmUM^ eM4»aim Iw -vatwi. were so honowafajfe, 

n Inow ^vdpt be ^mie ^Qifig. 

' fitniapiMdtartcijr tfaitowsi M4evao4tlwee:i«ho 

^ iB»uiifxnicweliieia4iAiae iifctfl^cdcit^eii^ 

appeiet k>4lmr «eeJMi« fiiireiy imllM^ |>adgfe 

> i* . in ep t ^gtpf«i40»r ; Md^lbafie, iivhocetild^Mlt 

.^eibiahk new 'gapNneiitS) wmeiiied in fiieir shift 

4eeMes Hfttilibe ea|f6» ertfd €ofll were atldi<. 

Uii«|^$il^40 ^fiieti^lttljri%> «ii9w4be^<>^»Mt 
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an a^wn fran 4««fe;.4»4 .fetigwFi i ffltJ i M i M i lir 

tine*, but und^r tbe roof ef »li|»«ip«|[Ai»<r 
Ijr of tbe.^rit^iikfpaf^. liev.. btd 
so|iMe^$i aodt])eiii)eitu«dtowi 

iqg »£ c«ae aftfr.the 'ptypMiiiM JlM i L i m i WlKrf w 

his abortivfii attegipl at,r<a N i 9ti < i fc . .{ 't t .yo; 

TM difficoltjf fit ¥«vi9i!liii»«MM»dtMiMw 

jKwi^to fit^c^^oH.tfar i.tt i n*|jw y " it ii » ti >l m i 

«vaac«aius<|tsfiOiitipaafl|«iin#».r. >WlMn«iBMi 

«d £Mr mooey iorjt^.«eliel4if ,«h«^ 

buqr tfie.diBad, l)e^M4 ]»o4«4; 

iod^ji^ «o Ms j&ip»4» imc^k 

A>^ of the mmr titwir JM^aiitHiaiw iiMy m 

be^ fMde fjefm diCilpt toiai««mr i 

^^gawsH. tfaftfiit sbAiild txftwtfa eoiiiind jw—ii ^ 
m i^%\m ei^lMad to. be;4Riowiatit ^jdik^fcin 

il>tepiiiptcJBind»fartiVioeofJ>i8i»nplrn«MitJo 
expect to ivcwo.ilKpir; wages ontiof rdafttoWVC^ 
ore, yd»^ it bft hadiHtF^^M^y i^Mp mmtUf )<| 
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mnP^rVHOM-^fMQ^ MiV otcif cnppira or OffDK- 

JPMMlm^ iVlMtiwiw^tfjr f«ti>tii««t or not/ 
i»4HB<i«Mi^-Hnli -dllbf«ms« tons, ^e»we' 
HM«<ib<«ktiell^ to #M it ^e Miild<«-^xeep(' 
llBWrtf iliilw |irii1t:B«toitjii» it Umpm wlio' 

tMi, «e ll»w»|i»Bfs;'lMen cdttged to suf^ort 
uHtg, trtmn oft^o«f4 Aip, wt tu 
«$' t3«'sl«Mss protrkted- 
:lii'#w «iHt»*4ini-iMi|>ti aad' M Araba «i 
mmi wmriiiliiiiiiitWNummf twM fontieib.' 
"ElietfMhMiflf wbalMvi. ee«i«trui plainer i« if^ 

'oiirlaide». . *' v . ■-' 



•(tiWWiiil(iiAlXiiiii'4li*:«r««f|s ««*« MMKt 



t TriiiMiilt, Hrnf Will |iraifft^| 
oc^uM tof this moBCTV'ii* ti»- fwrfimr >«^''' 
fi9«ii««that4lebti^ til «ai tepoaM*: ^ i>n <- 
io«l»«BA laiiiai'a tmit llirn witlNfgf aairflWBlK '*- 
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^MHld JBwehrBii iliriiiaid.ty.li0rMMJit,^n|>|ig 
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ffcunt oNtttsc^ Ihtitift Jiifc.rtiiBii lnjiji 



■df l i ili iiiiiii io=ttyi»4»irttcig;» 
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-*The'tMoeH, t^xWota^y Oa^iati tthamf 
iftesftetBai^letmr «» liinuiiiV ^MMhiff tiwir 

MtargedM^dchtB, w it wtr ittpouiUe UNf 
«iuU ktve *e iated ImnnUjr wJiUst tkcir 
AiMtMlsts IrrlwilinI iiufkl . This IcMor tmt 
Wn i ir dt to tf w i gc nawa lyy 4it^«ftGcrmlMMr 
HtHhe MAMribonu' .!& copoelfeaaDy gnv « 
^IMirliA«iMmlitlaiftlkMnae««Mbt ^Tlm 
W4fee > fcnf> «nUUwb4|^kteidia vMmmI 
pifii^^attie iOmf^iknf mm mniAm iwiu im- 
4kt^ (hey.lMd oo^rigte to -^-f — ' rr*- iVIip 

)«^ he-Coal* ;(ttlilf 4i«p«M»Mfh9lhMe v^ 
-.ami* «» n . t wn» »i f lUiw ^ jnux tf 4h»f 

-io«t very veU ttdpi^ «Mi Jm» mmm^itak 
Oie Ubesty •f waituig^wi Im Mt«HMi«r«l4«M 
qoMersi tbey ^mm.m4 ao (biMr HiiUncnl 

by tetter. Upon tlie fiihiitt 9f «|( fllempit f 
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mimAfi^ aliawfottti 1111 jiaxIWiifB 

Attt te had p— iMi»wr tta|HMi>iJi ■hi-Wt 
fM. Tke MX* 4ay iter <ltt >app>id«lion» te 
«fiiredtik pajrote:tU(A«C 4hrir diteii«tttel 

1ms vAUAk g*vamHisI nknd imtoMhD U •• 
t>li9»^t0k rt^ iwe ihan tint tfr«p«rtion> ani 
UttftisfiMitoilk.'* mttttmfjk. 

lib».lMB^ «<» oIntfBe %A f»cfMtt aar«X9ili{A^«l6 
«li(»^sciitf]Mil(Hil)r4e«atiiHUglM ilMitt^AiMtagMMi? 

|t% tKpc^MM 19 egifip^l <attr Hw -dEoen MM# 
««f«e frtdi liii»«o ^mtfir Spain ioieave ftrat4h»i 

Itig limt m^e^mA INtiti 4te goirer*«r tirdVi 
«4k<? wb^tiadl f«q«Mit«d ptrmiltidfl U^^eii^'^ 
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: ffltt, tfaitlts yoa came hom 
wilb gimoA Mmndsi tdigaged with htm on 
the smriet lie ntedttates ; and as you, or anjr 
<)jliieifriiiiitiiriiiii^|»¥ef^ permiaaieiir to tei&de 
hMT i ifcia hufmtithf arJkr tfan you kmiiediv 
^fl^.eMteflio^ bttard AeircMel w^ 
|wa hefe«. Theaftnnrt of |»ltceteve dbec* 
IIOBs to Mifwee this oiANr fii^ir^ 

i> • ' TOIV initti^ efcc!<ttBitt» 

' ibmnUe Mtmnty 

; (Sigiieif TiUI. WALKEH, 

jb> ^ -rfrf. 5irr'ry. ' 

\ ¥ott ofeMffve /Itet the pMcip^ of ifeisr pro** 
l l i rii ri og^ e a; tip4ii *to <iH <rlwi came here wittr 
>^ttfai»Aa; ai^i if any oAsDr haA proposed to 
^i|^.he>woold probably Have been greeted 
imtli tte samf letter^ As a jM-oof <^ this, the 
provost mandiUl of 4iecotony> was ordered by 
the governor to iNwt bn the coininamlant df 
^ North America*^ hi^iitry« antd ret^est him • 
to see alt bis teefeiJrtid offoe^ on board ship 
previous to oittr MA!higi» By thte cunning ex* 
poiient our chief wwed Mmsetf^^m dib ne- 
cea^rof fad^^'hit oficersf to- pay their 
debts |i^^»id4ittl» same time put it Mt^f their 

^ilte»to4Mif«baviier?iee^ RiffititproiftMe 
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that many would have been il^iosed toj 
at that time, when it bore a pramifiaiig.a|{itai^ 
aoce. Governor Hislop wduld not faeavie .'toufr 
Med him^f to isstie sudi aa oider bullariiife 
instigation of Miranda ; nor then iflbe iteHnA^ 
sign had been explained. It wa» cortu^ iht 
governor was made to bdieve, diattheofisMs 
had been guilty of some misbdiavicNirr I«i 
led to this' opinion by the knowle^^, ttait^ 
laws of this island require every penMi Uffof 
his debts, or give secui^y^r the iMmteottlm^ 
*ing ^ place ; ^also from tiie eonsiiefitid^ tlirt 
on our return, though many are an a «tate cf 
starvation, and Ammom vessels ace wifog to 
take them a\#ay, no one is p&mimBAto 4^fmf 
without conforming to thb l^^l Ufage^ * 



J^ETTE^XXV- 4 

*J)ispmtion of the British commanMn^^^MI^ 
sion to England. — Process (^amst LeatdHtf 
-^Dispersion of officers and mtf«k— ^iap</ 
the prisoners. — Ihtertepted leittff^ » JumiUr 
gencefrom de Rou^ray.-^ Qharocti^Sfi -■ > 

Porto/Spain^ Trinidad ^ Norn. 30, iWKfe 
IT is now well ascertained that die Ait* 
Ish conynanders in the West-Ia^ie? #1(1%^?^ 
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aii tt> Miranda wtAout advices and 
^evdari from government at hom^. What ad« 
mird Coclmi»& has done hitberto is said to 
li«re been {Mssed over if not approved. Hi^ 
^fti^da here were alarmed lest it should esepose 
iibn ten censure^ But the purity of his inten- 
UosmBl being onqu^stipn^le, it was probably 
aDK)p:mdeml tfa^t his general authority to mole^ 
MsiA destroy the (^neoqr <^his Britannick ma- 
^|69ty m^^ justify the partial encouragement^ 
wl^Ai he ^ve to ow design. Also, the sense 
e£' liie Brititsh govcmttefit was -expressed at 
thb time they had received news that we had 
obtained a foc^fing on the Spanish Main and 
^were exp^tcd to do ^eat things^ Since the 
chieftaii;! has wgf^mtA^ a castle builderi with- 
out system or efficiency, without foresight oc 
l^ohiptitude) the admiral is beyond a doubt 
heartily sick of being associated with his plans. 
.Ve wouki be glad to forget the past and never 
>ha«r the name of the revolutionist again.. Ve- 
\. ry far< wfli he be^frpm any further engagements 
:%m ^s bttsiiKss. He thinks himself fortunate 
in pot being saddled with the expense of it and 
v^lf^ to fear for his command. He perhaps is 
^^silde that he had occasion for his well earn* 
* ,-^i?f^rt with his government and his rcsjpcct- 
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ibk nuieto scteen htm from impkAstot aii^« 
madversions or proceedings of adoiiaklrflttm^ 
One circumstance, amidst others^ g9ve him 
just dissattsfaction and might have caused him 
trouble. When we left Trinidad^ 'H was :Mf^ 
posed we should iwt, in i&oosing the pla^^r 
kndingi pass the limits of his cruising gsonmi 
But Miranda for certain reasons shaped Jm 
course for Coro, which ouried Iiim iato the 
limitsofadmiralDaa»s^stttiffii. It w a^t h r o ag ii 
the good understandiol; ott^gr that ^xkted hfr- 
tween these admtr^ that tbif trei^iata id te 
squadron under the direction of o^ ^^M^er dd^ 
not occasion difficulty and ^ontetit. . ^ 

Miranda, cs^ulatif^ on the suf^ppsed frns^ 
ciples of the present admini^ation* or enogftr 
raged by specifick kiformation, has d»fatdt)(# 
an ambassador to the court of St Jaoaes* ^^ 
are asking tbemselres whether it is . lulyifiiUt) 
to cling to the wreck of the expedftipntiU the. 
result is known. It is h<^p^ the minbter^wi^ 
have as much success inrQoo<nmendinghiM||^ 
at this court by good sense, and dignity iip 9C^ 
rious negociation as htp has had bjr flatterf a^ 
compliance at our head quarters* ^^ Qrutot '^ 
an honourable man'^-— He is neither moren^ 
l?ss than he told a lady be was at Coro, ^i^jffs 
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quired if he was not formerly fr#m St. Doming# 
-^^'•^ t iam madam, Gaston count de Rouvray '/* 
February 2^th. I am near the end of my 
evantfiii story. Soon after the Leander arriv- 
€d here the sailors went in a body to the house 
bf the governor and represented to him that • 
feey were hungry and naked and wished his 
Interference to enable them to obtain their wav 
ges. The ship had no stores and they no em- 
ployment. They would be satisfied, they de^ 
daredy if they could receive such a portion of 
i&eir dues a* would be suifecient to help them 
back to their own country. Upon being in- 
filmed that they were sailors and not soldiers 
lie assured them he would attend to their situ- 
ation' and see it redressed; They waited for 
some time and endeavoured to settle their ac* 
counts with Miranda, and the ship's agent* At: 
length they applied again to the governor, whor 
£rect^ them to put their grievances into the 
fortn of a petition. A statement was made of 
their situc^on and jsignedby thirty three," the 
^ole number' that remained of two hundred^ 
and sixty shipped^frorai America. The othera 
liad disappeared by capture, desertion, impress^ 
ment,. imprisonment and deaths This petitiot^ 
expressed that they hud boen- shipped aboard 

W 2. 
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the hcamdcr at New-York, as stam€a fiir « 
Vbyage to Jacquemel or other ports in St. 9cm 
ttingo, and back, were taken wilii licr S^ 
port to port aod made to perform variousr'sieii^ 
vices by sea atid land, for which tl^ eonsM^ 
ered die was answerable. By consent ef Ae 
governor their petition was referred to tiie Jtrf^ 
of admiralty, legal process was had and a libel 
issued according to law. By the managemeM 
of Minmda, the course of justice was arresldi 
and no provision made for the sufering meiii 
He pretended to consid^ the measaret fi^ f 
process as highly improper. As iibwever^ 
was insisted that the men had a rettedy kirtlil 
ship, he stayed the process by declating to tM 
governor upon his honor, tliat he expfec^ed if^^ 
nittances by the next packet from £ngln& 
This delusive i^edgewasrepeatlsfl fh»m Mondi 
to month and answered the purpose Cff prslracft» 
img or defeating a Itpl decision in the mctik 
time various arU and pretexts were ah^X^ff^ 
.to reduce the number of claimants to the dbUf. 
Some had obtained permission to go on A^ 
fw work. There availing tiiemsslves of fl»s 
permission was afiierwards pretended by MInsB* 
da to be a forfeiture of their claim to li^agttu 
^hits if they remamed on boati^ liky4tfK » fce 
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llfisard of stirvadon» if on shcH^, even wldi 
peoefnisakni, they were to be deprived of tbetr 
if»teimt in the ship. Groundless charges of io- 
siibordmalkm wece brought against oUiers, who^ 
at the instance of Miranda were either confin- 
9^f or pressed on board British ships of war« 
TlpiQsc officers who interpo^d in behalf of these 
finfortunate men, and endeavoured to procure 
%kem justice, were represented as promoters 
^disconleM and insubordination* Individuate 
ctf these officers, involved themselves mpeeu- 
niary straits, to save them from distress. The 
jjeneral was not content with his attempts to 
iii$fe^^4r ^^tions for the relief of his owa 
ipca{(Ler Imt eiidea:vt»ured by false colourings 
tMdling their justice and feutnanily disobedience 
and misrule,to produce misunderstanding, cof- 
lision and embarrassment between those gen- 
tlemen and the government here. TThe gener- 
jA is in the habit of making every thing bend 
1U^ his purposes. What was the life, health anfl 
^operty of these people weighed against his 
'dl/esire to save his ship as long as possible ? 
. Pairing the time, he has been greeted With 
many and various applications ftam his fbIlo\^- 
*rs^ resulting from their wants and uncertain 
'"MlWttMivs seme of l^em he bas answered by 
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CMmtedftay^lifice and aequiotsto^^ tdl^afdh^ 
didr ^geocrcd, others by dismissal from serv%e 
10 it is caUed. The letters* in the tiotes ifiB, 
aibrd a specimen of these prootediogs. ^1^ 



♦(COPY.) 

Port of Spain f Nov. i6/^, iSo6. 

Your Excdlciicy, ' 

I htpe will not look upon me as importunate vtbsi^ 

return to request you will have the goodaess to pay me 

firom the date of my commission up to the presosil 

month. You promised wheni was here before I should 

have my pay : I only received ten dollars. I am hear* 

tilyserry to be thus troublesome; heimg imder the 

^preatest obligation to strat^rs for my sidisastease aa4 

am in want of clothes and other necessaries^ I Inirt 

your excellency will do me this favor. Ihskm thefavte 

or to remain Your excellency's :, 

very humble servant, ^ 

(Signed) JOHNORFORD, 

/ Lwa. Effginem^ 

To his excellency, general Miranda, 1 , f 

commander in Uuef Columbian Army. J^ 

(COPY.) : 

Port of ^in^ N0V. tgtbr liofi* 

Your ExcjeH^cyr 

, My iet^r I wrote you dated the ipth insf. to my 
inlinitc regret and astxmishment, not having as y^fe^ 
ccived stay aWer, lam agam induced to ttmftii^fl*? 
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^rom Eni^and mA tea dM>erfttlly takra idl Ae 
:i(l^»iijD6a t^fab cetefiHrisey iiotaUcmtci by some 
i^ateice«oC gran.iUti«»tnent Theaficets 
lor a tune seemed to tl«nk it necessMy to ap-* 
.|^y for leave to release themselves irom thebr 
lengagemefilSy doubting whether they hsd serv- 
ed '^ two campa^ns." The quarter master 
.^{i^eniWl^iwever^dispemcd mth this camnMy 



TtBSaaamnBm 



n^itSm^jik, wi^^ through hurtf of hasineftt, hsve ei- 
GSj^d your tttentioa. My wtnts are now to many and 
80 powerful diat I am obliged, throu^ necetiity, to be 
ttus importunate. How can any reasonable person 
Expect that an officer who has been so long in your 
service widiout fcceiving pay and who has no resour* 
•Kiit "CMiMiM) can pos^Uy live, or make any ap- 
pearance as a gentleman ; I therefore request an mm 
«iediate ^swer ^to Ats. Ufdess I get tt^ I shall apply 
' to Im excdlency^ governor Hislep, and state to him 
Wiy case, requesting his assistance. I have now written 
you the sentiments of my mind in plain language that I 
fs&f^ %e iuiiy understood and also that you may he 
enaUetf to draw your conclusion from it. I have the 
-hcmolHr to bft Tour exceHency's 

' fnost^'thunAle servant, 

(Signed) yOHNORFORD, 

%, " JLiiut. Enpmerr^ 

Tofhis exc^ncy, general MiitANDA,> 
PsqiyiaPiMy ia^%k£ Co|umbj|;»n Ari^^ 

Digitized by LjOOQIC 



30B 

tod cicpafted in the Ha^ slodf rf t^al «l* 
Dominica, from, thence to Loftdon. H6«fc 
aentcd himself without giving nc^ice or obl»i* 
ingkave, an abruptness^if not dis«)bcdBenc«i 
which the gcnfera! thought v«ry Jn^rope*. 
This example, however, of aa officer «0nMr 
his person, induced us to believe, that wf ^cte 
no longer under any command, and might 90 
our several ways wiAout waiting for the i» 
mality of a proclaaiirtion of disbandment aid 
dismissal. Miranda is somewhat enrage * 
■the quarter master general, and calls it desef- 
tion. Some have taken the trouble to write a 

(CX)PY) ^ . ^ 

Port of Spmn^ Dtf^Tjf 190^^ 

By order of general Mtranda 1 have, to iat&im 7«ii' 
that he reoeiyed yotir's of the zgdmit, Thepiflrpo|t 
of which he conceires to be highly impvoper 9nd mi- 
trary to every miMtary principle, that m do^ to hiif- 
self and for die good of the service^ he thinks it ipc«par 
diat yoa should immediately be dismissed from it, and 
you are hereby dismissed from it and no lon^Si to be 
considered as an officer under his command, j 

I am, sir. 
Tour's, 19 

(Signed) WM. AHMSTRONft, 
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IpCter ,o£ 'i^s^atioik ; others ksLve qaitted ia 
aii^Mt. .Maay jof them werp too poor to t(^ 
TMmi s^ not rich euougb to go away ; as the 
kiWft'Of thU island before mentioned requiring 
95ciintx for- debts diAe froio peirsora inleDding 
W depact^ were rigidly put in force. 
< Thou^ report has frequently told us that 
SQiiie of pur comrades captured^ the schoon- 
ers were executed, it was not aijthenticaljy 
Jk^nowA excqpt to M^^d^u ^d ^ few confldet^ 
taal oftcers, till we returned to Sarbadocs acid 
Txintdad.^ It is now |iftcei:taaied that tea of 



f The foUoyring are die letters mentioned in mine 

,af Sept. zi8t, 18069 as having been intercepted by the 
p^^7 sioop of war. They were forwarded to Mi- 
rsinda at Aru|)a. JFroni the same source j^e learned the 

^te of our captured conyrades } but from motives of 
]|rudence concealed the intelligence from the troops at 
1^ time. As these letters show the state of the cpun- 
tff when we landed at Corg, they arc worthy of puh- 

^lication. 

* . First Letter Augus$ i6th, 1808. 

^ << Miranda has made himself master of Coro^ the 
garrison of which, consisting of two hundred fuzileerSf 
fetrealed without opposing him. If the English ^up- 
port him, he will give us more trouble than is generally 
supposed. It is not thar there is any want of numbers 
iR|^ aflfectad to opjpose him, but the country is entirdif 
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them were bMged aiid beheaded oa the 9^ 
of last Jttljr, aad die repuiiiidcr plai^ in^ i^M^ 
ent cttteipates and.at toboricms servitiide io Q* 



^iianiied, aiid of wluit ttte i» iiKfiii^^ 
bfve not ares4 in the treasiuy/' 

<* It is now »id that when the news of Miranda's 
expedition got to Spain and of his being at Jacquemd^ 
coders were girtn to fit out ftniv ships <^ Ac find at 
GittE ^ biiag o«t^oops for o«|: liefenoe ; bvtl'gb^ 
O0cra^tothif9a«s« afiai&ki£iu#peise?enwonie' 
dtttt Spain in Amertcai fhey hive neither monef , pro? 
visions nor soldiers, all is a( labyrinth of miseries. W6 
perer see a vessel from home, no, not even a fitlle one.'^ 
Third Utter. 

*^ The captain general with a numeroiis retinne of^ 
Cttstom house officers, priests, surgeons, barbers, ap6th- 
e^es, and all the armed force of every descriptKni 
mardied on the lath to form a camp at Valencia, or 
San Carios, whence reinforcements can be sent to sttf^ 
place attacked. They carry with them above twe 
thousand mules bden with provi^ns, ammunitfon and 
stores of every deifcriptioa requisite fo|- an army in ^ ' 
field. Affliction, solitude, want of moneyi and evetf ^ 
sort of misery reigns in this city, llie army have 1^ 
Miind them thdr deafest conne ri o ns ■ n ot ih^ iitff 
be seen diat is not the t^cture of extreme grief-^^ 
without labourers— >-shop9 without wotkmen-^famSW 
without to?iiey Mind tiA$n irithout^sottsfcrm'if iw^ ' 
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*ida', ^brto-^o and Boccl Chica- I give 
you Ac names of the captives. Tliosc without 

imnclidy scene yilAAtk is oi)}f iiitenrupted by theIameH« 
tfftit^of ^^ffftmem, hevaUin^ the t9tt4i£ theit bimisk 
Hm i;datio9#, yi^6m.ihdf 4^^ «j({>cot to retunu*' 

^ FouriKUtter. * 

" That damned fellaw, Mirands^ of whose pcregria- 
ations and detestable designs you give me a detail, will 
8^ us all mad, and leave us, by theexpehce he putsut 
&, widiout a ftiipence to biets us. He has positivdy 
lMr(k444t Ia V^ d^ ^Qofo andtiJcen post, ^ garri- 
wm JbavinK;jQti»&at^I^ nfipi^ach witliout ooieiig anr 
o{ip^i^^^^-^W4 iiftte a ^lupicroitt populs^iou it. ia 
tYue;, bat ^e country has boen long disaroied for polifiii 
ieal rea^ns* Indeed the truth is. we can only confix 
ill the Queen*s regiment now reduced to one hundred 
»a4 eighty , men, which, with the invalid m'ditia remains 
fx^ the protection of the country and capital underdid 
cpnsmand of Pasquin Martinqu. S\ich is the situation 
Biiranda has placed us in.*-^God grant us a happy rid* 
d^ncc of him*'* ' , - , 

■ ** Accor4lng td 6ur general*s account, hd willhaV; 
iin army of nearly ii^n thousand. But this multitude 
b^g militia who have iiievcr aecii a shot fired, will biit 
bccaslpn confusion And ^smajr- Even, the regimeiitof 
C^rjipcas has not s^ oflElcer.of tried valotir^ they are t #' 
corps, of nmscadinl who think of nothing but well cut 
clothes and fine feathei^ tlds is not the Spanish ift?^ 
fan^ inih^ iimes of Carlos dio £rst tnd FkUip ^ 
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an]r,plaee amrxe^ w»e fraia.t|Micit9r andstftte 
of New* York* ,. ^, 

These ase the nameft pf those i^ fvcre e^i- 
edited. Danid Kemper^ Fxaae»,f arquhacimi^ 
Thomas Btllopp, Charka SobxmoUf • JEftm^ 
Gavdoer, Mileft L. Hall, lohn Fems, Tbmm» 
DoQahue^PhUadelphia; Gustavas A.Biurgiidd» 
PoUmd ; Paulo Theodore George, P<HtugaL f 

Tho&e who follow were sentenced to tea 
yevs lahowr ^ Onw^ Jqi^ Edsellt Henry 
lofleraoU, Magsarhnir^s;. John Hajrca,. Peter 
Naulty, Ireland ; I^mid Mc Knjr* dp* ; Jota, 
M. EUiott, iohn T. O. SuffiiraB, Bavid Hcei^ 
kle, John Moore^ |ohn H. Sherman, Benitt B^ 
Neguss, Philadelphia^ Thomas QiU^ Bo^)ert 
^avindcrsi jfercii^iah Powell** 



i . 



^ Major Ppwdl )u8 been released through the afea- 
cf of hit father^ who yisited the court of Spain, thence 
to Enf^bod, heing unable to obdun the object of hW 
wishes. At London, he {iropurcd a letter from tiie 
(Seld>rated and humane Dr. Jenner, which jptpcu^ 
him access to the .Spanish monarchy who i^;nnuKdatel| 
ordered his Uberation. Messrs. Lippencott, Shermax^ 
Smith and O. Sullivan have made their escape. Bttrlc, 
Burlingham and Sco^ here died. The prisoners were 
npt removed to their Irespective stations except uiose 
destine^ to Bocca Chica. The others are imprisoned 
at Cmhagenai where Bo(!ca Chi^^ is ^tttated« . 
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* Thcsft arc destined for l^orto Jtico aad itiu 
fenced to hard labour for tfie' same term of 
yearirs. John FarsicHs, WUliaifi: W. Lippincott, 
^percargOy Pdiladetplii^ i loseph Bennett, 
J^mes Grant/ Matthew dncBannan, Stephen 
Btirtis, Phiifleas ftayittohd, (Con.); Meses 
Smith, Alexander Buchannan, David Winton, 
Fncderick Rigguis, John Btirk, Edmund Bur* 
lingham, John Scott. 

■ The others wferc sentenced to cig^t years 
labour at Bocca Chica. IPompey Grant, MTil- 
ttantPfidtet Itobert Rains, Benjamin Kicholsoni 
Bei^amiti Davis; Samuel Price,' Henry Sperryi 
Oeorge Ferguson, Robert Stevenson, William 
t40ng, Joseph L. Heckle, Ellery King, Con. 
Wafiam Cartwright, Phllad. WUliam Burn- 
sides, Ireland, Hugh Smith, Scotland, Dani^ 
Newbury, Connecticut, Samuel Towzer; Phi- 
tedelphia, James Hyatt, Philadelphia, Abraham 
Head, Philad. 

One MMiian, named Sps^ng, was drqwaed 
dt the boarAng of the schooner by the guarda 
eostas. Huddle, master <tf the Be6, was killed 
in the early part of the engagement. Mr. Dan- 
iel R. Duming feu a victim to his hard fate by 
sicknem in confinement. 
The issue upon the prosecution of the Le^ 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



<wdcr is 4tiU. protected* TJbr SPNWl-4»4tr 
bad the address to persuade the j^ver^or^^j^ 
jud^ that the first ftdvices &9A £n^||p^ 
would bring orders for furokhipg hi|a yp)jj;i 
^gleans to dischairg^ the dei^and. . Scitci^ 
packets have arrived) but i)o cQ^jicipticvi^gf 
thes? aisurances has aj^ewcd,* : -^ ,. :,, 

Letters have been received from thQ:ftiKf* 
al's ambassador, Count de Rouvraft aiHiofmc* 
h^ his introduction to the Bfiti^Ji Q^wtp;* 
lild what he coosidciied a ijpiv^^uratde rase|^iMIB» 
But all Urn was dqi)e forb)fv W7^ is) > fiW< iW h 
ally have been ex|f ^e4» was cxtqq|^i|f)4oy^ 
fgppd wislvcs at)d.go9d.q^|ipiK^s. f)r«W^,l^ 
best infori||at|on; ^c c|^{)]4 pbtw^ thfXiMI^^ 
iddt of cs^tending tt^'hajMls ^n 'if '-^^Maffilff 
al apd his assoc^^tes from the duft^ *^} A*! 

Yqmt curk>sity may ask for some ak^^^flb^ff 
tbe persons and ohiiri^te^s <^n^«f)ec^4ft^W 

• The ship was finally sold, and her annamfeS, ni 
fhe early part of auttimn, iBo^'ind probtl^ Mrl^Sf 
die sum the witiM hz^m prddac^d at tiOitimth^MlA 
^^made their frst afi>li4alwi. FmAApasj/m^ltemn 
QVade to the h^ who adheredt^th^.fi^|».,l^4v<tft^ 
piount of proceeds Minpda rep^r^e^ ^«M9^f^JF 
whether any payments were made to the ^^^^££^92" 
cem, or to the gentlemen who furnishea arms^ndpro* 
Vision* atBarbadoes andTnni^ady tl^ive tidt M ^ m lll 
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enterpiise. Miny ^ tliem h»A seen ttiSitaaf 
a^trvicc befeie thqr were connected widi Miii^ 
jraniaw Armrtrofig, RcMrbach and Kirkhnd* 
wttc the principal perscms in this class. The' 
vtwo foraEM»r bad been ofteers in the Bridsh 
^aamiy dwiag the late war between Great-Britaia* 
nd^die Umted Steves and are naw half pay 
ewpfwiis*' 

AiKnstrong had no^ inconsiderable military^ 
luiowledge. iUt hod mtf^Od, industry and i4g-' 
flMiM and il is to be prcfsnn^d courage; Hc' 
wasr wett^aeqUaimed with ^ duties of his par-^ 
iicnkr office, havii^ serVed some time m the* 
Britiah army hk lim line. With less bbsequi^ 
ottsneMte*^ superiors and* less supercilious- 
ness'tt»dl-^>tatifiy in his treatment of thbse iit 
fafe power, he would have been more serviced^ 
IMe^o^e enterprise and* had^ more fHehdsv 
Bborbaeh'WasedNieated atone of the imirersii* 
ties and is a gemSeman in his manners* Hie 
comBBoneement of the American revohition^ 
fottBdhamin'thepre^sticeof physick: Hehowv 
«fer thought pr^r t& ^eathe the lancet and 
d^w iiae swofd, and served in i!bt English ar« 
«iy wlAout blemish titt the peace when he 
jnamed^and sidled in New-York» He was an 
enttmsiMt for ^ came in which we were en* 
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hit iaiiblo qa«bties he sectn:^ iMfqr Mewii 
and preserved a good undcnttniii^ witfaLsik 

. SMUiidcoiiiiiNmiidai^i*eittb4hirkiiiB 
of Meir-York as early as 179^* He vaa la aim 
Mgfilar mmf of the XimiuA SgsHi^, m lim^trnk 
nvas appointed inspector of brigade UK^gmmA 
Hamilton'a staff. He is Iw^vm to hm^ l>een 
femafked 1^ military mw oC the fii^ raok n 
tiie United States^ for quatitios- aaid; acqaistr. 
ineots to nuike 91 oftccr ef mofi^ tilmi. 4^^ 
taeriit. Our ckief SMd ^*' he had! an uaideoBtanj*. 
ding to plan and skill .to ejMcaM.V Hto bift^ 
naiuty secured him the affipolion^ of. hmmto^ 
vhiU4ils digttifrtd a|itii0r% i« 
auredthek prompt olsiedlmQe.. *Hia< 
ment and address btended the Mr of. #ie aol** 
dier with th^ ease of tfae: g^HielMnv Mpm 
the ^hok, I should s»^'he*w«a a cavritar fa«« 
thy of a better caii$o.ap4. better fortmwiutei 
he has found in Mimnda^S:S^v#tttiiro«j-^ <- -^'^^ 

W. Steuben Smith,. I^randtfil aiil«doiiM»rv 

is a young man of« p«f)ettite^ a«d(rifiHevtoi^4^ 

mBitary spirit and gc»ero^tytO$iiiB f«iktlb*f1^ 

we succeeded, lam per$i}adedfhelvauliMMm 

^done much hon^ to-^tinwetf aMd !# : 
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smi Anslmft sernfice^ amA wis.beM io »Mh- 
vogarda&^vi^&fter^ ... 

Fw tihe most part those gemiemeo «dK> join* 
•ft Mnanda st Mew-Yodc wmte <tf tmpectable 
iMMtin amAisoxftm 4af timm lib«a%.educ»iedft 
Hosack, Sands, Loudon, Burnett, Sco&eld and 
cstfaers are included in ttm elass. 

The sailors and troops with a few exceptions 
posfiMsed a strength of nerve and liardihood\of 
dbposition suited to the perilous and doubtful 
siMoie^ of the enterprise. . * 

Out of the number of the gentlemea wb(» 
became our associates in the West- Indies were 
a few of birtK and respeetabitity who had beea 
Im attl&ye and reaculffr acivi^e ^tfasr in the at- 
tt^ of EngfaHul, France w. %fti»« Amo^g 
Dm cwididitep &r lortameadd renown w^e 
i^veral yosi^ mai wbo.wcpU have shone, tC 
dKjr haid eofo^ed tl^ c^poiEtiiiiiiieik of pesfiaraii. 
m% Ifcose .ej:|rf0ite i»hich Itangas 4heti expecurf 
du( WElure:of»t]wespfiditkHi we^uld.a^^ 

lijiKt^bM^iffij^ stiKlf.aadliiesi^y in the prew 
cttdittg GoliiiiiunacaiiQ0|^te relate trsth$;.w)iiBli 
^mm^lie 4l^kAmA. are .proper .to be toU; 
In a few dajfs I h<^ to quit this isl^^ Iff^ 
fiswMnMf. iHA:tiblK)dii^aiio94tf *ni)r 

Digitized ^yVjOOQlC 



ywtof tetiaatian firom y«iir reaiieM» wiB 
^iepiiw-riK of the pkasuve <tf «d^i^ yvw-iMI^ 
IflM accident tbooU bnii|( us togctfac*; ^ 
4iK tins after my- amvai in tiie XJokedStMei 
I-.alMtt tiatismit you my reflec<ioBs upoa <iii 
mory, and swliialBttienee as I may leoetfC. 



LETTER XXYI. 

Mesult upon the means, conduct and •bjetit^.tkt 
, git^4ditim. — An ajjelagyfof its agents, 

4 

United Siofesj^uly USt l^^, ^ 
AFTER alcmgtkiitei^j^lprQCMilbtosii^ 
Wpmy camufKmdmat.. My.dbgust iutsinadt 
tte wHUf^ to dkmba tfte sul^ei^ . from' wgt 
itfuighli. , TFfae gtneral^g enwy «<gapijdittwey 
MtwMd laat: autemi from Ei^md rafter jw 
ttMHiece»ifol ^evibfttsy • M«i»& saU»A)n t|ie 
frignte Alexaqiim fcMT Lc^idbfi in DtecfMh<ft 
His eodittsiaMi^ «teta|l.^ dwBfNWiitJiMJMi^ 
4a?red» was njM onio fiw rfiqt He.aNfluiliil 
lie exiiectod tovbe ia Cat»6eWiai AetftiJkuwng 
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|if JVUiAodk^s ndventimL It remains ooly U». 
19^0 a result upon the Qt^ect, the meant and 
the coodui^t of the eapedUioo) Ac circiiQU 
i|IW«ca which djeCermimd it« fiOe, and the es^ . 
timate to be made of the actors in the ttagical. 
aj&iTf I shall repeat «ukL add a&w iS^^ta, iUua* 
trating my observations* 

The object was to make the {n-ovince of 
Caraccas axid in due time all Spanish America 
independent* Of this region it was ricmarked> 
•* ]^a|Uire scarcely ever did more for any coun* 
try^ man sc^cely ever did leas. '^ Imagination 
aav fifte^ millions of people, released irom 
colonial dependence and the system of monop« 
oly and restriction it involved ; enjoying a free 
|p>vcnimeat ;, ek^rted from their depfcssed 
Qoadition ; commanding ^cample and ine^ 
liaastible resources .derived from Providence r 
ipadt hapfif In themselvcaagplconnecied widi 
llie'ccvilizcd v9m]A by direot and <qii;enpive 
Mmmevce. A i^lendid empire ta founded. 
A4i€W ehara«t^ ia prodaced in ihe praaent 
kAabitaniSi md the maana of th^ indefinita 
iMfeaae and greftowa pr^red* Tho trad* 
Ql^thaaefi^titeragtmi^isiiQixior^ '^di^iggcA 
tlurouf^tbe atore^hcms^ smd msgaaineaof tbi 
iimmmit^mtiiSjfBktiv^ and 
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«eW. cuatdittei^ Tte flags of e vfcfy naf ieti arfe 
sten^yidg in the harbours. The vessels cS 
the United Sictes, instead of plying a smtig^ 
gHng and contraband trade, lade sind nnlade 
dieir cargoes in the fiice of day and under the 
eye of the g ovennnent. The contest betvtpeeii' 
fdnnder and subterfuge no longer exists. The - 
^teigon is fwerer put to sleep and the golden* 
froit of the Hesperidea b widrfn the reach of 
ivery Tbitant. Snch it WM thought aAd said 
might be the consequences of our enterprise. 
Then indeed should Miranda be another VfiiA** 
ittgton, and we should mingle our glory witk 
that of our Washington. - 

' Utts regeneration of the new world mustm«^ 
di:edi)e efieetedby resbtance to estitUHsAed^ 
a^tilK>rities and by rei^ohttion. But^sudt wfea^ 
the imagined state of things, such lint suppMw 
ed i^eemem in die opinions Md wbhes \Eif'^ 
ng^ves that the le^Mance wia^not^expei^edW 
fatlOBgorbl6tMfy; kutdthenevolutionwe^mve 
ready to believe^ would Mon be oter «iid give 
place to a wdl bafaoiced government* Ci^iftat 
ejntrcmtties Miranda iitfmidait to go, if he^Mf 
^ poller, in £Nrai«g'faia l4owa mp6u^ft^ 
I^e bunoerttia, VMniAm en»ty9ta#nM as 
thoi^ h(» pucpoat was nm^t^yai^mtOtfs 
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Qf literty^ mi invite the inhtbitantsto e^ist 
ms^v his bannersf and if they namtcd to him^ 
pitt $urms uiiQ their hnidt for llie d^^nce of 
bfxdiXffiM He wwH fiot is Uie proper sense 
coiH^er his fellow couitfrynon into liberty^ 
If the people appeared finvoui^le he was t^ 
strike ; if not, to leave tibeaci to wear their 
dbain&. /fhe moratity oi his object be always 
strenuously maintained^. He professed to be* 
lieye it approyed.by the principal statesmen 
and be^t patriots of this eountry. He wotit4 
tbini; Mr« £mmet's eloquent vindicatum of him 
and his design in the trial of eel* South noth* 
ing more than just. "Against genenil Miranda 
2i^d, the object of bis expedition 1 have hear4. 
m^ read socne malignant calumnbs, which only 
could have <»:iginated' with mean and mercenar 
ry beings, who never yet aacri&red a seMsh 
£^ing to a puhlicki principle ; whose faearli 
never syof^thised with the suSerings of m 
skve ; nor swelled with the naighty hope of de« 
l^v?ring;i(mtion« The diiilrict attorney* in \m 
opening addr^ to ymi« did not permit bimi^ 
self to adopt those cdumnies in thek ^ire ex^ • 
tent«-4ie is ipc^^obte of doing so for his sentif 
xnoats are liberal smihif numc^ors n^. §k^« 
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tciettt however, ifeU from him, to gi*etr> thciB 
someivhat of cdoiir wid countenanee mi* «1 
cfilhjt your pa«^ons and prejudices ^aga^st 
gen. Miranda and all concerned in tus expedi- 
tion. In particdlar, I remember he twnwd- 
niranda a fbgitive on the ftce of Ae waHn ani> 
dhatactertsed the olijiect of th* expe«Ktiott, m 
something ♦ audacious, i^orei and d«»gefoas.^' 
It has often struck me, gentlemen,- as •matteoi 
of curious (rfwenration, how spedd^lf new tta. 
tions, like new made nbblfity, and cmpewrs} 
acquire the cant and jargon of theii« statiiws;* 
Let me exemplify this observation, bf tert«*« 
ing, that here within the United fitates;'wWc*5 
warcelf tiiiirty years ago were colonies ca^h 
cd in a Woody struggle; for the purpoSe^i 
diaking off their depeAdance on the parent ifitte,' 
the attempt to -ffee a colOny from the oppn*/ 
sive yoke of its mother country, is called ' ai** 
dacious, novel and dangerous.* It is tn»e, gWi. 
Mwanda's- attempt i* daring, 9Xi&^ you wilV 
fli/iacioMJT-^but wherefore is it novel knd dan-* 
gerous ? Because he, a private indlvldtt^/uii-' 
aided by the pubfick iuccour of any staife; at' 
tiempts to liberate South America t Thra^' 
bulas ! expellerof the thirty tyraiitsi reistofW] 
c^ ^e Atheniaa fi^bdom ! wherelbi^:ainef)tMr 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



named \nA^ionour in the records oTF history ? 
fiecanse, wlule a fugitive and ^n exile, 70U 
cirilecttd together a band of brave adventarem 
who confided in your integrity and talents— 
bfecause, without the acknowledged assistance 
of any state or nation ^ with no commission but 
what you derived from ps^iotism, Kberty and 
justice, y4M marched with your chosen friends^ 
ttcid overthcew tiie tyranny of l^rta, in the 
Umd Uiat gave you birth.— Nor are Argos and 
TtMibes ensured for having afibrded you re- 
fuge, countenance and protection* Nor is Is^ 
memas, then at tho head of the Thebian gov^ 
emment accused of having departed from the 
duties of his sti^ion, because he obeyed the 
impidse of benevolence and compassion to* 
^rds a^ opf)fessed people and gave the pri* 
vate assistance which he could not publickly" 
avow,^' 

Whether human naturfe or the people of that 
ci(iuntry are so interested in the success of the' 
project of emancipation as we republicans ar6 
apt to imagine seems to me to admit a qucsi 
tion. I reflect that amidst all their alleged 
grievances, they have great wealth and pros- 
prrity ; and whatever they suffer, they have iii 
general no pain from the consciousftesfe df c|r-' 
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pressUm. If they: wer^ even in a.«9wse slf^a^ 
than they are, their U^kss chamcter woiidd 
n^ake them little ex«iti^le by doctriot^of ijbf 
crty. • • [ '- i'j 

, Having obtained the power to dictate^ the 
form of civil polit}^ Miranda proposed to uae 
It with refereifece to repnfalieftn theories. T)bM^ 
|BU«t indeed in the outset be a dkti^or, wfap 
should see that the <^ commm wealth sustwwd 
ao detdntent.'* Their ileliveror by right of 
Services and of f(Mrce is ^b diitiior. lie ia- 
sues a decree for tiie e)e<^on of a oowim) «f 
12 persons^ consisting dP 6. whites, 4 free peo- 
ple of colour and 2 freeWaclcs, ^iMcii) wiA its 
president is die suprcfn^ audic»iQrH9f S<Aid) 
America, till forther determined. '^% prop- 
er time a constitution was to ivD Mbmittedite 
.the people, resembling In s^ gMpnal idrtues 
that of the Unhod Stttes. The rigHt «€ «lf- 
fbage was to be confined to holders ''df iand. 
The govemtnent bdng organized, many e^^- 
<;ellent things were to be done and all^bi^ 
corrected, as far as human wisdom wotlld'go. 
The church should have protection, but' s«h* 
mit to be divested of it secular power. R^- 
ulations should be adopted to remedy inequd.* 
ity of property and vassalage. Tbce#8of 
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^a very were to be mitigated. The publicly 
fai^rdens were to be equalized. Our leader had 
many pleasing visions of good, which he hop- 
ed to realize in the new republick, which he 
should estoblishr Among the good deeds in 
Iris contemplation, was the munificent reward 
of his followers according to their merit. There 
could be no want of ^easutes for this purpose 
in the Ophir he would possess. 

Be the end tver so much entitled to com. 
mendation, you ask where are the means? 
\ifhat powers and resources had Miranda con 
respondi^ to his design ? I^the first place he 
vproceeded on the supposition of a spirit of re- 
.volt being ready to burst out in the country. 
The coi^piracy of 1797, he imagined had left 
^seeds of discontent and insurrection, and a 
^ spirit of impatience and reform. He regarded 
the whole of that event as an indication of com- 
l>ustible materials existing among the people. 
He thought they felt the government Hke ** an 
. incubus oppressing all their efforts.'* In these 
calculations I think he proceeded without book. 
..He transferred his own feelings to others. His 
passions tinged the objects he contemplated 
.with their own colour. What he wished or 
1 imagined he believed. For he never produced 
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any sufficient evidence for his belief. He as^ 
scrted that he was possessed of letters and doc- 
uments, some of them of early date and oth- 
crs later, inviting and encouraging his attempt. 
After he undertook to disclose particulars to 
his confidential officers — they expected a sight 
of these papers, but never saw them ; and la 
consequence were shaken in their confidence 
in his veracity. The Don Pedro Minto story 
beyond question was a fiction, invented wiib a 
view to inspirit bis followers. It is known that 
his own brother, on receiving a letter from Mi- 
randa intimating ffis design, instead of endea**^ 
vouring to secure him partizans, immediately 
disclosed its contents to the government oC 
Caraccas. Miranda relied on being kaown in 
South America as a distinguished character, 
and a native of the country. Very few per- 
sons however remembered him after a twenty 
year's absence. To a few hev^as known as a 
traveller and scholar, a French revolutionary , 
general, and a knight errant of liberty. Know- . 
ledge of any kind and especially of the enemies 
of kings does not spread among the natives of 
South America. Political newspapers and ec« 
centrick biographies are not there in circula- 
tion. What notoriety our chief had was cdn* 
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fined to the place of his nativity. At Coro he 
was a perfect stranger, and whether he was an 
£ngUshmany an Amorite or Egyptian they 
could not tell. His sort of reputation did not 
help him where it was understood. Those 
who knew him were not strangers to the sus- 
picious circumstances, under which he was 
believed to have become an exile from his 
country. If any wished for independence, there 
is ground to think they would not seek Miran-r 
da as its founder. They doubted his princi- 
ples and temper, and considered him chivalrick 
and extravagant. What could he expect from 
his little force, you will inquire. It was to 
serve as a rallying point for his adherents.. 
Before he made the attempt from New- York, 
he had endeavoured to interest the British 
administration in his views. It is said they 
had at one time looked favourably upon the 
project of making Spanish America free, when 
the prospect of a war between Spain and the 
United States ^ome years ago occasioned it to 
be a subject of discussion in the English cab- 
inet. There was a correspondence between 
Miranda, Mr. Pitt and Sir Home Popham, and 
some progress made in arrangements to second 
the olans of our general. But it was broken 

^ Y 2 * ^ • 
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off ahbrupdy, because, as Miran^ alteg^, Mr« 
Pitt had views of conquest not emancipalran^ 
and proposed that^an English general i&hoidd 
command the expedition* 

Disappointed in this quarter, Miranda ^ame 
to the United States. The political aq^ect of 
our relations wiUi Spain &voured his, imigcL 
With no other funds than eightbundredponnSs, 
and bills to a Umited amount, which m^fator 
might not be paid, he sitcceectedto procure die 
Leander and stores, valued at seventy thousand 
dollars to be subject to his directions* Of the 
pcfsoDS im board, a part belonged to the ship 
as seamen, and the others were to sen^ him if 
they saw fit according to engagements to be 
made. Thb ship with the Emperor appears 
to have been all hb dependence. No condfr 
tions were made with the En^ish. The chief 
believed the military and naval estabUshmMt 
in the parts of South America which he psro- 
posed to visit to be small and inefficieat. la 
this calculation he was not wholly mistaken, 
though he underrated it. To prevent the dis* 
tiouraging e&ct'of his humUe preparations- on 
the minds oi his associate, he relied 4m tfae 
^* •eapttvatifig^ceptiousness'' which he knew 
bow to^pi«otice| and their fatdi in bfe^ prc)ea* 
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t^kkns and tea^vefalibns4 lie taught them tfa»t 
. t^^evolution was so organized beforehand, 
-tliat their first employment in landing would 
be to sing hs of victory, 

Hi& second attempt was made with more 
considerable means. They would have been 
larger^ bad he been more circumspect and con* 
eiliatory. He was still without money. The 
number of men to act on shore you already 
know was very inconsiderable* The naval 
force indeed was enough to capture, hold and 
defend .any station which their guns could 
reach, till his ability to |fain i^inforcemenis 
could be tested. 

He was a dreamer, you thinks to expect any / 
success when he was so weak handed^ It 
saay be questioned, however, whether his fail# 
tire should not be ascribed more to his own mis* 
takes and perversity than to his want of forces 

I promised to remark on the cmitwt of> thii^ 
expedition. Miranda has i^eea blamed fw 
wasdag so much time at St. Domingo. la 
justice to him it should be recollected, that 
eaptain Jacob Lewis had promised to join him 
mMh the ship Emperour. To obtain thb ad» 
Atkmal force would have warranted even ft 
Icmgor. delay at laequemel; fiMrtheeimitpfOKi 
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ed that this ship was necessary in the first at- 
tempt. But when disappomted inthis expec- 
tation we may ask with propriety why he pro- 
ceeded with the Leander and two small schoon- 
ers, after he must have known that all the evils 
resulting from delay were to be encounteredi 
without a proportional for<:e to meet the dan. 
ger. Why did he not proceed to Trinidad lor 
a reinforcement, which he always pretended he 
had a right to expect or could obtain from 
Great Britain f His impatience to commence 
operations^ already sharpened by delay had a 
powerful influence on his mind. A still stron- 
ger motive urged him on to immediate exer- 
tion, a hope that he should accomplish the ob- 
ject without the aid of the English govern- 
ment. For Miranda often declared that he 
^* wished the enterprise to be considered an 
American afl&ir.»» Even at Barbadoes and 
tTrinidad, while he was hourly receiving the 
hospitality of British commanders, he intimat- 
ed in plain terms, that he " must accept of the 
assistance of the British at that time, but he 
never intended they should obtain any power 
in his country.^^ Thus leaping to his end with- 
out consulting his means, the catastrophe is 
onticjpated; and we loose the ^ivo schoobem 
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with a Urge number of our best meo, in the 
first act of the drama. " Prudence,*' says one 
t>f the considerable actors in our affairs, * * would 
have suggested the expediency of keeping our 
course after the discovery of the guarda cos- 
tas, to which we gave chace on the morning of 
the 27th»of April, instead of hauling our wind 
and standing off from the land. The bay of 
Occumara was not more than eight or tea, 
leagues distant^ and as we had been discovered 
by the Spanish vessels, any advantages to be 
calculated from a secret approach by night were 
last. It should then have been the general's 
policy, as was suggested to him at the time, to 
have improved the day light ; to have made 
immediately for the bay, searched out the an- 
choring ground, learned the situation and 
Sitrength of the battery* which defends the pert, 
and to have taken possession of it if possible. 
He M^ould then have learned whether the place 
was tenable and equal to the defence of our- 
selves, the ship and schooners in case of an at- 
tack from the guarda costas. Above all we 
shcjuld have discovered our friends, if the cause 
had any advocates in the country, for it was 



^ A battery oanounting ten 8 and 12 pouadets. 
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but six leagues from this place t6 Vi^toi% 
where we weremade to belkve Do^ Pedro Mhi^ 
to was posted with an armyand suppliesat our 
service* Iktd we met with a formidable oppo* 
sition in our endeavours to gain the battery^i 
we sliould have known^ that these expeeeed 
friends were enemies^ and mi^t reasoaably 
have caleukted that ah attempt 4o carry it by a 
coup de main zt night would have been useless, 
as the position could not have been maintaioed* 
We might then have retreated in safety, befbts^ 
the Spanish vessels could have gained the har» 
hour. All this might have been effected dur« 
mgthe day. On tl^ contrary we bore away. at 
12 o^dock ; at 6 P. M. being from six to eight 
lei^ues from store, an order was issued for^ 
tyetyivS&Gtv and soldrer tp be ready tolmid that 
jui|^, notwildv^anding this br^ and schoonei^. 
which he bad cbajs^ in the moniing, had beeiL 
observed to enter the harbour of Porto CabeJ- 
la, and cijme out again, and were at 3 o^clocli; 
P. M. evi^at^y; M^ing for ps. Oi^ niist^ 
at the jcommencement df a naval or militaiy 
operation is foUpwed by a tjram ot ^»l9*. Vf^ 
now wanted the hours which %ve had wasted 
in the morning ; the pilot mistakes the port ; 
one schomer is sent to , recomMre^f^om, 
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%nOT«Q6e or inattention i^ neglects the sigi- 
^fmUfoa^ recal ;* anchors in die morning nvai&t 
tiie hmd within long shot of the ei^my, some 
d-Ac people go on shore, she receives a shot 
from the Spanish brig, cuts cable and leaves 
Ihem tehiod ; no inteUigence is obtained from 
thereconnoitering party; a bajtle ensues be. 
tween the Leander and the guarda costas ; the 
schooners, with the men and oftcers on boaf d, 
first deceived and then deserted by their gen« 
wal, are captured. Deserted I say, because 
liiere was a time when the Spanish brig and 
f^hooner had separated, that the Leander 
should have endeavoured to engage the latten 
^ut from fe^ts acid circumstances since dis- 
Cijk>sed^ it appearsf evident that Mimnda would 
not permit the attempt.*^ This discomfiture 
4rives oiir hero to Barbadoes,^ where 1^ ought 
to have gone befbre and in a better condition. 
-Be is weU received by admiral Cochrane, is 
burnished wlii a small naval forcb with the. 
ptt^mise of an addition at Irinidad, where he 
drives on the 34th of Juiw, MWrt his first 
step towards recruidng his little army, was the 



■P See letter XI. f. 70*. Scse l^ter xxi. p. i60. 
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pubH«tkm of a hand-bUl* Without «agaite» 
mr date, so inflammatory and seditions in 1^ 
language as to offend the government and peoi 
pte of TrinWad. Tlie moon-eyed manner k 
which it was ushered into public notice excit- 
ed suspicion ;— die style and diction, ridicuk 
and disgust. The offers and promises it con^ 
tained were the spurn of contempt. S^ch wa* 
Miranda^s strange wrakness as to make him 
belie w that labouring men, receiving from one 
to two dollars per day, were to be philosc^hiieed 
into his " godlike design** by the offer of on< 
quarter <iollar ^r ^2lj , free fr9m nil ieinctiorUi 
and a division of land according to rank after 
twelve months. But they were first to risk thci^ 
fives in taking possession of this land, with the 
certfl&nty of being malde a head shorter if tl«y 
ihonM fidl into the hands of the Spaniards du- 
ring ihe contest. Ntw: was he to be convinced 
<^ liic necessity of increasing this nominal 
amiovint of wages. Instead of advancing d 
small sum as bounty, a proposition was inade, 
as hidicrous as it was futile, that each recruit 
should receive one bill for twenty-five dollars 
payable at a given time in Trinidad and anotb* 

♦ See letter XVL p. loir.- 
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iKT of <fae saime BUtiount jm3rabte In Soi^ Amer- 
ioai after it al^yukl liave oot»e into our posses^ 
slon. With all hi3 knowledge and experknce 
cf aimies, Miranda seemed not to know tbat 
tea di^lars in handi was better thaa fifty on 
fHiper (ev^i if it were good) to any one of that 
desoriptioii of men ^q v[oM enlist a& sol- 
diers. At length, howe?er, he sailed widi tbe^ 
force that has been n^ntioned* He makes hb 
#rst attempt at Coro, at least one hundred and 
efxtjr leagues to teewinrd of ^e places he should 
have first chosen, H?* Margaritta, Cumamii 
Carrupana; or Barcelona, either of which might 
have been taken and probably maintained by 
tiie force he had with less r^ than Coro, and 
^tifpnld in other respects have been more adapt- 
it^ to his views. Margaritta should have been 
Jkis place of rendezvous ; abounding in cattle 
And vegetables, commanding every port on the 
coast; and bemg but eight leagues from the 
* Spanish Maim Here he could have commu- .^ 
nicated with his friends, and, if he really had 
any in the country they woOld have joined him. 
For we are to keep in mind that the command- - 
ing pivot of the expedition was a reliance on 
the good will and active exertion of the peo- 
ple; If he was to collect followers from th^ 
Z 
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i^atids, th\i situation woald have beeo la»oitif 
vMt to such a fksign. His c^t^esponritMP 
with admiral Coehrane, Trmidad iaod Barhl- 
doesi &c. wouldf from such a po8iliii»i^ hj^^ 
been executed with safety and dispatch. But 
to beat up from Cjoro requi^s^ in ordiaai^if 
times, from fifUet) to (ventjr ai4 o^ ^iSittg 
day^. The injury fesuh^g tp us in this li- 
dpect is eicempUfij^ in tlie fate Qf ti» W¥^ 
schooner Provost, $he ^rst ^dyic^ boitf wi^ 
from Corp to the a^mira). 31i^ W^ capt^M:«4 
' off Ouadaloupe, after n m^ts^ xijoa of $o9tfi 
hours wjith a Fiench Img of soperipr fiiroe 
both in metal and men. It wa^ npt expected 
by admiral Cochrane that Miranda would fp 
to leeward of Laguira, and by nwst of lusop^ 
cers it was believed and hoped that M^u^g^i^tr 
ta was to have bc<en the first port of destina- 
tion. But though the capture of this bb^ 
would have been considerjed as a gaJiai^ 
achievement, had it been cfectcd wkh a forcf 
even superior to his ; ijwhen the expediency if 
not necessity of possessing Margaritta was 
suggested by able advisers, whilst we were an- 
chored at Cochc, the general replied, that ♦* U 
was but an isUnd ; to take it would Imply ai^ 
acknowledgement that we were billable cf 
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^rsLtd tt take pfosisession of the maiti laitd." 
However just this opinion might have been, it 
siib^Id be rectdlected that Margaritia contains 
fo%i4rteesi thousand lohabitaMs, alnd from its sit- 
\iati6n might bcf made A Valunble acquisition to 
any goifernnleitt w eodntrV. 
' i sajr tfothing of the disaster rcsiilting from 
ttle unmttttary mamier of i^ntering the city of 
Coro, nor of Mimnda^a neglect to take strong 
measures while thefe to gain his point. The 
^sudden aod inexplicable etacdation of La Ve* 
te de Coro bdngs up the aeries of blunders by 
il^hich hb expeditioa was to be destroyed* He 
^ Aould have remained there actmg on the de- 
fensive and taking every ihe^ure to bring the 
people back to their homes and recommend 
- Iiimsdf to th^iv favour. He would have been 
safe in that station, for the brigs and gun boats^ 
<^ covered the town and commanded the princi* 
-' pal avenues le^Sing into iU The batteries 
were in his possession, and under these cir* 
cum stances could not have been regained by 
any force which he had reason to expect* 

Reinforcements from different quarters were 
to be lodced for with much certatnty. A very 



* See intercepted letters, p. 2394 
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jespcctabte my«i fww didiMMe £|0W 11^^ 
Codnne » iras bdore mciitkmedi add ve*. 
cniks frtai the neighbouriog klftDdft, from tiie 
eekt of the thiog» wottld bave resorted to Us 
9lsiidiupd» a£lsr te in^tarrd that he had ^tak^ 
a tolerably buk footfaig. The attegation of d^ . 
'Waot of provmom «od wftter was not se found* 
ed as to make our departuM necessary. The 
provbioitt which tre had^ wkboot ai^ tise of 
the produce faittul in the place, dki Int iqore 
than thirty days ater w* aniyed ti Arabs ; 
and an ttedsy^f the ^vneua^bti raki lettia 
sitficjtet ^yafttkirs to ^tlf^f the ^riny of 
Xerxes arith waterior a year* The oftcers sad 
soUisrs re<aabarked with rclttctance. They 
did not think their daagcrs or priftadons ]^e# 
sfat or antictpited sio ixrtakrat^ a^ to mqumr' 
m ^yaadMmeiH of the e;gtpedftion. A ve^ 
gmosi ioditnaatkm irss «amfi»ted wheti ite 
oedcr was gif en for eyacualknu An oBnct 
wh» was ordemd to strike and bring away the 
oduiabian standairdy in his vexation and dis«^ 
gust tore it to pkoesami tlttew his cap^ epso^ 
kCsandswcHrd into the sea. He would not T^tiif 
miyiaiy insti^ia, which 4ieftit Wem disgh^u^;' 
As a soldier of fortune. Or the jirojecitk" hi 
revolution, this measure hiTitrnmshlitilt^y^V^ 
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lib encmii^ wi%H to fc^re Hm. XiCt them 
t^y I if they wUl| that he found the pa)ple averse 
to libeity and would not be the art»ter of die 
goveroeitnt they should have. After all their 
tterrorst it proved he was a very liartnless being 
to the inhabitant^. He voluntarily left their 
4^0untry without kykig his hands <m their pro* 
perty» or their persoins* 

Auother sufa^t, as exhibiting a feature of 
Miranda's character, ought to be again men- 
tioned) viK. the neglect to attempt rescuing the 
captives. Immediately on hta return to Trini- 
dad, after the first mislortune^t he should have 
sent a flag of truce to the Spauish Main with 
conditions. He might have procure the co«^ 
operation of the English admiral for this pot* 
pose. But he insisted ** it would be time 
enough when he made them a second visits 
" which would soon take place," and ** that 
they would not be'* injured : he Was willing 
that they should take their chance. They were, 
as has been stated » captured on the 2ath of 
April, and not sentenced until tt^ £1 st of July, 
so that, had he taken early measures, these un« 
fortunate men might hav^ been saved. WhSst 
on the Main, he might have made some of the 
fi^i^^ fvhom. he found, hostogqs for the safe* 

' Z 2 
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ty» IS<Kid treatment and restomlMtt c€ die ^ . 
sofitfs not executed. 

This history, with ercnts coming in other 
uray 8 before the piU^ltck, shows on what grcmnd 
the afehgy for the adventurers sittdfu lotemtt 
in publick opkiion «nd sympathy unA th^se 
yrho are now paying the drbadiil finftit^ife of 
their error at Bocca Chica f ns^ me 4n tidting^ 
your attention to dieir [^a, stiu^h as it is. I 
know that merit is determined very much by 
evem ; tba^ the misfortnnes of tlie imprudei^ 
CKdtt more censure tlum tenderness.'-^ WHIt 
equitabietsid husume «tn^ however, this wift 
ik>t be the case. If they view our xgenfc/ lir 
this calamitOQs business as entirely wrong, they 
will allow to those, who in other respi^ot^ ase 
correct, the benefit of the distinction beti^een 
a stmgle fiiuk and a general contempt of rig^ 
They wMl do jtifitice to att tke consideri^iMiJ 
that affond a palliation or excuse. You have 
seen the trial and acquittal of Messrs. SniMi 
and Ogden. Tlie former bad an ageney in 
procuring me» for Miranda. The latter sup- 
jdied the ^p, xmament andontfit. The de- 
'i&iMUiits conAdttot obtain the testimony of die 
«Acers of goveram^t, whidh diey oonte&dMl 
Was necessary, Th^jury, however, gftvO^sKW- 
diet of acquittal. They determined that the 
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{MTsons accused had not broken any law of the 
United States, however their conduct might 
stand/ when judged by the laws of nations. 
I^umbers of those who engaged went upon the 
general assurance that the enterprise was law- 
ful and honourable, and not attended with any 
^esperaie rlsks^ ctfher tbaa the u^ual fortune of 
war« i£ iodeed the ktng^s troops of South Ame« 
rka would not submit without resistance* 
Those who had most insight into the busine^ss. 
looked for wealth and eclat, a share in a noble 
undertaking.andthe liberty of returning to their 
country when they saw fit. They might hav^ 
thought that in case they were captured by the 
Spaniards, the American government mi^ 
refuse its protection, though they hoped the 
Contrary — but they did not expect to be ar- 
nugned as criminals at home. Before the pre- 
inyradons for the expedition b^gan, Mirai>da 
*wemt to the city of Washington. Airived at 
iftie seat >of go^emmeot i^ ts treated with cour- 
tesy. He writes tiience to col; Smith* several 



♦ WaMnpon^ Dec. iiti, 1805. 
My dear Friend, . 

I have received your letters cf the 1st and KJtfc iC 

this inoirih, and your commoiiorc's trf the yth : The 

1>utiness yoa ^hd fnm'men&m ist>n die Tapis vAiim 

present momMti and wiU be concluded I hope in the 
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times in a strain which creates, tlie belief that 
his design is communicated to the government. 

course of this week. Not a moment is lost and the 
appearances look very favourable. — ^Havc a little pa- 
tience and you shaU sooii hear the result. . I hope you 
will act on your side widi as much activityi &c. Sec, 
Mf be^t complinients to the wor&y admirsA and to 
nsjiff A. They both «liaU hear from me as soon as 
the thk^ is decided ; write me here at Stell's hotels and 
that will be sufficient, if the direction is Mr. Moltni. 

Your's M. A. 

Col. W. Smith. 

WashingtMf Dec, l^ti, 1805. 
Dear Friend, 

I saw yesterday .for die second time, boA the gen- 
tlemen, and affbr talking fully on the subject, I think 
I brought the business to a conclusion. Yet Mr. M.^ 
upon hearing my determination of quitting this city 
tomorrow for New-York, appeared surprised, and per- 
suaded me not to leave it before Tuesday next, the 1 7&1 
when he expected me t» dtne with him, and have a 
Std^ more conversatum I Suisse. On c^am^kmii^,^ 
thovght that a stay ditee days longer, mi^t sfaow 
cabn patience on my part, whidi would give to tUs 
tficp^ the dignity I intended, though I am persuaded 
that no more will be obtained, than what is already im- 
parted.. Their tacit approbation and good wishes are 
cf U^tly for tts, ai^ they do not see any difficulty diat 
mty {Hpeveot the citizens of the United States in atttfl* 
dingi^ecsoiially or ^endiiig supplies for diis dbie^f^ 
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CtA. &mth's going on the cspedition k said 
to be a subject of conversation between Mirao- 
da and the sea*etary of statc-^Some days be« 
fore the sailing of the Leander he writes a let* 
ter to the prendeot a^d secretafy*^ 

vid«d die pulitf ek la%s^ thould iK>t be openly tiokted; 
Your demand of permiaikn or kiive irf vbaenee k coiii» 
sidered impracticaUe^ and Mr. M. tjikdcs it ea«er to take 
the risk upon yourself at once ; hoiprerer, we shall coiw 
aider this subject with much reflection when we dksA 
meet at bfew-Toik. On die i8th» esorly^ I shall cer- 
tainly leave this for Phitaddphki from whence I win 
write to you ttpm^ a»id without tftudi deky proceed 
tol!lew*Y6ik« In the mom ttaae» f request you to 
have every thing ready for departuiv before the last of 
Decembers and I beg yon to shew^ to our worthy oom« 
xnodore as much aa ia neoessary of doda letter^ not 
thinking prudent in me at this AMMnent and on so del« 
ics^ a subject to write any more^ do the same with 
the majors and rq^eatte bodi^«^ most sincere friendship 
a|id peritaaiicat esteem. "Wh^enwem^etsyouaiidthey 
sh^hear more on this subjects in ^Ae mean timeiacfi 
wjth much caution and great activity. 
i Yoorss M — ^. . 

* NtnV'Torki January 22dy i8o6., 

Mr. PHESIDENT, 

^l have the honour to send you enclosed the namrsl^ 
an^ chril history of C^SR, of which we conversed at^ 
"^K^isl^ingtoii i you will perhaps find more interesting^ 
facts and greater knowledge in this little volume than 
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' llie reftult of his coherences as he <^tpre^ 
aei^ted was that the govelrnmejit would not co* 
operate ; but if he could make his design an 



in those which hate hc&a before published on ^e samt 
spbject concenui^ this beautiful country. If ever the 
bsppy pre<fictioii which yOu have pronomiced on the 
future d^tiny of our dear Columbia, is to be accom- 
pUahed in our day, may Providence grant that it inay 
be under your auspices, and by the generous efibrts <A 
her own cluldren. We shall then hi soine sortbdioU 
die arrival of that q;p tht feMurtx ^f which ^e Koaan 
bird invoked in favour of the hupun r^e. 
The Uul gnat ^^firetold by /acred rhfrnes^ 
Renenos its finished C9urse \ Saturnian times ^ 
Roll found again, and mighty years began f 
Jfrtm the first orb^ in ra£ant circles ran* 

With the highest considei^uon, and 

profound re^ct, I am, Mr« 

President, your very 

, • * huniUe sertant, 

(Siea^) FRANiDEMIttAKDA- 

. To Thomas Jeffmsoh, President > i^^u,^^ l 

of^e United States. $ (P^^«^^-r v . 

Nenv-Tort, Janmry 22J, it&Sw' 
Sir* 

On the point of leaving the XJ. States allow me to 
address a few words to you to thank you for the attcn- 
^ns that you were pleased to show me during my stay 
at Washington. T.he important concerns, which I 
|bcn had the honour to communic^c to you, T dclibt 
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.^bje^l ef indiyidiiud ent^rpritt, it ^^ saw 8» 
jdifficulty that should prevent the citizens of tt^ie 
tbe United States in attending personally, gr 
sending supplijcs for his c^i^ct ; provided (he 
pubUck laws wer^ not openly vio^ated*'^ Tte 
same impression was received from passages 
which \v.ere afterwardj^ Siibmitted to some of 
jbis agents from his port folio, givingap account 
,of conver$ations which he recorded as having 
taltfn place betwteo him tod ^ secretary gf 
;3tate at the city loi W^shyngtoo, 

Ah(H,it the samp time, the president had de- 
Jivered a message to congress stating nume- 
rous and unpr9voke4 f^cts of l^ostilt^y sy $ered 



^ot remaiii a profond secret until the final resuk of that 
delicate afiair ; I have acted upon that supposition here 
pf conforming in every thing to die intentions of gov- 
ernment, which I hope to have apprehended and ob- 
^rved with exactness ancj/discretion. The inclosed 
letter contains a book which I have promised to die 
f residenjt of the U. States, and which I ppy you jtp 
transmit to j|iim. Have the goodness to preset^ my 
respectful compliments to Mrs. Madison^ ^nd to b^- 
. ^Jieve me with the ^^ghest consideration and esteem|» 
fix. Tour very humble and 

obedient servant, 
[Signed] FRAN:DEMIRANCrA. 

ff ikp hM. j[4)IBS Illf 4OlS0Nt t$q, 
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*from S^'to ; <leeUiring» that iA» Spantavdstiitd 
wipture4 <Mir citiaens whlrii: our txffdpn^bni 
invjtded our territory and committed d^«4a. 
ti«n on oar comn»prcc, and suggeating the ae- 
eessitv-of a recourse to measures c^retaUatioo. 
Ccmgress deliberated in secret, and it wss 
thought on this subject. Under all these dr-. 
cumsUnces, the agents were led ta conclude, 
that as 'the government knows and does not 
check the preparations for Ais expedition, it 
gives them an- implied sanction. Those who 
adventure must be acting legally and safely. 
By reciting, I do not mean to. vindicate th^ 
correctness of these inferences^ nor accuse die 
administration of my country. Events have 
proved the insufllcicacy of the data to support, 
such coiiclusionsi ; yet it must be acknowlcdg- 
od they were plausible andbatiiral. It ought to 
have beenrecoUccted that Miranda' ssta^paeots 
<t bis eonversatians 9t Wa^ingtbn rested oa 
the evidemee of his own assertions. Whether , 
lie was authorized to write the letters alluded 
to, does not appear by any direct proof. The 
copies of those to the president and secretary ef 
state were to serve as documents for the eyes ,. 
of his coi^utors. It might have been his art 
to use a strain oC iii^^Bg, which imj^d tfttt 
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Jus corresq^ondents, were privy to his transae- 
tions, and participated in his .views. Their 
avowal of general good wishes for the object^ 
arid admbsioB of the right of the citizens to 
use the liberty of action in consistency with 
the laws, he might have construed into appro- 
i>ation and encouragement of his specifick pro- 
^ceedings. On the supposition that the gov- 
4ernment were apprised of his intentions, an 
overt act only it is alleged could justify a legal 
|>rocess. On this delicate question, I should 
ipresume the government has not incurred any 
Just imputation. At the same time, it will be 
^recollected that the first promoters of this un- 
dertaking have been tried an,d pronounced ^^not 
guilty.'* Their vindication applies to »11 who 
^<e^oused the design und^r like impressions* 

*^Why did we continue, you ask, after sus- 
j^cting or di&covering the illusion ? There 
fWas no pr^icticable way of escape, till our retuiii 
to the West India islands, after the %st attefi^pt. 
It was then extremely difficult, among $tr;ui- 
^crs and without resources to get away. Va* 
rious methods were used to make us 1>elie«i^ 
that we were still expected and desir^ by^the 
IHends of independence w thijt country. Tfce 
l^tial cp-opcration of the Brkisb |^^ mittm- 
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terprise respectability and seemed to insure 
safety if not success. The stake was great and 
alluring. More than all, we hoped to rescue 
our companions, who had fallen into the hands 
of the Spaniards. Obligations of honour and 
duty, an invincible sympathy wid> their forlorn 
and distressed situation impelled us to embrace 
the opportunity, which seemed to oflfer of try- 
ing to jMTocure their release. In this favourite 
hope, we were disappointed. Is there no re- 
source for these unfortunate people ? Are there 
no individuals,ls there no government able and 
willing to lift up a voice, or stretch out an arm 
in their favour ? May not the new order of 
things, operate for their benefit? Cannot the 
government of Caraccas be persuaded it would 
be worthy of their magnanimity to let the xe- 
tnaining; victims of delusion go ? 

That all the persons concerned in this ca- 
lamitous business consider it with regret fe 
certain. They are not again to be led away by 
the same lure. They are sufficiently cured of 
a disposition to reform the world and create 
republioks. 

Having given some ^etch of tlie life pf Mi- 
i*anda, and a short description of Uie country 
which was Jo have been the theat^ of bm e^ 
ploits, I sliaU have done. •o,.ze..v Google 
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LETTER XXVIL 

NOTICES OF MIRANDA. 

Umtei States y August 10, 1808. 

GENERAL MIRANDA in conversation 
was reserved on the subject of his own life. 
He wrapped himself in ipystery ; and apparent- 
ly enjoyed a sort of satisfaction, in leayirig peo^ 
pic to conjecture and wonder. He would talk 
of what lie had seen and done ; of his studie$ 
his adventures and sufferings ; his perils and 
escapes. But he avoided detail and circum- 
stance ; time, place and persons he kept out 
of view. In his relations he stopped at gener- 
alities. For this reason, kis officers know less 
of him than you would imagine. Of the place 
qf his nativity there are several and disagree- 
ing accounts. But beyond doubt htf was born 
in the city of Caraccas, in the province of that 
x>ame. It is taken for granted that he is de-. 
scended from one of the oldest Spanish faml- 
Ues. Some accounts represent that his grand- 
father was governor of a province and his fa- 
ther a candidate for the same place ; hut de- 
fi^ated in his expectations, through the jealousy 
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which the comt hare ever entertained. erf the 
imtives* This disappointment is mentioned, 
with what trath, I cannot say, as a cause of our 
hero's discontent with the government. K 
such an event ever occurred, it probably had a 
large share c^ influence on a mind like that ^ 
Miranda. But the ardor (rf his feelingii, !lhe 
boldness of his speculations and the repuUicaa 
bias of thinking whieh he always manifi^ted 
afbrd sufideitt sohitions. He was edutoirted 
like other young men of the better isiMHIes id 
Caraceas, at the schools and univershy e^ftat 
city. He never mentioned his teachers net IttS 
school. He said that he learned (jreek tftar 
he ims forty. Depons observes, thrt 4t pre« 
sent the Spanish youth, sensible of the in«u& 
oieficy of their education,apply with avidky ta 
the reading of iweign books. It is Hid Uu 
randa began his travels in the provinces, in 
oariy manhood. He entered the army and was 
captain in the regular troops of Spain. Biog- 
raphers say he rose to be colonel ; but this is . 
doubtful. One of his stations was atOuati-' 
mala. Here he improved his opportunities of 
becoming acquainted with New Spain* 

He left his native country from necessity, t^ 
avoid tte displeasure oi government, -Hie* 
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qpiusw of -his prectpitatc disappeajrance we ▼«• 
i^9lisl7 stajted. It is ascribed to his expres$in|; 
obBOxious senthneats relating to the indepen^ 
dence of the colonics and having laid a plot for 
Q;^cting it. One of the m ost celebrated French 
g,f peralstold me^ that whilst Miranda was sta- 
tiqned at the HavaBna^ being in the engin^c]^ 
oqrpSf he was comnoissiqned by the military 
qommaiM^ to go to Jamaica for the purpose 
4^ surveying the fortific4|tioi>St %Qd nuikiiig oi|t 
^report of their strength and condition. To 
4i9gui;^e'his character and design, he was al* 
IfMired^o &«npg^le t^ thovwnd doUws vahip 
(tf ^commodities^ On .his return he was charg- 
ed withexceedipg the limits of his permission « 
Uls property was aeiaed* The cause was car • 
i^d to Madrid, where it was deekkd 9gaif>#t: 
him* He thought U; wise to decamp, in order. 
i;i». av<Hd the peoaUks which he had incurred* 
< In XtSS he visited the United Sutes. I liave 
conversed with many persons who k«iew him. 
al this time. They say his mind was full of 
the ideas of reform and innovatiop, of liberty^ 
aod philo^phy. He went from this country 
to Europe. London was lus most constant 
I^e ^ residence, whilst he w^m^ not on his 

tfiirf Is. . He visited alrno^t eycry pqrtic^ (jf 
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the Kuropean world ; cvciy pincipii cky i 
Gburt ; and went to Constantinople. 'HeMf 
a superb library in London. Tim Ikefairy 
treasure was pledged for a pan of the necetoa- 
ty funds to defray bis expenses, in the nego- 
tiations and disputes and navri preparatieos rok 
^e«ting Nootka sound, h^ bad an agency wilder 
the English ministry. When the Frenoltrrr* 
oiu^on commenced be was in Russia. HAI 
event opened a career suited to hm geniss; 
He repaired imme^tely to Paris ; and-sooft 
dt>tained favour, fortune and piaee, mider ibe 
{UroteetviMi of Pecbion. He was employed in 
the Fvenob army. In 1792 he waasentinqual^ 
ity of a gtfteral oflicer to Champagne, under 
Dumourier ; whom be afterwards accompaai- 
ed to Belgium ; and he was nominaled in Se^ 
tember eomntandant c^ the army of Flandtena 
^1 the rsK>m of Labourdonnaye } during Afe^ 
Winter he had llie chief command in the ri^seiice 
of Dumottrier. 

In the spring of IT&^Mkanda beseigedMa- 
e$trieht,by order of the exeeutive council ; but 
^general Lanoue^ who was posted at lloef, being 
beaten at Aldenhoven, he was obliged to rmse 
the setge after timcfty days boinbardment. The 
cfcfeat at Aldeirfiorca and the bstt wioc 
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Mati^icht overturned all Dumaurier's plans. 
How^ftr Mtmnda was to bkme kt military 
nieft fudge. 

- *Tte commander in chief, Drntiourier, having 
fctired from Holbmd, again appeared at the 
head of the Belgic army. Miranda command*' 
«d ^ left wmg on the 13ih of March in the 
sffftir of Nerwinde. This battle would proba* 
tfty have terminated in favour of the French^ 
liad not Miranda retired from the field, soon 
altep the middle of the day. One of his ctA^ 
mtnnS was pankk, struck, and the other tw# 
were driven back. This retrett has been as* 
^^ribed in some French publications to the 
treachery and cowardice of our hero. A cehr- 
l>rated French general, now ix\ this coum^, ii 
<rf a difepent opinion. He dedares it was bf 
.11 military fauk of Miranda^s that the French 
4ost the victory at Nerwinde ; •* Miranda,*^ 
says he, *• is tiot justly chargeabfc with treach- 
ery or cowardice.'*' Dumourier^ says, ^ that 
eMier discoi^ten ted, or willing to sacrifice faui 
mal, Valence, he ordered his troops to re- 
treat.'^ He sent no adyfee of hit retreat t^ 
Dumoiirier, which negtect^xposed ^le riglft 
ffihg an*. centre of the muf to^ the wteie 
.wei|^.<^tike enenqr. , 
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. It seems that Miranda, was no frUad to Dii^- 
maurier. Three days after the battle^ it has b^^gm 
asserted, he wrote a letter to Pethion afMiMi^ 
tbisgcneraL Miranda's partisans s?)r4his;)jet$qr 
aford^d him no justification. H^ aftern^arG^- 
pubiisbed a memorial, in which he t^h Ji^ 
protector, Pethion, that the expedition mpisat. 
Holland had been undertaken contfarjr to his 
advice; that he had (breseen the nuscbi^whkdi 
.vottld rejiult from such a pfejeat; and tfaat 
Pumoarier, in concert with * TboaveacA, Jia4 
decided upon every tliiqg withoiit consnl^^g 
him* As to the defeat at Nerwiudei he endea^ 
jvouced to confirm the opinion then eirculafcdi 
that it was owing to the treachery of theciwi« 
onander in duefand his adherents^ ^A&:th^ 
same time he continued to correspond wkli' 
Dumourler. Miranda did not save hia»seif %, 
4his double faced precaution. He wasaicested 
;^ the moment of the desertion of ths^ general 
avd was sent to Paris f»r trial. The revdu* 
^ionary tribun^ acquitted him in May. Be£D|e 
th^ end of the same month he was agam ar^Etst- 
^ii H^ appeared in person ^t the bar •^f -tin: 
.cpnvention, to justify himself, but fae djd mfi 
4(ibtain his liberty until the fall gi the mo^ntaift; 
, In October, 1795, he ;aUefl|pted tfn refipf^ 
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ins lost iiiftaence by serving the convention 
sugainst the !iections. This expedition did not 
succeed* On the 22d of the same month his 
itrrestation was decreed. He wis sentenced to 
be transported beyond the limits of France. In 
vaki he endeavoured to effect a retraction of 
his sentence. He was delivered to a body of 
gens d'arme^ who were charged to conduct 
hi(n to the frontiers. He got tfway irom his es<i 
corl and wrote to the directory, demanding a 
reversion of his sentence. This business xvats 
kept in train a long time, although the director 
Le Tourneur was his particular enemy. Fi« 
irttHy, the 4th of September, 1 797, finished his 
residence in France. He was include<l in the 
grimd deportation. England afforded him re- 
Ftige: He was among the number whom Bona* 
ftorte did not reca! in 1799. After this period 
he continued in London. Failing in various 
attempts to interest the British ministry in hb 
project respecting South America, he embark- 
ed for New. York, lindcr the assumed name of 
George Martin of New- Orleans. On the 2d 
df September he bailed from England and ar- 
rived in the United States on the 12th of No- 
vember following. Here lie commenced ope- 
nitions for tarrying into effect his project of 
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twenty years xontcmplatioti, to revoltttianiix 
his native country. A mercantile house in 
New- York furnished him with the ship and ar- 
mament, as has been described in this history. 
He gave Mr. Ogden tliree bills, one of five 
thousand, one of two thousand and one of eight 
-hundred pounds sterling. The two last only^ 
were duly paid. The property taken byliim 
from NevijjYork was all spent, dissipated, or 
remains in his hands. No part of the proceeds 
of the sale of the Leander was ever repaid to 
4he original owners. 

Dumourier says of this personage *^ that hb 
was a man of capacity and extensive informa- 
tion. He was better versed in the theory of 
jvar than any other of the French generals ; t>iit 
he was not equally versed in the practice.** 
He had been of great service to him in thedi£ 
ierent attacks on the Prussians. But *^he had 
a haughtiness of disposition and bluntness of 
manner, which beget him many enemies ; and 
he was unfit to command the French, whose 
confidence it is impossible to gain, but by good 
hlimour, and conduct expressive of respect for 
them.'V 

In the preceding history, Miranda's injudic- 
ious selection of his place of landing is mau 
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tioned as one cause of his failiife. The rea- 
sons in favour of his choice were not stated* 
His principal inducement probably was, that 
from information or ri^mour he imagined he 
had friends in Coro. In stating his grounds 
for expecting success, I might have placed 
them \n a summary form by reciting four po- 
sitions laid down by one of his advocates at the 
cutset. 

First, From the boundless extent of the 
c^ast of Spanish America, he can choose hi| 
point of landing. 

Second, From the same circumstance, the 
!»vbole military force, that is to say, the milicaf 
ty force froqi the mother country, is distribu* 
ted into small detachments, and these detach, 
ihents are most remote from each other. la 
»o sipgle post in America can there be mori 
tiian one thousand men. 
* Third, The militia of the country are inva- 
riably in his cause* 
; Fourth, If he could therefore, raise a suffi- 
cient force to withstand the attack of two ot 
thfce of these detach mentSj for more could ne- 
ver join, he would be enabled to maintain his 
ground ; and revolutionizing as he went, add 
jhis conquests to hisforce. 
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Fcpni thW.i»rT»Urc tp c^nsexMO .!«'i|lK.%e 
prior hibtory oCgfo. Mtrands^ you w^l vee^^Mre 
. m impce«sy^ c^hU chatftcter a^t so fayouraMe 
, as that entertaiijed by^inany per»on$. I bttte 
related facts. Tbcy must be 41ow^.tai|p«;di^ 
Sw themselves. ^ls;haaeu^^<^ ^ &(4ii|^ 
were an overmatch for h» judgment -li&is 
psorc ruh and pfesuipptuous in ^oj^cfs^tiifi 
dexterous m extricating biinaelf ^om d)£fi^- 
$ies. la religion he is reputed.sJ^tical.; j^t 
yi our hearing he i^ver ^t)4fd. m^Q^ttf 
, this.nature. He used ibnncrly to t^J^^i^- 
f,ty to th|e offence of the scp^s^ e^|tBF«^§e 
^s taught him caut|ion, or he has chaageti.his 
ffntiaMmtSk ,lt is. said upon g^od ap%)fiig- 
]tbat.h^partoq^ the j^aQifa^peat, at Corq^. . m jp 
Joo nouch of an enthusiast iahis. fevwi»r^^fiirf|; 
j^t» tq aUow 1^ mfpans f^ l^ enfei^bM i^ 
. noral scruples. I am wUUog .to beU^v^. be h^ 
.1^ much ccmsc^cp as ]jb^.iip|getuot^ li^sfijoos 
of sush men generally admit. ..;»'• 

, . 1 make a few cfmiu^s 09 hi« i^rs^ .^^ 
fwrs and pc^ hpluts^ ,. .,'-... , 
• He isaboiU five feet. ,teiv inches h^. . ^u 
Iffpbs arc well i^iji^octioned ; his.whq^ fra^ 
i» stout fn4 ^pti^e, ^is, eofoplfxiqiii^^UjCJ^ 
£esid,«iid healthy., ^Hjy|:,«]^ a^,4ta|;pl/^3d^ 
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j#d, but imk <tf Ae darkest fetee. They arc 
prircing, qnick and imclMgeiit, ocpftssuig 
more of the scrcte ihan the mild fedings. He 
Ims good teeth, vbififa be takes much care to 
Iceep clean. His nose is hngt Mod handsorae, 
tttkcr of the Eo^Ub than Honum cwt ifis 
«htst is squf^e 9Lnd prominent Hb hair is 
tirey and be wears it tied long behind with 
powder*^ He has s^^ofi|^ grey wbi^ers groVr 
iwg OR the^o«rtez^«(%es c£ bi^osrs* las large as 
ilEiost Spaniards bam 0n their cbeeks. In die 
contour ^ his visige you pbinly peroeive an 
expression of pertnacioosaeis and mspicion^ 
Upon the whole with<Htt sayti^be is an elegant, 
w<; may i»>onounoe.bim a hMdaome num He 
%asaconstantbal^iifplekingUsteoth. When 
titting iie is iieftr perfecdy stSi t his ibot or 
IMnd must be moving to keep time Iritfr bis 
^ind which is alwi}^'in^eiicise. He always 
*iileeps a few momSei^As zf^ dmrntr^ znA then 
waAks tSt bed ^me^ firhiah with bbn is about 
ibidnigM. fie is ab eminent eteanipie of tem« 
perance. A seanty w baAimeai is neiref te* 
|;arded by bim as% sul^^'^c^wnphdnt He 
lises no ardent spirits^ -seldom any wkfe. 
Sweetened' wiiter is bis ooftinKm beren^. 
Sweetness and ifiMWAij %a» dreAe«w# 
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grcitfes^ physical goods ; and acid and cold 
are tlie-greatest pl^ical .evils in the yniversp. 

He is a courtier and ^ntteman in his man- 
nerg. Dignitjr and grace (nreside in his move- 
Hum U. . Unl^ when angry ^ he has a great 
eommaiid d hb jEeelii^s; and can assume 
ivliat looks and tones kt pleases. In general 
hisdcmeanoir is marked by haiiteur and d^- 
temce. When he ijs liogry he loses dkcretion. 
Ik is ittpstimt ai oontiadiktieaK In dna(^prse 
tie is logtca) intlw managements o£his thoiigbfep. 
He a|ipeaf s, conver^apt jm idl subjects. £tis 
iron inemory pwvents his ever being %t a }<^s 
ibr n^mcs, dates and authorities. 

Hfi U9cd hfs mental reitourcea apd cotto(|upi 
powers m& gre^t siMrcss 4Co x^emmoi^Eid^ bi ff- 
selfto hisfoUowers. He assunM^.tl^llJ^- 
Ders of a father and ifstructor to the yomig 
|nen* He spkAe xtf the prospect of succe^ 
and of the {Mreparatiohs iMdf % ^^ ^^ &^^ 
confidence* The gltiiy mi advant^es oC H^t 
enterprise wtfp described in g^wii^ cx4pu|s. 
At anotber tMi!i«i^ A^mltod h^ tra^ds, his 
^u&rin^s and escapfss inra ijawp^;^^ ioter^t 
•both their admirjitiqp and ^^PfiPj^l^yf ., He «^ 
V f»eared the JMMer of Jgaftuay5je5,i.of si^^wu^^d 
'' HtcMiitfe. /I«bl»..c€!iiifvi^Wtik39^jiif ci|^ 
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hearers to the seesii» of grent a^eii9 a^ id-^ 

troduced them to the distinguished chafractem 
of every age. He took excursions to Troy< 
Babylon, Jerusateitt, Romei Athens and Syra* 
euse. Men fan)ed as startesmen, heroes, p%t* 
riots, conquerors and tyrants, priests and 
scholars he produced, and weighed their merits 
and defects* Modern history and biography 
. afibrded him abundant toptcks. He impressed 
an opinion of his comprehensive vie\^s, his in- 
exhaustible fund pf learning ; his probity, his 
generosity and patriotism « After all, ^is man. 
o/ renown, I fear, must be considered as hav- 
ing more learning than wisdom ; morp theo- 
retical knowledge than practical talent ; tog 
^anguine and too opinionated to distinguish 
between the vigour of enterprise and the hardi- 
ness of infatuatibn. 



LETTER XX VIII. 

Geographical and statistical notices of Caraccas. 

United States ^ August 2Utj 1 808* 

ACCORDING to received geographical 

* accounts, the Spanish dominions in North A- 

merica extend from latitude 59 degrees 3d 
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of 19S0 geognipllkal miles. The me^M 
brtadth b eonifmted at 400 of the same miles^ 
Iji Soudi America they reach from the Gar^ 
bean sea to the most southern promoat«rf« 
They m-e diiFided bito viceroyalttes^, auflienen^ 
provinces, governments, departmentsmd Hus- 
sions. Spain has under her sceptre in Mexico* 
and South America fourteen or fifteen mtUiond 
c€ people. 

I shall give a sketch of the captain generaU' 
skip of Caraccas, that part on which BKf*ftda' 
made hiB attempt. Depdns^ Voyage to the east^ 
ern part of Terra Firma or &e Spanish Maltfy 
in South America comfM-ises an ample ^crip^ 
ticm of this region ; and is the prinx^pal auflso- 
rky for the JfbUowing notices. 

This territory is situated between the twe^h 
degree of north latitude and the equinoctial. 
It comprehends. 

Voiesii^, containing 500,000 inhal^lMts* 

Maracaibo, 100,000 

Cumaoa, 80,000 

Spanish Guiana^ 34,000 

ls)eofM«rgaritla» 14,000 



?fl8,00» 
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^: tb^ r^iQma4er in^im^* . Thtfc is soaFoefy 
^m «»ig'»tk»i frpm %aifi to Tenra- Firma. A 
gi^^rfj^cipor^a of tbe v^^es receive a liberal 
^j^i^tifHis snah i|«*it is, in t^ seminaries oi 
^^j&ci^i^ry.^)d a^f»ge and universky of Ca- 
r^cCfis. ** Every one is ambitious/' ^ys Dr#. 
Sfti^ a^ q*^Qte4 ibyrDepous, *^ of bedoming ». 
lawyer, a priest or a monk. Those whose pret- 
te^i^uonaafjC not s^gifat wi$h tobe notari^y 
ag^>yfoei;s,or cjcri^si'^? ^ A military, rank is arte 
d^^ect ofj riyaljry. . A#«or4 is thear <kaff GOtH^* 
p^iofi, .J)ecfft«y, in theil' opinio*, deljars- 
t^fa ftpm agriaultiMral pursuits and enjoins. 
tbem.t^ tff^; t^Q.^mficliiaaicgL arts wil:b 9oy^: 
reign contempt. Ttey a|;)e, c^ged with kti i 
eH^SMMi^^ii^ pMiion for.dis^iaet|Qiu B«t^ 
Fjtttl^b. Ira vf U^n jt^Aka^th^ a bap^aevoluiri^; 
pf opinion in. these respect^ b(Oiv<^e¥e$)f< 
b$|in|tlfW^^Mf>^^^i'*^ andevery thingiionQHini^s 
that the suc«^)^ generation vv^^)i»bib)t a 
Ikpectacle of aiaaoral amelioration, achieved f^ 
^ increased enecgjr of the national wisdott, 
in consequeni^.of- the adn^isalon of^^xviiaiever 
is^Mei^l in tbe piaaciftles of other nations* 
i The 3paiuai4s aed Creoles of Caraccas ase 
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mild, aflibte, pcXitt and #om prudence ^Mrittu: 
Slaves cam be freed, hj paying tfwe price thwR 
cost their masters^ ^ Freedmen are kHcy#n t^ 
the name of people of colour. They- exeitki 
Various trades, but mtt not fond of persoteVtM 
boar. They are fonned into corps of oiitfti»; 
Merit may raise a man tf edtourto l^ tfa«l^itf 
captain. - ^ 

The laws respectbg the indtans are ^sUsk 
But the Indians are not good'citltens. Tbey 
are indolent and intemperate. 

The government of Cariaccas, Wy^^^ttif 
other parts of Soudi America b so eoft fe ^ttt - 
ed as to keep it dependent on *the parent ^oMtf^ 
try* * The governor or captam ge m t fMr<g»t - 
aents the monarch and commands the* li^SMPy 
force. There arc?delegated go%eWStt*,%Ite 
have each an assessoi^. ' The Roval ISiJtA^ie 
Of Caraccas consists of a president,^ l!Jli44i tt^ 
captain general, a regent, tfuree jirf^;^ tfih 
fiscals ; one for criminal allnrs, l!K cilhef <ftr 
' the finances, iVith a importer and d flte»to« ih* 
sary officers. It administers Justice, iKlj^tdi^ 
the finances, and ha^ other great |)reifb pil t ta > 

The haVal forte Of Terra' fteMUft i i llM l lig 
«9d bonld ^not insist V single iri|;aCi^ AMoril 
•eaportahavefrrtrcsscii Maracai fc i rlito 
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4tfta^idiaQ«$i 4$ <NjH)ded by |^$s«tp^iid 4 conu 
UMles of troops of the linci ^and a proportion 
^jifltliilia^ The havep f r port of Coro, called 
^ Yfi«tde Coro, 16 lieaigaeseaat of Maracaib9 
IwKial the time of oar debarkation 2 batteries 
mMl 15 or iS.pieoes of cauaon of various caU 
liters ffQia & 4q I|f^„p9un4ers£ Porto CabeUp 
w CavellOy 58 leagues to the east of Coro^ has 
ii: itfOR^ fort With a lar^ and oumerous artil- 
lery* la t^ne of war it is supplied With two 
companies of reg;ttlar troops* In case of attack, 
jUiys I>epo{iSjf.39Q0 uniUtia might be collected 
4igre in 8 dayjs* La Guira^ the haven ot Carac* 
.«ij^ 35 tongues to the east of Portp CabeUo> is 
^mf sAf^oogly fkNTtifted* Cui^apa 100 leagues 
veast of l«a Ooka is of di&cuh; access, has a fort 
jmd n^ht presa:it a iwof^ of 5000 men. T^ 
^^l^food qS Nforgaril^ 4 l^aftues nor,th qf Cumiu 
3l$l tpi'triftiog J^mi^icsi, m^ Qpmpany of f^g^ 
^liyr tm^» one oi tBoii^ctj and several of mili- 
. #u XNi^ it af^espra the iitmi|)ig places are dis- 
t944ifi^'^9^ each oUier 60 qr lOQ leagues. . Hence 
^fl ipr49|perv(|d adebarkiU;ton an the coast mi^ 
JW^ ^ d|e«tdl*iii various places^ ^nd the 
'^•tlfM|p9 prMe«l. ii^ the coun%, whilst the 
by MHipkiiig d^€#rta« WonUl distract 
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The oulit^ry force as jifarted-by D^y^pfup^ 
r^imcDt of regular tro^p* (tf 9J a mfn^^li^t^. 
uted at Caraccas, La Quim «ldPortQ(;^b^%,.; 
lour build red troops of the lioe are ^ fi^ai;)!^-^ ^ 
aiboi at Cumana 150, aiGu^aa 150, j^^kMi^^ 
Yurinas 77. The artiUery at the nsp^^ifi^y 
places i$ served by separate? eomgiUEkksy^tNti. 
^ides toilitia. The whole armed f<;y?c^^£»^^ 
<:aptaiQ generaky, regain troops a&dmiUl^WJ 
atalcd at 13^059* . \, { 

. There ts fio religloo but the Ronun .Cfititft i 
lick. To be suspected of hereby i& ^^f^B^qnt^ 
to be convicted £^al* Thc^ tribiMiflft ^fjl^Mf^T 
qifiiation are erected M . Me^cp^ MF^i^SMkl 
Carthagena, aad are very,poii^uU 1^ ffm?. 
iiibit bad.books to the jH^bci;of Ssl^i^pilh*^. 
rish America abf und& in priea^ ^\>io^¥&Jtf:^s 
in great respects The mxmoom^ sit%9fim:-ijs 
roust. The churches are do^ent anAfffftew^i^,.to 
.gaat« and are still s^ylums for cnmms^ --^^ktsc 
tithes are paid one tea-h. part tp the^ildi^iMlf ; . 
iburth to the bishop^ one fourth i» tha ch^ttHf . 
and the rema&Rder to the parish paeits^Dpi^lfl'l 
otiior piqus uses. The income of tjmr ^jfOtl * 
of OuracQas is 40,00Q dolUr§« . ,«rtH*JX 

s Th^ production of' this regk^arf 9^jfiilk^ 
coffee, sugar, indigo ^, ^^^^f^f^^^Al^n 
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tbe prtsemt products, says Depons, fherfe is a 
grwt imriety ot others which the soil offers to 
the iahabltants, without requiring any advance 
or subjecting them to any trouble but that of 
CfUkxiing and bestowing on them a light and 
emy preparation. Amorig these he mentiohSi 
yaniUa, wikt cochineal, dyi^woods and barks^ 
^iitns, rosin and medical oils, herbs, roots and 
b#pk for medicine. From this country half 
Europe might be supjdied with wood for its 
luxftfious fumitore and equipage. ConJmerce 
imgkt draw much from the inimal kingdom. 
Th& aeslt cat^ are calculated at 1,S^,000, 
baraes ami mares 180,000, muks 90,000. 
Sheep a9e innumeratde and deer abundant. 
Notwidistanding thb iA>undance, agriculture is 
at a low ebb in tius country. La Guira, Por- 
to Cabello, Maracaibo, Cumana, Barcelomu 
and' N^garittsl have a right to tracS^with the 
nuiHlier country. In 1796 the iknports from 
S^n tc^aracxas Were estimated at 3, 1 18,8 1 \i 
dilfftrs, smd die exports at 2,083,316 doUars. 
There Is a limk^ trade to did other colonies, 
wiBch brings about 400,000 dollars into the 
ooimtry. It exports to foreign West India 
jjskhfid^ articles of its own produce, except co- 
ffli^^lii Aeutili bottoms ; part of the returns 
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QAUtt be in negroes or in farming v boose- 
held uten$il8 and the remainder in specie. Bik 
this remainder is principally smuggled in man- 
ufactured goods. The contraband trade, di- 
vided chiefly betnreen Jamaica, Curaccm and 
Trinidad, is estimated at 750,000 dollars an- 
nuaUy befc»'e the wfr of 1 796. It has uicreas* 
ed gr^tly since that period* The whxAc reg- 
ular exports of Caraccas from 1793 to 1796 
aiae stated at 13,252,415 dc^ars^ from 1797 to 
1800) 6,443,318. The finances of: Caraccas 
are under the direction of an intendant. The 
revenue arises principally from the custc»ns^a 
duty of J per coiton sales from staiUpa, Ueett* 
scs, and tkhes, and from the produee x)f the 
cruzada and of the siale of tobacco. The two 
last are destined for thq treasury at home; 
There is usually a deficit^ even in time of 
peace; in 1797 the receipt wia 1,140,788 dol- 
lars, expenditure l,886y36S. The p^^idiUaoii 
of some of the chief cities, is Ass stated. <^ 
raccas 40,000, La Guira 6000, Poito Cavdlo 
7600, Coro 10,000. The harbour, or La Vdk 
de Coro, as it is commonly called, and its 
environs are supposed 4o contwi not less ttoi 
2000, - , . . . / 

i In 1797 three stftepriieMfS mtfti 
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Spain to Caraccas, on account of their fetolihl 
tionary propensities. Being treated with great 
indulgence by the officers and soldiers to whose 
care they were committed, they formed the 
project of a conspiracy against the government. 
They engaged a number of persons, some of 
them of consequence in their party. After 
gaining their first converts, the spirit did' not 
spread. The coldness and apathy of the peo- 
pie did not admit of the efFervesence they de- 
sired« After the plot had been l^ept a secret 
for many months it was disclosed to the gov- 
ernment. Some of the ringleaders escaped 
and others were taken. It was found that sc* 
venty two had entered into the conspiracy ; 
six were executed. The rest either escaped or 
were sent to the galleys or banished fron> tbc 
country. 
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APPENDIX. 



Thi JUhwhtg fMrtkmimri tf the ImfriMtment, &tfcm^ 
ami Su^ trimgi if Hm Prisfmrsy ^er$ cmmmtmctOMu 
m kf9tti9ftbe unbapfj mmkr, since Hr arrivd to hif 
ftanve sbofre* 

EXAMINATION AND SENTENCS OF THE . 
PRISONEJIS. 

IN the mondi of June the dii^ Jodkial Funclbturi^ 
accompanied by four amttaalSy loj^ellier witk q^or^ 
liretersy arrhrtd at Porto C^bdUp, for tbe purpose ol 
•xanuniag the prtfoners.. Here cbef were comj^ffe^ 
to pTC evi^enc^ ^tgainat fheinsehret virhoac ^ prin^ 
lege of being be^rd ifi t^e^ defiance \ and diit befSm. 
a mot^e^ tribiuial, whicb would almost beggar descrip* 
laxm.. Fire of tl^en) irere brought up in dt^ firstln- 
stance^ and the 0atbs administered in die manner of 
jtfaeir own cojuntrf. Tbej were here quesBoned as t» 
0ie object of the frustrated expedidon I wfaedieritwit 
sanctioned by the gorernment of the United StaMb 
.&c. &c. To all ^/tdiichy answers were returned. 

They were then remin de d back to prison^ and ser- 
eral days elapsed before tfiey becai|ie acquainted wkb 
their fate. Indeed some would have ^adly wdcomdt ' 
death, radier than endure' tfaeextrehie iliMsUpir !«' 
^kh they were tedocM. ? ;. . *i 

On the aoiii of Julf« befoie meridiMi, » targe boif 
of armed ^oHifai^ wtie dftmiw uy near<i^»i4sbii door^ 
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^tlieirimtdcetsloadedjcockcd^andbajronets fixed. Tkc 
ftuoU'doon wore tfaoa;;ilii;#wa oprnx, and the prit- 
oners ordered to march Forward/ with'their ancles stifl 
in irons. In this skuation they y/Ktc marched into a 
yard> walled round) and ordered upon their knees; 
4|bc: -scMiers with thor mu^eta. sdll unuod attl^m-^ 
^n^ ^tant death wasezpectcd hj dut pvtspaerSf at the 
ivord Fin /7-£kKm however the interpret^ apfonred 
^ccompanie4^th At (^kffrs and three Roman priestSi 
amd ten of jthe prisoners* were caUedto be barbarously 
sacrificed for their credulitf . 

The interpreter then read to &em the fUlowins 

*f ^In the momiog of to>morrow, at 6 o'clock^ yoH 
and e;K:h of yout d^ sentenced ta be hu^g by the Aeck 
ip^youaredead^ after which your hods are to be 
«^^^d,£rQm your bodies^ and placed uppn poleSy and 
<fistributed|in difierent pasts of the country^'* 
. ^The most undaunted retention was discovered by 
those sentenced to be exeoUed. No sendment but 
^t of cQfi^enipt for 4ieir persecutors was perceptible. 

^ PARTICULARS OF THE EKEGUTJOM. 

^'PIE zut of July, about 6 o'clock ia the mominf^ 
ihe prisoners wese^aJ^armed h% the nmseof the Spanish 
Soldiery, 30^9 ia mimber> oq^ a|hns. I%ey ixrere 
o^qred to put pn what ckythc^ they had (which were 
foff fikby n^s) tnd after being hlibed two together 
b|^ elbourf^ were placed in a line» botiween ^ sol- 
diersi tor oMurchinf « The4cnprisooerf tobeoKCUtedi 
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#efe 4lMp bmi^t imt ^faan'^iar 8<ia»at^ ^1% to 
^rioob tliej ^KCK cqupcfed after :tlieir joteno^ tp 
ftfcjMM finr the s^fffi^ r^R^^tbcir haa^ 
eftdwith'«iiiie^^«be8t and a liiike o^ ujKnttfacir 
^leafe. The Catliatic pvieon^^ wcie each atmdcdf 1^ 
a Roman i^riM, ^Mv^i^-m ibeir ^faaaida the Usj^- 
inems :of tW drnv^-^Th^aMid di«y iw^cii^ pridi 
owacRitlRiT ioett tDthe^Me ^ weeupm ipfUcb 
waiia)ioiit-4o fods iip0m<ihefrboB.--^Ha:tqAg nai^ 
dw fiilMrsy theme to^l^ executed 4|me>iac«d iii Utm^ 
the other prboocert in the xei^p 

'BoJBg' new ready tp proceed to the e^cecvdoBr ^^ 
pruoaer$ awaited their £rte with the utmoft-ocpfi)!- 
twe; itiscoreriag ^ .fanmoit yi4 pc s d ^ tk H» yh ic |? cy* 
titled dMm ta a. better £iae. 

Mr. Far<pharyHtj paa theifirtliael^atod iogr^smof 
•ctoiu Beiof fedto ihe atqpa^ithe^g^dlows-hjr the 
Jack Ketch of i^darf , hia in^irei» takea^^ aadhe 
led up to the top of tbe.ao»iQld^:vP^fre;hie fpag teamed 
fironting hi^ fellow pxisoaeBa( \m ro^opon hi$fe^> 
land hade adieu to. his companfona m -% mostafioctiQa- 
ate manner. He wiii th^ laiiMhed into ^^i)i^* 

|n the same n»aner. they |>rocee^ to ei^cute the 
yeatotmng n^ne ; ksrkg tbe(;!;^)ipU^ sjm^diclast. 

Here it may xan he foni^vfd ainsaa to tecit^ the 
h^Mrbaious method whkh«wa9 pumoi after ^^se Ha- 
fKlswiate nun :^rere su^eoded^^fi^ The 

iBi^Gu^acr.of the.Day^waa ^ lil^pi^ ju»d#«hip vat 
tiomtsed'hii liberty :for the perfoxflw^:^^ ifae^offioet 
i^lkvfB^g^ 4o|iim;ii|Ni# tiir JOpes, ynd ^soatrdchipadf 
upon their Aouldeisi» wkhh«i:feet hangio^jIfK^lhe 
breast, w^mu^ lHi^^MK)hl^4ll«|^|^f^^^^ . 
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l^th one>«eept!Oii tlilsy all had .uMtthmt^tOB$$: 
to dicir c omp aHi d iis ^-e a final sepaoatitm Befud^ja. 
0atiye of I^Dland^ ewiced indtfoedce for :tlie- file 
vcrhich awaited him** he obsenred fiut tbey had* all 
suiFered rnuch^ but that his miseries vtrere soon to tni % 
declared his innoceiie*» and hm belief that the anus 
of Mkanda^ would tid the surviTors of their dioiiit^ 

Mr. Donohue, after his^priost had left htm, ditaryfed^ 
-^<**yclkrwPri8oiia»^ I wkh yon a final adieu, (then 
t>ointing towaxdf the Spai^iasdi) these blo9d-hou»d& 
will ere long pay the foffint of thek: isifiuny.'' 

After execution, theb bodies, were taken (bum and 
lidd ttpon a Uodi ; when dK Nqpra widi a chsq^mii^ 
kaife aetsred the heads fxtmiibm slmddcrs, anlbrid 
them bf die hair» bleediii%> to pufaiic/view I 

]firafida^*cokmrs wem now cut dmniy 2XiiL triimv- 

i;duuBtly' eaririad aame short dxstaam firtei. the gaUowif . 

^vheee^ were^l^faModi in a. j^, the .uniform cloAea». 

^ haiti^ a«i wariihe iastcuMianfnQf thes oficm$ ufMOS 

the top of which: the colours- wQce iibcedy apdt ftc set 

The scene of deadk woA but^crf lasted from ^x 

dVdodc in the mbmiing.unttloneitt theaftemoont wbea 

the remaindfar of the iiriaatief^ were retumfd to tb«ir 

. wspeciir c ^risona^ there^ arwiit (y Jospottaliop to xbm, 

refpectnfe plates *of scrviivde* 

The day after the excautioa, they undexatood.pec- 
ihission would be||rai^ed-diem to wriae t9 dmr friends, 
dieir lettfers firsl^to be inspaeted bqr a public offifier) 
and if ippfu nad o^ . wtee to be faneaaiod^ to daeir. 
firienis or rebdona m the Uailibd Steles. TMa ren^ 
derftd freat eiiCttBMpoc^n tKOC^piy, foe lear of dss-' 
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fkavBf ibe Sf«uitafd$i and heaee Ae onaieaoir of 
fKts idadre to the eaecvtkm of dmr ooa^aaimik^ 
\ifaich had excited aome cbubtt in the miods of tfaeic 
firieiub as to the truth o£ the.aewt fespectii^ dieb 



THE Srisomrs an rmimf9i to CarA^^ma^^iiau^ im^ 

. HAVING setamed from witnesriag dieH.tifnHiwir 
(j£ their opiB|aiuoft8» die pmoner^ were kept in oon^ 
finement^ witkottt asy amelieratton of their condttioB^ 
They wiahedfiMr thedaytoarnve when tfcejrjhoili 
be taken out fior die purpose ef bong remored todikb 
rt^ectifc pboet of atrnti^ hopisf diat taaie m*-^ 
pidout drouBscaaee mifllit favour aa eteape* The: 
exftcvcd day arrived on the 7^1 of Aagiiat|.vite^ alter- 
the motti critical inaprorioa by the iSpaniarila to avoid 
the poiiSNlky of tbeir cSecting an etcape^ they were- 
tilhcn out and carried on board of an armed nerehanl^ 
ship of ten guns, in order to be amreyed to Cxrdia*" 
genat an extensive seaport town situated on the Matn,. 
a ^staoce^ i&ont daree hundred miles from Po^ ' 
CaveUo. At die moudi of this harbour 19 situated 
Bocca Chieai'to which pkice m portion of die ptisoners 
wife sentOM^d. At dii» ptaoe die -remainder #eteto * 
continaeuntil a convenient o^pertnoityofieved lotrans^' 
port diem to their places of destinatiott. . - 

The prisoners weie all placed between die dttcka^-aod 
guarded by about fifty sohUors^ exclusive of thrfsUp'# 
crew. Thus rituated it must have been >e«tr«nlsif 
difficult to put into exeention any cfeMMlpbtt fisriiie 
f««pose of rs(gaii|faig their liberty^ ^Bnt %\im$dA^W 
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Hmf weafyn» mea») hawfivet desperate, vmM htve 
bcca jkitlkigd iwinch should afi>rd them any prbbubiU* 

tQT 4tf StiCOCtt* 

. Several sdiemes ivere concerted, and 73k frustrated ; 
pcepaiatbos were made for ridding themsehres of tHeir 
kDHs diBtag tho iiigbtv*-^wfaeirtifey were t« rise upon 
Shr giMtrd, take- command of the vessel, and thereby 
endeavor to eSecttheb eseape^^-^But just before the 
Jifplijmdirimi: vnbrody diey wett surprised to see the 
ffmuA ^about thttr persons ine^eased, and ^ir iron^ 
^fibm ;iaspected. Tfais^ drcttmsts(nee indoctd a belidf 
sfeattsoin&oiicof^tlieif mimber had betrayed ihem^ ^ 

Hbt t^soners, finding they bad failed in one sdieme^ 
Ii94 raoosfse tor aaoijier. It ^as-p#oposed and afreef 
to, that in case no prospect shoold appear of effectin^^ 
iimt eseape, before they aliould reach Carthagena, one 
eiAiix snxBakcji should, ata timea^eed4ipon, descencf 
imto-Jke%maga£iQe#raomi ptts^iice So the powdei^amf 
dips instantiy lao tsmiinase thmr djustsence** - 13ii» 
«d%ane wa# Ukeamse frtifitrated. 

Caa(Shag^si^ was^nowr ias^ht, andallhepes^of^esoa^ 
weietostt |ttst as^ they w^e waking she po^ ah Sn* 
gHsh fifiga^ hove m sight, bcaif; in fidl chase after 
&6n»<f JMit die was soo late,*^an uncommon £atali«f 
seemed ^ a^enA.air d^r fnro^ec^ of Mliei; The^ 
arlmd aS Carthagena o» the 1.7th of Aiigilst, after a^ 
voyage of ten daysv 

^Eke^ttoit day ^ey ^sqtfe jstf niarcfted up to fte pvis^ 
on^ ready- to iBeeiire themw The sOfrowful app^arane^ ' 
the pmoi^ffs nuule i^ fftsORsbing along, 11^ their ironsj 
4lur<||igilr Ae iown^ (^i^oue 47 in number) without i^ 
€099^ for their heads, barefooted^ and in rags, dre^r 
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ibrth a motley group of Spaniards to bdioU- ^Mtti ; 
the shabby i^>earance of many, howerer, proved Aat 
the prisoners were not quite out of fsishton in their 
tattered garments. 

Arrired at the place of coa fmem ent^ Aey irere iep- 
aratedy and jnit into three different hovels, akMKt^de^ 
titute of the light of the son, hot, fthy, and- wkixmt 
any thing to rest their heads upon but die baiegnwd^ 
Whilst contempbting cm didr wietched tkiuAmt^^MBf 
were contorted by the inf(mna^on dtat Shete were . 
the otily temporary places of confinem^H i aod^hey 
were soon removed to a taott spactoos pmoiH fitted 
for the purpose, 90 feet in length, and 30 kk wMtb, 
though no light was adndtted eicept whi^ entered 
through the gradng of the prison*door. 

Here 28 in number (the odiers hanng eetmenced 
their biborious servitude at Bocca Oiica} were destined 
to Unger out a wretched exiscence, with 25&s« of 
chain riveted on d^ emaciated limbs; th^ beds 
made of stone» and their pitkws of brick, widia scan* 
ty pittance oi food barely si^ficieitt to support future* 

After enduring for many montihs iheir extretti^ suf- 
ferings^ from loathsome heat, sickness, scanty £ood, 
and their galling diains, diey were grstified, fer the 
first time slnde their capture, by au iniervkw wiA one 
of their own countrymen, Capt. Barker cf New^Tork. 
This gentleman having lost hb Vessel tn the^kwthSeas, 
knd hearing of the sufierings of tlieprisoner»^'«biaine4 
' i6ave to v^ them; he huQianely ^Fii^iltiMdi wkh 
ttenh-^-rendered them sodi peeuniary fltiUos JiirCnan- 
^» would admh and obtained pennbilM ^ ilie f rii- 

/ . ' . *" *!• -*■ <•• . * • 
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#tief • to icoeivc tmch aniitimce as their fnends migbft 
wiih to send them. 

> QgnfciottS as they were of having violated the laws 
of diehr country — ^yct they were also conscious that 
( l^i«y^bad been kd imwarily tp embark in the unfortu- 
m^ ^uise, (esdved to draw up a memorial to the 
Govemmenty stating their unhappy situation, and pray* 
juig tb^ interference f^r relief.-— The memorial was 
fomacdedfto oua: Govenunentby Capt. Barker*, but 
wi^ioul die desired efieet| owing ta particular circun>> 
^a9^s vdative to the e|[pedition, and the difficuldes 
whidi e«s^ at that time betweea the two govem- 
jnenti^ 



Mitnniai of tweffty Citi^nsofthe United Statis of Amer* 

ka^ confined tindir sentence rf S/avery, in the Ihminwm 

rfhis most Ca^ic M^sty, the King of Spain, to tk 

President,, Senate, rnnd House <^ Ripresentativet : 

• SHEWS, that we your memorialists, are natives of 

ihe United States of America, and for the most p^rt of 

the city of New- York, aad are a part of a number of 

men of the sanse description, who were brou^t from 

New- York in February last, ia the ship Leander, Tho- 

mas Ij0wis commander, under circumstances of treadftv 

ery and imposition, which your memorialtstft wiljl pro* 

. ce«d to ciy latp. Samgcii G. Ogden has been k|iow% 

ior some tiine» as the owner of die ship Iieaiider,vrtttcb 

vessel had, foe some time, been employed by hfUji in a 

foioed tirade^ for which puifiose she had fiomlifsmtf 

anned ; Qoase^iently there was less danjper of bar 

warlike <^BK^>9ients awakening sfuptcioii oa tlus past 

cf the puWc, or in die breaits of your wcn>qriaiist» 
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of aay ilkgal imdertakiii|r« Of the whole wonAmai' 
your memorialists) some were attached to Ac veiccl^ 
tome weic employed for military ft rvke> and ottiera • 
for the exercise of their ordinary oecupattoDsaod tn^ 
Those of the first description, wer« shiy;>padia tb^ m^ 
nal manner, on a voyage to Jacfiaeaiel .aod hack lo ^ 
New- York ; the rest were engaged by Qd* VR^sm 
iimith, Mr. John Fmk, Col. Wm. Aroistroagf.andlis. - 
Daniel R. Duming, to proceed to Ncw-OriransgL^wd ; 
ether places not mentioned^ nnder the commaod ^ 
Mr. Armstirongi and Mr. Di^mii^ ; mhoj a» waaSdsdy 
and shamefully mentioned, had been appmnted bf gam^ 
emment, to carry thither a certain number of oiea.aa 
a guard to the Mail. Under the ir.fluence of sucht 
and other Q>ecioi8 assurances, your memorialists emr 
barked at Suten Island, and were earried immedialieJj 
to sea. Shortly after leaving the port. It was discover- 
ed that Gen. Miranda waa on board, together wiA a 
number of persoas not before known to your mei|iori> 
alifts, who appeased ia eharaoteis of officers^ aetacJiei 
^ )m person. The ship pi:OGeededu>ii her voy^e tilt 
•ffBerinudat vriterc she was examined by his Bvittaa*,^ 
ic BEajestjr's frigate Ckopotm^Sapt* Wbke, who sof. 
ffaed.her tD proceed, netwith^aadhif tbe di^povery 
«lnt she wfiks loadied.wilii ^ma and wai^ke stosea^ aodd 
mivcdi at Jtaoiiiiemel on the i9Ck o£ Eebaitaiy, wtore 
llie w^aet jmuioed^ianbLthe ayib 4if M^rdi foHowiay 
Ooriog this iafeehnd, nmdi diaeonteati was jOfKatiianffd 
^aiaang moi^ e£ jotis m ciyi r| aliat8,in.ag vpnuh aatfaoy 
asiv Jomyl'tiienaselvea in ji cotii|<ry «[hidiiet tbey^aA 
ftatt undertaken. to, go, and psevcaMl bffm^ {mttL.%^ 
ecensii^ in^jyilitaay diity,.«i«kr t#ci 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



S09 

aiWtntry power^ on die part of Gen. Mirandai CoL 
Armstrong and Mr. Duming ; prevented from writing 
to their friends in the U. States, and kept in ignorance 
at to the ultimate object of the expedition* Some of 
your memorialists attempted an escape to Port-au- 
Pvince^ or some other part of St. Domingo but was 
defeated by Ihe diligence of Miranda^s officers. In 
Jacquemel, die schooners Bee and Bacchus were em'* 
ployed to accompany the ship in her voyage. On board 
of these vessels your memorialists were obliged to em- 
bark| and left St. Domingo on the 2^dv of March. 
After having touched at the island of Aruba for re- 
freshmentsy the three vessels proceeded towards the 
coast of Terra Firma, between Laguira and Porto Cav- 
cllo, where they arrived on the a7th of April, whea 
the schooners tn which your memorialists were em^ 
barked, being deserted by the Leander, were captured, 
by two Spanish cruisers, and carried into Porto Cavel^ . 
lo, where they were all proceeded against, under charg-i 
es of Piracy, &c. On the 12th of July this process 
was closed by the Captain General of Caraccas, and 
ten (who were considered to have been wilfully engage 
ed) were condemned to death ; nineteen to eight years 
slavery at Bocca Chica, fourteen to ten years slavery at 
Porto Rico } and fourteen to ten years slavery at Omoa,. 
in the Province of Mexico. The ten who received 
sentence of deaths were hanged and beheaded on the 
2 1 St of July. Your memorialists, togedier with their 
companions, sentenced to Bocca Chica, with others 
vhb are prevented by sickness from joining in this 
memorial, were soon after removed to this place, where 
they have been about three mondis. Your memoTisiU 
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isu are m tloGC confioem^nt, and in iron^ a»d will tt^ 
mam so uotil thej are temoved to their respective sta^ 
tions, at Qmoa and Porto Rico« 

Tout memorialists predicate tkcir right t6 claim die 
intcrfcreDce of Gor e r nm ent in their behalf^ upon die 
original innocence of their intendonsi and die veracity 
of the statement dicy haye offered: To establish these 
to your satisfactioft, they beg that the persons hofCin 
after memtoned, who are informed of the' intrigoe- that 
was exercised by CoL Smith and others, his cdlea^es^ 
may be appealed to, viz. Mr. Daniel Ket^per, whose 
son was executed -, Col. Marinus Willit, Mr Brinker- 
hotf, tarem J^eeper^ William Rutledge, dup joiner, 
Samuel Winship, and Fraticis WHte, tnitchers, all t^ 
New*Tork. And if it shall appeaf by>die testimony 
of these persons, diat the accoant of your meaciorialists 
be worthy of credit, that diey have been betrayed and* 
entrapped by the cunning en^nes of specious modj^ 
and designing men, who still remain within die reach: 
of die VsLw, in a situation' to be made responsible in 
their persons, the innocence of your monqirialists they.. 
trust, will be equally manifest, and they witt still be 
considered by the constituted authorides o£ their coun- 
try, entitled to its protection and support.— ^nd your 
memorialists shall ever pray. 

Carthagena, Dec. 30, 1 806. 

Signed hf- 20 of the prisoners 



BREACH OF PRISON. 
l^INDING their hardships almost insufferable, the 
prisoners again turned dieir attention to the breach 
began in the wall of die prison, whicli they had cotn^ 
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im»e<d seme time before. Not a zx^pment ^wad lo^t 
^which could be dcyoted to the purpose with safety; 
and at the expira.tioa of about seven months their la-!- 
bour w^$ 8P far completed} as to aSbrd them the op- 
portunity to leaye the ptisic^i the first favourable mo- 
inent. 

About the 7tlvof Novembet, just before meridian of 
anight, they were . prepared to take their departure, 
^fter forming their company into three divisions, and 
-agreeing on the order in which they should proceed, 
'Mr. Lippe.ncot;t, ^iidSher^nan led the van ; who, after 
traversi^ the country for several nights, and conceal- 
ing thenaselves during each day, they were joined by 
one of their late comrade$, :Mr- Mosei Smith, who, 
• from indisposition, had' been unable to proceed with 
the other party; and, from the vigileiice with which 
)ie was.pursued by.the Spanish Cavalry, had bc^n two 
4ays without any kind of 8ustena3ice, Shortly aftet^ 
wards di9y all three cmharked"on board a boat, and 
put to sea, in : hopes of being picked up 'by ^ vessel 
of some friendly nation. This anticipitfion was hap- 
pily realised, and they arrived in th^ Unitod Stales 
in Jwmmff 1808. 

The other fifteen prison^$, after ^vejral days of 
extreme fatigue, met with an old Spaniard, who knew 
them, and engaged for abput 50 dollars, the last farf 
thing of their pecuniary funds, that he would place 
them within forty miles of Carthagena, from whence 
they might easily make their escape ; the money was 
accordingly paid. But previous to their embarkation 
the Spaniard was infornied that the Governor had of- 
kpi ten dollars a head for these unfortunate men; 
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'wldch induced him to form the pba of tratcherotutf 
giving then^p. The pridoners^ together with scrcral 
Spaniards, embarked, as they coriceived, for Carthage- 
na ; but the traitor had too efiectiiaUy matitred his 
plan of deception, — and rowing to the shore under a 
feigned pretence, fifty armed men appeared, and im- 
mediately conducted them back to prison. 

They were severely punished for endeavouring to 
effect their escape ; by having their irons more doseljr 
rivetted, their guard increased, and their term of im- 
prisonment imd servitude lengthened. But we aie 
happy to hear by the latest accounts that only fifteta 
of those deluded sufierers are still retained in custody} 
the others who did not fall victims to Spanidi pcrs^ 
cution, have arrived safe to their native couotffi and 
the arms of their friends. The names of diosc wto 
are still imprisoned are, Robert Saunders and Peter 
Naulty at Omoa ; Phineas Raymond at Porto Rico ; 
Samuel Towzer, Daniel Newbury, EHcfy King, Rob- 
ert Stevenson, James Hyatt, Abraham Head, Pompef 
Grant, George Ferguson, Robert Reins, William PndCi 
William Long and Benjamin Davis at Bocca Okica; and 
they (having been furnished with the means) It is be- 
lieved would be permitted shortly to make &iar acsf^^ 
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